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WINTER SALE 


WITH EVERY CAMERA PURCHASE 
YOU’LL RECEIVE A FREE 
PASSPORT TO PHOTO SAVINGS COUPON 
BOOK WORTH UP TO A $300 VALUE! 


Gi mee 


’RB LiveView 
EOS 


MEGAPIXELS on Movie MODE 
SLI 


with 18-55mm Lens 


12800 Fr 
® 6400 ames 


United St 
of me 


MEGAPIXELS 
16: 


Qyri) Dicic 
6 
with 18-55mm Lens 


¢ 3.0” 1.04m-dot Vari-Angle Touchscreen 

¢ 19-Pt. Cross-Type AF, Hybrid CMOS AF III 
¢ Expanded ISO 25600, 5 fps Shooting 

¢ 7560-Pixel RGB+IR Metering Sensor 


Let 


EOS 
TS 


with 18-55mm lens 


MEGAPIXELS Cory oo 


EOS 


LiveView 
MODE 


$549 - $150 INSTANT REBATE $699 - $200 INSTANT REBATE 


EF 75-300MM 
F4-5.6 Ill LENS 


ALL CANON ADVERTISED MERCHANDISE INCLUDES CANON USA 1 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY REGISTRATION CARD. 


‘=/Profoto 


The Light Shaping Company™ 


B1 500 AIR 
BATTERY-POWERED 
2-LIGHT LOCATION KIT 


¢ 2x B1 500 AirTTL 

500Ws Flash Heads 
¢ 1x Car Charger 1.8A 
¢ 1x Backpack M 


$199 - $150 INSTANT REBATE 
WITH PURCHASE OF TS KIT OR SL1 KIT 
$899 - $150 INSTANT REBATE 


B2 OFF-CAMERA 
FLASH HEAD 


¢ 250Ws Head 

e Length: 4”, Diameter: 3.9” 
¢ Weighs 1.5 Ib 

e LED Modeling Lamp 

e Removable Stand Mount 


FUJIFILM 


INSTAX MINI 
Instant Color Film (20 Shots) 


¢ Credit Card-Sized Prints 

¢ Daylight-Balanced Film 

¢ Glossy Surface Type 

¢ Vibrant Colors and 
Natural Skin Tones 


FUJIFILM 
INSTAX MINI 70 


Instant Film Camera 


> Polaroid “ERIE 
SNAP Instant Digital Camera 


¢ ZINK Zero Ink Printing Technology 

¢ Three Color Modes; Photo Booth Mode 
¢ Holds up to 10 Sheets of Paper 

¢ Built-In Rechargeable Li-lon Battery 


¢ Selfie Mirror Shooting Mode 

¢ Self-Timer & Continuous Mode for Sharing 
¢ Built-In Flash and Auto Exposure Mode 

¢ Creative Hi-Key Mode 

¢ Integrated Tripod Mount 

¢ Macro Mode Focusing to 11.8” 


$16.99 - $2.04 
INSTANT SAVINGS 


westicott. 


BASICS 5-IN-1 SUNLIGHT 
REFLECTOR (40”) 


¢ White, Silver, Gold, Black 

¢ One-Stop Diffusion Panel 

¢ Folds to 1/3 
Open Size 

¢ Includes 
Storage Bag f 
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peak design 
SLIDE CAMERA STRAP 


¢ Sling, Shoulder, or Neck Strap 

¢ Quick-Connecting Anchor Link System 
¢ Comfortable 2” Width 

¢ Reversible Smooth & Gripped Surfaces 


|ON A| BOWERY 
CANVAS BAG 

Featuring five exterior pockets for 

personal items & an interior padded, 


the Bowery can carry a camera, 
one extra lens & small personal items. 


Samy 


$99.80 - $49.90 INSTANT SAVINGS 


5s Camera o00@ 


VATA ARSy-N Th Ase Or @) 
| (415) 621-8400 | 1090 BRYANT STREET 


MON - FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 9:30AM - 6PM, SUN 11AM - 5PM 
RENTAL DEPT. HOURS MON - FRI 9AM-6PM, SAT 9:30AM - 6PM, SUN 11AM - 5PM 


BIG SAVINGS! 


Nikon. 


At the heart of the image 


D3200 with 18-55mm 


& 55-200mm VR Lenses 


¢ Multi-CAM 1000 11-Point AF Sensor 
¢ Native ISO 6400, 
Extended to ISO 12800 


PLUS TAX MVP 


$876.95 - $480 INSTANT REBATE MEGAPIXELS 


Nikon. 


At the heart of the image™ 
D7 | O¢ with 18-55mm & 

55-300mm VR lenses NEGAPIXELS 
Superior low-light performance 


¢ Native ISO 6400, Extended to ISO 25600 
¢ 6 fps Shooting for 100 Shots 


a EXpEED3 


MVP 


PLUS TAX 
$1696.95 - $650 INSTANT REBATE 


Nikon Authorized Dealer w 
ALL NIKON PRODUCTS INCLUDE NIKON INC. USA LIMITED WARRANTY. AUTHORIZED NIKON DEALER, NIKON USA INC. 


SONY. 


make.believe 


©6000 


Mirrorless Digital 


Camera with 16-50mm I 
Lens j SON 


make.believe 


55-210MM 


45 Boe 
MEGAPIXELS [ieee TOO 


A/CHD BIONZ X 


=% 


F4,.5-6.3 LENS 


$348 - $200 INST! 


$698 - $150 INSTANT REBATE W/ PURCHASE OF A6C 


FREE PHOTOTOOLS CASE 


i 


Ltt PULL EO 


GoPro. 
Bea HERO. IW 


HERO4 BLACK 


¢ Camera Housing Waterproof to 131' 
¢ Video and Photo Time-Lapse 
¢ Auto Low Light and Night Photo Modes 


MEGAPIXELS atthe REED 


OLYMPUS 


$1099 - $250 INSTANT REBATE 


SAMY’S MAIL ORDER: 
(800) 321-4726 


SAMY’S CORPORATE SALES: 
(866) 726-9463 


PRICES GOOD THROUGH DECEMBER 9, 2015 EXCEPT WHERE INDICATED. Not responsible for typographical errors. Limited to stock on hand. First come, first served. No rainchecks and no holds. Prices subject to change 
without notice. Colors of some cameras vary by location. Samy’s pays Sales Tax on select items. Mail Order, samys.com and all Used, Demo or Refurbished purchases are excluded from the “No Sales Tax” Promotion. 


6 Months* on purchases of any amount. 12 Months* on purchases of $499 or more with your Samy’s Camera credit card made between December 3, 2015 to December 9, 2015. Interest will be charged to your account from the 
purchase date if the promotional purchase is not paid in full within 6 or 12 Months or if you make a late payment. Minimum Monthly Payments Required. *Subject to credit approval. 
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Layaway Now! 
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VALENCIA GYCLERY 


1065 & 1077 Valencia (Btwn 21st & 22nd St.) ¢ SF 
SALES 415-550-6600 ¢ REPAIRS 415-550-6601 
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HOW TOBUYA 
CANNABIS DISPENSARY 
IN SF 


By Chris Roberts 


Q&A WITH JELLO 
BIAFRA 


The former Dead Kennedys 
Ssinger-turned-political activist 
is still making music... and he 
stillhas strong opinions about 
basically everything. 

By Rae Alexandra 
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ELD tertens 


“So stand up, America, and be proud of our American weed, 
and give it an American name." 


JIM MCDERMOTT 


YOU ARE THE WORST 


Seriously the worst: I really wish we 
would stop calling it marijuana, the 
Spanish/Mexican name for cannabis 
(“U.S. Rep. Barbara Lee Joins Chorus to 
Fire DEA Chief,” Chris Roberts, The 
Snitch, 11/23/2015). That name refers 
only to Mexican weed, not what is 
grown here in America. What we have 
now is American cannabis, or maybe 
Cannabis Americana. We should be 
proud of what we grow here, and stop 
using a Mexican name for it. It would 
go along way to rid ourselves of the old 
marijuana stigma. The only time we 
should say marijuana in America, is if 
we re growing a Mexican strain, say 
Acapulco Gold. Then, and only then, is 
it marijuana. So stand up, America, and 
be proud of our American weed, and 
give itan American name. WEED bea 
lot better off. Thank you for your 
attention. Jim McDermott 


NOT INMY PARKING 
SPACE 


NIMPY One: Creating an RV/trailer 
park in the middle of S.F. is a terribly 
short-sighted idea (“Curbed Enthusi- 
asm, Jeremy Lybarger, Sucka Free City, 
11/26/2015). Demand for the spaces 

























will quickly exceed supply and we will 
be right back where we started ... except 
now with an unsightly, unsanitary, eye- 
sore of a trailer park that the city and 
police have to manage. And if it is ever 
allowed to exist it will be virtually im- 
possible to remove. This is the kind of 
bad idea that needs to be nipped in the 
bud. potrero 


Are you talking about ... house- 
lets? The RVs people inhabit on the 
streets are often in quite bad shape; 
and in any condition, the reality is, for 
many people they tend to trigger nega- 
tive associations of transiency and law- 
lessness, etc. What if, on the other 
hand, they were well-designed and at- 
tractive mini-cottages of some kind, 
which would be recognized as 
city-sanctioned, safe, permitted, and 
occupied by vetted residents? Tim Mc- 
Cormick, Houselets 


NIMPY Two: Assuming the city could 
get its act together and create such an 
RV park, will they then guarantee en- 
forcement of the street parking prohi- 
bitions? Otherwise, at least in the 
Potrero Hill area, we will be hosting 


b 


Call 800-225-1838 or visit redsuncigaretles.com 
for the RED SUN relailer nearest you! 
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both an RV park and continued illegal 
RV parking on the streets. jw2200 


Now we're talking: Put one near the 
tech company buildings. Esther Malkin 


HOT ORNOT? 


Not: Not even arrested for four hours 
after turning himself in (““Hot Cop” 
Dodged Arrest For 12 Hours, Will Dodge 
Possible DUI,” Chris Roberts, The Snitch, 
12/1/2015)? The law would call that aid- 
ing and abetting a criminal act, and the 
cops who did the abetting should be fac- 
ing charges as well. Joe Phillips 


LETTERS POLICY 
We welcome letters to the editor via mail, email, 
or fax. Letters may be edited for length and 
clarity, and must include your name, address, 
and daytime phone number (for confirmation 
only). We prefer letters intended for publication 
to be 250 to 350 words in length. 
MAIL: Letters, SF Weekly 

835 Market Street, Suite 550 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
Fax: 415-777-1839 
Email: letters@sfweekly.com 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: 


Smoking Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease, 
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy. 
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SF SPCA Holiday Windows at Macy's 


Do you enjoy smoking’ Have 


you wanied a lalloo bul do nol 
Know whal design lo choose? 


You ae in luck! RED SUN, America’s NEWEST and MOST 
SATISFYING cigarette, was designed by smokers, for smokers. 
The quirky, independent and tolaby unapologetic makers of 

RED SUN will award CASH PRIZES to each and every person with a 
RED SUN tattoo! Sourxts too good to be true, but its NOT! Ths 6 
a REAL LIFE contest desianed to reward artisticaly ceative, 
eve-taiching tattoo designs! 


$3.000—$5.000 lo every person who artistikally 


incorpocates the RED SUN logo into a truly phenomenel, 
one-ol-a-tind permanent lation! Show your creativity. be 
unique. Sime does matter! Wow us with your super awesome 
tattoo! We wil award a mvamumof seven $3,000~-$5,000 prizes! 





$1,500 toeveny pannicipant woo gets a permanent 
“standard” RED SUN tattoo exactly as shown on this page. Like our 
Geggn as 6? Then recetve a GUARANTEED $1500 when you choose 
thes tattoo’ fou cannot lose! 


See redsuncigarelles.com for full 
delails, terms, and condilions. 


Program ends December 3) 20% or when oragram funds are eared 


whatever 6 frst. Vor! where profited. 2 NG 
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The Excelsior’s persistent gambling and nightclub problem. 


By Chris Roberts 


Nothing much goes on at a for- 
mer clothing store on Mission Street in 
the Excelsior District until about 5 p.m., 
when a man starts wheeling hand trucks 
loaded with cases of beer into the “empty” 
store. 

The “guests” start arriving after 
midnight, and, according to workaday 
residents and merchants in the area, 
they sometimes stay all night, stum- 
bling out onto the street at 6 or 7 in the 
morning. Further up the block, 
at another supposedly vacant 
storefront next to a Round 
Table Pizza, a tightly packed 
semicircle of what police say 
are video poker machines is 
visible from the street. On 
a recent evening, a large man 
resembling a bouncer could be 
observed escorting visitors with 
baggy clothes and shifty glances in 
and out before locking the door and 
disappearing back inside. 

For several years now, the Excel- 
sior has been home to a collection of 
modern-day speakeasies: gambling 
dens and illegal nightclubs that open 
up shop in one of the 36 empty store- 
fronts in the mostly work- 
ing-class area on San 
Francisco's outer 
rim. At any 


— 3 
given time, Zanow 


—§ 


there could be as many as 10. Possibly 
connected to Norteno gang members, 
a handful of the establishments have 
been raided — most recently, the all- 
night beer emporium on Nov. 9, where 
officers also found cocaine on the floor 























and made two arrests. 

“All my officers know about them,” 
says local police Capt. Joe McFadden, 
who noted that one of the “nightclubs” 
even earned a review on Yelp. 

But they keep coming back, flum- 
moxing law enforcement and frustrat- 
ing the local neighborhood activists 
watching their home 

turning into an un- 


derground, low-rent Reno. 

“This has gone on long enough,” says 
May Wong, a lifetime neighborhood 
resident who wrote a letter last month 
to District Attorney George Gascon, 
begging him to do something (the Nov. 
9 raid resulted in drug charges and 
liquor citations, but the after-hours 
party has continued). “Our patience has 
run out. Nightclubs, gambling — what 
else is going to pop up here?” 

The cause seems to be simple 


enough. Running an unlicensed bar or 
hosting gambling is a lucrative enter- 
prise. Landlords — some of whom are 
absentee — are more than willing to ac- 
cept cash up front to rent a long-vacant 
property, no matter who the renter is. 

The solution is less clear. 

Businesses that hosted Vegas-style 
“sweepstakes games” on computer ter- 
minals were shut down thanks to civil 
lawsuits over the past two years. The 
same strategy might not work against 
an underground speakeasy, which po- 
lice must stake out for months to build 
a case before making a raid, McFadden 
says. An economy strong enough to 
attract legitimate businesses would 
eliminate the opportunity presented by 
empty storefronts, but for some reason, 
the city’s tech-fueled transformation 
has yet to reach the Excelsior. 

In the short term, Supervisor John 
Avalos, who represents the area, is 
pointing the finger upstairs. If Mayor 
Ed Lee took a strong enough interest 

and made ending the late-night 
tomfoolery here a priority, he says, 
enough city agencies would figure 
out a coordinated solution and 
the games would stop. 

Lee has pledged to meet with 
Avalos later this month. Mean- 
while, Wong fears things will 
have to get worse before they get 

better. “Nobody’s gotten killed — 
yet,’ she says ruefully. 








Mass 
Infarceration 


The Mayor is rushing to 
approve anew Jail just days 
before a lawsuit could render it 
unnecessary. 


By Julia Carrie Wong 


On Oct. 16, Carlos Argueta and 
Pascal Krummenacher — a staff attor- 
ney and an intern with the Eviction De- 
fense Collaborative — appeared in 
court at the Hall of Justice. Krummen- 
acher arrived through the courtroom’s 
main door, clad in the hipster mufti of a 
20-something; Argueta entered under 
the escort of armed guards and wore 
the bright orange jumpsuit of a County 
Jail inmate. 








The pair are charged with murder- 
ing a man during a drunken alterca- 
tion on the night of Sept. 3, but while 
Argueta is in jail, unable to afford his 
$2 million bail, Krummenacher is free 
— on $1 million bail — until a jury 
determines his innocence or guilt. 

Charged with a serious, violent 
crime, Argueta is not the perfect 
poster child for San Francisco’s ineq- 
uitable cash bail system, but his jail 
bed is a hot commodity in the latest 
City Hall housing battle — this one 
over housing that includes iron bars 
and 24/7 armed guards. 

On Nov. 12, San Francisco was 
awarded an $80 million state grant to 
replace the seismically unsafe County 
Jails No. 3 and No. 4 at 850 Bryant 
St. with a brand new $240 million 
“Rehabilitation Detention Center” 
nearby. 

The grant will not cover the total 
cost: Mayor Ed Lee is also seeking 


$215 million in bonds to fund the 
new jail. Approval for the bond sale 
rests with the Board of Supervisors, 
which is engaging in A Night at the 
Opera-level farce of democratic rep- 
resentation: Lee is pushing to hold 
the bond vote on Dec. 8, before his 
ousted appointee, Supervisor Julie 
Christensen, is replaced by Supervi- 
sor-elect Aaron Peskin. 

The high-stakes game of musical 
supervisors will ultimately be a waste 
of energy. The music stops on Dec. 
10, when the Mayor’s 10-day window 
to certify election results and seat 
Peskin ends. That’s also before the 
Board can take the mandatory second 
vote required to finalize the approval 
(or disapproval) of the bond sale. 

Meanwhile, on Dec. 16, a federal 
judge could issue an injunction that 
would render the political shenani- 
gans moot. 

A lawsuit seeking to abolish the 


use of cash bail in San Francisco was 
filed in October, with the support of 
soon-to-be ex-Sheriff Ross Mirkarimi. 
The suit argues that San Francisco’s 
system of pretrial detention for de- 
fendants who cannot afford cash bail 
violates the 14th Amendment. Sim- 
ilar lawsuits have successfully over- 
turned cash bail systems in six other 
municipalities across the country, 
including Washington, D.C. 

The new jail’s opponents, such as 
Lizzie Buchen of Californians United 
for a Responsible Budget, have long 
argued that the steadily decreasing 
number of inmates in the San Fran- 
cisco system renders a new jail unnec- 
essary. There are enough free beds in 
County Jail No. 2 on Seventh Street 
and No. 5 and No. 6, both in San Bru- 
no, to empty the unsafe facilities at 
850 Bryant. 

If Judge Yvonne Gonzalez Rogers 
does grant the injunction, the math 


could get even easier. Approximately 
85 percent of the County Jail’s in- 
mates are there on pre-trial detention. 
Without cash bail, as many as half of 
them could be released. As of Nov. 20, 
San Francisco was detaining 1,270 
people, 713 of whom (56 percent) 
had been assigned a bail amount bya 
judge. This means judges have ruled 
that over half of the city’s jail inmates 
are are safe enough to be released — 
but only if they have the cash. 

It seems only sensible to wait 
until after Dec. 16 for the Board to 
determine whether a new jail is worth 
spending hundreds of millions of dol- 
lars, but don’t hold your breath. Nei- 
ther the mayor nor Board President 
London Breed responded to queries 
about whether they were even aware 
of the potential injunction. 

As Chico Marx might say, “You 
can’t fool me — there ain’t no sanity 
clause.” 
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FRIENDS DON'T LET FRIENDS 
SIMIOKE FAKE COOKIES 


GoldCoast 


$20 per gram, always in stock. 


$10 a gram & $35 1/8th 


always In stock. 
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GENDER 





By Byard Duncan 


It is uncommon for someone to 
wake up for work each morning and 
immediately set about looking for ways 
to terminate her own employment. But 
that is exactly what Greta Gustava 
Martela does — every day — 
passionately. 

Martela, 46, is the executive direc- 
tor of Trans Lifeline, the nation’s first 
suicide hotline exclusively for trans- 
gender people. Since its inception 
in San Francisco last November, the 
average number of daily callers has 
climbed from around eight to more 
than 60. A clutch of 20 volunteers 
ballooned to 300 — with 1,000 more 
on a waiting list. These operators have 
answered more than 7,000 calls from 
across the United States — many 
clustered in red states like Florida, 
South Carolina, and Texas. 

There are few signs of slowing. 
Thus, Martela yearns for unemploy- 
ment as her workload snowballs. “I 
would love to put myself out of a job 
on this,” she says. “I don’t think this 
problem will ever be solved, but it will 
be really nice to see the attempt rate 
go down from where it is.” 

The suicide attempt rate for trans- 
gender people is staggering. Forty-one 
percent of respondents to the Na- 
tional Transgender Discrimination 
Survey in 2011 — believed to be the 
most comprehensive study of its kind 
— reported that they'd attempted 
suicide at least once in their lives. 
That’s compared with around two 
percent of the general population, and 
10 to 20 percent among gay, lesbian 
and bisexual people. A 2014 study 
by UCLA's Williams Institute and 
the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention found a prevalence of in- 
creased suicide attempts among those 
who had experienced some form of 
mistreatment in their lives: 57 percent 
of those rejected by their families had 
made an attempt, as had 60 percent of 
those assaulted by police officers and 
78 percent of those who'd experienced 
a sexual assault in college. 

These numbers resonate on a 
personal level with Martela, whose 
transition from male to female a little 
less than three years ago was not an 
easy one. 

“T would say in the last year before 
I transitioned, I had three hospital- 
izations for being suicidal,” she says. 
Crisis hotlines were little help; she’d 
felt misunderstood, hurried along, 
insulted. During one “really negative 
experience,’ she spoke with a male 
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operator at a national hotline she’d 
rather not name. “I asked him — I 
was coming out to myself as transgen- 
der. Did he know what that was? He 
said something like, ‘Isn’t that where 
someone thinks he’s a woman but 
they’re really a man?” 

The breaking point, though, came 
in mid-2014, when Martela found 
herself struggling for work. Asa 
freelance software engineer, she'd 
hopscotched from contract to con- 
tract in San Francisco’s gilded tech 
market. But when the name on her 
résumé changed, so, too, did reactions 
from prospective employers. “People 
assumed my competence before,” she 
says. ‘And after that change, they 


assumed my incompetence.” The con- 
tracts dried up. 

She filled her jobless days volun- 
teering at TGSF, a support and social 
group for transgender people in 
the Bay Area. What began as a stint 
manning the office phone soon be- 
came a passion, then an obsession. 
By July of 2014, she and her now- 
wife Nina Chaubel (also a software 
engineer) were researching open- 
source hotline software and courting 
a pro bono lawyer to help with the 
501(c)3 paperwork. 

Finding enough money to get 
Trans Lifeline going and keep it going 
was a big question mark — but, as it 
turned out, the easy part. In the first 
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couple days, Martela and Chaubel 
raised more than $1,000 in donations; 
after the first few weeks, they’d pulled 
in close to $11,000. Martela at that 
point decided to dedicate herself to 
Trans Lifeline full-time, and Chaubel 
quit her job at Google. 

In April 2015, seeking cheaper 
rent, they moved from San Francisco 
to Chicago. 

A year in, Martela still manages 
operators but has taken a step back 
from the direct-services aspect of the 
job. “If you were to put a camera on 
me, it’s a lot of me sitting in my really 
cluttered office in front of my comput- 


er, she says by way of explaining her 
day-to-day. She travels often to speak 
or fundraise; most recently she visited 
Missoula, Mont. and Lawrence, Kan. 
— “two places that didn’t even have 

a gay bar in the town.” Engaging with 
these smaller communities is essen- 
tial: Trans Lifeline has received nearly 
as many calls from Pennsylvania as it 
has from California, which has more 
than three times its population. 

Martela believes she’s helped 
hundreds — maybe thousands — of 
troubled transgender people. But 
she remains haunted by those she 
couldn't. In January 2015, she found 
herself poring over the Facebook feed 
of a 22-year-old transwoman named 
Aubrey Mariko Shine. The pictures 
are scorched into her memory: a train 
station. A bus. A landmark not far 
from the Golden Gate Bridge. Mutual 
friends had alerted Martela that Shine 
was on her way to jump. 

Martela reached out online and 
made contact. She was desperately 
trying to keep a conversation going, 
when, suddenly — radio silence. 

“IT made the kind of difficult call to 
say, ‘She’s probably serious and you 
need to intervene,” Martela says. “I 
called the Golden Gate Bridge — the 
Highway Patrol that handles the 
Golden Gate Bridge, and we managed 
to get somebody to intercept her and 
keep her from jumping.” 

Shine thanked Martela. But a 
month later, she returned to the same 
place and jumped. One of her last 
Facebook photos shows the bridge’s 
international orange guardrail and the 
choppy gray Pacific below. The caption 
reads, “Being trans sucks!” 

“Once in awhile, my workday is 
interrupted — or my work evening 
is interrupted — by trying to care 
for a suicidal trans person,” Martela 
says. When she attended Shine’s 
funeral, in their shared hometown 
of Modesto, she was further discour- 
aged. “Her family had completely 
erased her trans identity and was 
burying her under her birth name 
and had put her in boy clothes that 
were from before.” 

Martela describes her goals for the 
coming year as nebulous. She’d like 
better support for her operators and 
more attention on callers. Above all 
else, she wants to be able to field ev- 
ery call that comes in. The work keeps 
rolling, and she keeps doing it — even 
as she hopes, fervently, that there’s 
no more to be done. 
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YOU AREN'T SUPPOSED TO BE ABLE T0 BUY A POT CLUB IN S.F. BUT IT'S BEING DONE. 


How to Buy 
a Cannabis 
Dispensary in SF 


A curtain made from milk jugs 
cut into various patterns and shapes 
hangs in the locked doorway of 70 Sec- 
ond Street, a drab, three-story white 
brick building a few steps from Market 
Street in downtown San Francisco. Be- 
hind this middle-school-worthy art proj- 
ect is one of San Francisco's most 
lucrative business opportunities, adver- 
tised by a handwritten sign hanging ina 
nearby window. 

“AVAILABLE BUILDING,” it reads, 
“WITH MEDICAL CANNABIS DIS- 
PENSARY.” Commercial real estate 
in San Francisco is currently fetch- 
ing $703 a square foot, according 
to LoopNet, which would peg this 
7,600-square-foot building’s value at 
a little under $5.4 million. But the 
asking price for this opportunity is 
rumored to be $15 million or higher. 

John George, the agent for the 
owner, Ondyn Herschelle of Palo Alto, 
did not disclose the desired sale price, 
but confirmed that bids have been 
north of $10 million — or almost dou- 
ble the going rate for commercial real 
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estate in good condition, which the 
aging 70 Second Street is not. 

However, it does have a dispensary 
permit. And with its prime location 
— steps from BART and easily ac- 
cessed by the Bay Area’s 7.5 million 
people — 70 Second Street has the 
potential to be the biggest weed club 
in the United States. 

The problem is that under city law, 
you re not supposed to be able to buy 
and sell city-issued medical cannabis 
dispensary permits. 

But a few savvy cannabis entrepre- 
neurs have figured out how. 


To legally sell cannabis in San Fran- 
cisco, you need approval from the city’s 
Planning Commission to entitle the land 
use for the sale of weed, anda medical 
cannabis dispensary permit from the De- 
partment of Public Health. 

Unlike liquor licens- 
es, which are bought, 
sold, and transferred 
to different locations 
all the time, city law 
does not allow the same 
treatment for dispensary 
permits. 

Getting a DPH per- 
mit at the same address 
transferred to a different 
operator is easy, though, 
requiring just a “director's 
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hearing” with a handful of people in 
the room. The land use entitlement — 
which requires running the gauntlet of 
a public hearing before the Planning 
Commission, which can be swayed to 
reject — is the hard part. 

Here’s the workaround: Purchase a 
building with a dispensary. Either evict 
the dispensary or, for a price (cash un- 
der the table) have the dispensary per- 
mit transferred to you, the new owner. 
Then, start selling California’s biggest 
cash crop. 

It’s as simple as that, and much 
easier than the alternative: finding 
available real estate in the limited area 
in which dispensaries are permitted 
— the city’s “green zone” — and going 
through a Planning process that can 
take more than a year, with no guar- 
antee of approval, all while burning 
money on rent and lawyers. 
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This solution appears to have been 
hit upon by an Oakland businessman 
named Marty Higgins. 

Higgins is a real estate developer 
who owns apartment buildings in the 
East Bay, as well as the downtown 
Oakland restaurant Cosecha. (He has 
also been sued by one of his residen- 
tial tenants who alleges harassment, 
but that’s another story, well-docu- 
mented in the East Bay Express.) Hig- 
gins is also the frontman for Harvest, 
the new dispensary taking over oper- 
ation of the former Hemp Center at 
4811 Geary Boulevard. 

After its building was purchased 
by a limited liability corporation con- 
trolled by Higgins — the sale price 
has not been disclosed, but a transfer 
tax of $25,500 puts the sale price at 
roughly $3.5 million — The Hemp 
Center was evicted earlier this year. 
Harvest will soon begin operating 
in The Hemp Center’s old location, 
having surpassed the headache — and 
very real risk of disap- 
proval — at the Planning 
Commission. 

Similar tactics have 
been used at a former 

dispensary on Tenth 
Street, where a building 
was virtually demolished 
and rebuilt during a 
“renovation.” (The can- 
nabis dispensary in the 
now-unrecognizable 
downstairs, Urban 
Pharm, will reopen un- 





der new management.) And Higgins 
appears to be involved in another such 
venture at Bernal Heights Collective at 
33 29th Street. 

There, the dispensary is also “under 
new management” — an ertswhile 
delivery-only service called Quil now 
runs the joint. The building’s new 
owner, according to property and busi- 
ness registration records, is an LLC 
with the same Los Angeles lawyer and 
Oakland business address as Higgins’ 
apartment management company. Ac- 
cording to Planning records, Higgins 
was the point of contact for several 
inquiries as to the building’s permit- 
ting status. 

Higgins is busy making the good- 
will rounds in the local cannabis scene. 
He provided the marijuana at a recent 
three-course industry dinner with can- 
nabis pairings, and sponsored a booth 
at a recent conference at the Parc 55 
Hotel. But after an initial conversation 
with SF Weekly — in which he denied 
involvement with Bernal — Higgins 
did not return subsequent telephone 
calls requesting an interview. 

It could be because he does not 
want to draw attention to his novel 
business tactic. But with demand for 
cannabis dispensary permits at an 
all-time high — there are only 22 per- 
mitted dispensaries in San Francisco, 
but 11 new applications have been 
received in the past month — this cat 
is already out of the bag. 
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Gypsy Taub was 19 when she 
arrived in the Combat Zone. It was the 
fall of 1988. Boston’s infamous red light 
district — a wedge of downtown the 
city had officially ceded to strip clubs, 
porn theaters, gay bars, and streetwalk- 
ers — was fading but still aptly named; 
the Combat Zone was a neon wild where 
people on the fringe fought to survive. 

Taub’s home was 7,000 miles 
away, in Soviet Moscow. She'd arrived 
in Boston hoping to study at MIT. 

She had no contacts in the city, no 
résumé, and no professional skills 
beyond her fluency in Hungarian 

and English, the latter of which 

she'd taught herself. She called every 
restaurant in the Yellow Pages to ask 
about waitressing jobs, but her lack of 
a work visa complicated matters since 
she had to be paid under the table. 
But in the Combat Zone, a woman 
looking to work off the books had 
abundant opportunities if she could 
dance and didn’t mind an audience. 

The Naked I, on Washington 
Street, had a grubby renown among 
connoisseurs of “obscenely young 
girls,” as a dancer at the nearby Picc- 
a-dilly Lounge told the Boston Globe 
in 1979. The club’s marquee featured 
an open eye covering a woman’s ani- 
mated crotch, but inside there was no 
such censor. All-nude girls danced to 
Genesis and Kim Carnes and Cat Ste- 
vens on two cramped stages, around 
which men swarmed like silverfish. A 
writer from the Philadelphia City Paper 
later eulogized the place as “lousy 
with drunks and losers and hookers 
and big ugly bouncers and all manner 
of human flotsam and jetsam with no 
teeth and bad breath.” 

This was where Taub first got na- 
ked in public. 

“T watched the other girls do all 
sorts of things on stage, and nobody 
had a heart attack,” she says now. 
“Nobody died. The customers didn’t 
become disgusted. Everybody seemed 
happy and nobody suffered.” 

Although life in the club was good 
— the husband-and-wife owners 
didn’t demand sexual favors and the 
bouncers were courteous — Taub 
wasn’t cut out to be a stripper. In addi- 
tion to tips, the dancers also received a 
$20 commission every time they per- 
suaded patrons to buy a $100 bottle of 
champagne, but Taub hated swindling 
horny men out of their paychecks. In 
her year at the club, she pocketed only 
$40 in champagne kickbacks. 

She made a “basic” living, enough 
to afford an apartment. When her 
family — parents, brother, and sis- 
ter — immigrated to Boston in 1989, 
Taub was their breadwinner. 

On the capitalist side of the Iron 
Curtain, Taub received a crash-course 
in the economics of America’s sex in- 
dustry. Every day between 3 p.m. and 
midnight, the Combat Zone offered 
her another lesson: in human appe- 
tites and hypocrisy. 

“I grew up with all these inhibi- 
tions and judgments, but dancing 
helped me realize that those things 
were based on bullshit. Being naked 
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doesn’t make you bad,” Taub says. “It 
was liberating to learn that.” 

She learned another lesson, too, 
one she never forgot: “People pay at- 
tention when you're naked.” 


Almost a quarter century later, on 
the other side of the country, people 
were paying attention to Gypsy Taub. 
In 2012, responding to complaints 
about a group of dedicated nudists who 
frequented an outdoor plaza in the Cas- 
tro, San Francisco Supervisor Scott 
Wiener proposed a new city law ban- 
ning public nudity, with exceptions for 
permitted events such as the annual 
Gay Pride parade. 





Under Wiener’s law, San 
Franciscans over age five risked a 
$100 fine if they went au naturel 
on city streets or sidewalks. A third 
violation could be considered a 
misdemeanor, punishable by a $500 
fine and a year in jail. 

Wiener’s proposal made national 
headlines and inspired epitaphs for 
San Francisco’s fabled liberalism. 
Casual public nudity posed a threat to 
tourists, residents, and shopkeepers 
alike, Wiener said in his law’s de- 
fense, while still acknowledging that 
it was a “lose-lose” piece of legisla- 
tion. The ban wasn’t a referendum on 
the city’s bohemianism but a “quality 
of life issue,” he told Bloomberg, add- 
ing, “Listen, did I dream of coming 
into office and writing legislation 


with the words ‘anal region’ in it? No, 
I didn’t.” 

Outcry from local nudists came 
from two fronts. One was from rec- 
reational nudists — men with cock 
rings and dicks at perpetual half-mast 
— who protested Wiener’s would-be 
crackdown by staging a literal bush war 
at Jane Warner Plaza in the Castro. 

This small, bustling patio at the 
intersection of Market, 17th, and 
Castro streets had become a de facto 
nudist colony, in part because it 
marked the threshold of America’s 
most iconic gay neighborhood. Sex- 
ual mores were historically more 
relaxed there. 


Rob Cox, a Castro resident for 
more than 20 years, says the plaza, a 
pedestrian-friendly improvement cre- 
ated when the intersection was closed 
to traffic, was “forced” onto the neigh- 
borhood by Bevan Dufty, Wiener’s 
predecessor. Worse, in Cox’s opinion, 
was the city’s laissez-faire attitude 
about policing the more flagrantly 
sexual nudists who took up residence 
in the plaza. 

He recalls having to brave a“gaunt- 
let of penises” every day — a scourge 
of two dozen freeballers who were 
more interested in “exhibitionism” 
than naturism. 

“One day the Castro Theatre was 
showing The Little Mermaid, so there 
were all these little kids with their 
mothers,’ Cox says, still scandalized. 


“The neighborhood was intimidated.” 

Many of the men Cox confronted 
were from Sacramento, Redwood 
City, and points east, he claims. They 
de-robed in San Francisco, and in 
the Castro specifically, because it is 
where “anything goes” — and because 
public nudity was outlawed in their 
own exurbs. 

The other front in the opposition 
was a band of more freewheeling nud- 
ists who weren't content to lounge 
bare-assed in the sun while City 
Hall ran roughshod over their First 
Amendment rights. This cadre dubbed 
themselves “body freedom activists” 
and stormed San Francisco like Ken 


Photographs by James Hosking 


Gypsy Taub and her children 
Daniel, Inti, and Nebo in Alameda. 


Kesey’s Merry Pranksters, piloting a 
graffitied shortbus with an anti-GMO 
bumper sticker and YOU ARE BEAU- 
TIFUL posted in the destination 
window. They gamboled into Jane 
Warner Plaza with homemade plac- 
ards declaring SAINT FRANCIS WAS 
A NUDIST, NUDE IS NATURAL, and 
RECALL SCOTT WIENER. They made 
impassioned speeches into bullhorns 
while tourists gawked and moralistic 
locals fumed. 

Leading the charge was Gypsy 
Taub. 

She was then 43 years old and 
living in Berkeley with her three kids. 


She was a seasoned 9/11 truther, 
aficionado of psychedelics, and sex- 
ual free spirit who, in 2008, created 

a cable access show called My Naked 
Truth, which still airs every Sunday 
night on Channel 29 in San Francisco. 

Taub’s ambition with the show was 
to “liberate people, expose political 
issues, and expose the fact that our 
society is oppressive and full of lies.” 
Most episodes featured her and a 
guest bantering about sex, masturba- 
tion, or drugs (while naked). 

No less ambitious — if more lucra- 
tive — was the amateur porn website 
she ran out of her Berkeley home. 
Taub recruited eager couples through 
Craigslist (until the site shut down 
its adult services classifieds in 2010). 
At $200 per shoot, her performers 
“weren't in it for the money,” she 
says, but for the experience. Taub 
worked both behind and in front of 
the camera, using the alias “Carmen.” 

Filming couples “reminded [her] 
that tenderness and intimacy still ex- 
ists somewhere” — a feeling she'd last 
had, she says, while shooting porn for 
sites that specialized in hairy women. 

By late 2012, however, Taub had 
taken center stage in San Francis- 
co’s anti-nudity showdown. Why 
she seized this role is still a bit of a 
mystery. In some ways, Taub’s public 
nudity seems like a proxy for free 
speech, women’s rights, sexual rights, 
and other besieged freedoms. It’s also, 
perhaps, a way for her to shed the 
repression and trauma of her child- 
hood in Soviet Russia. As Taub says, 
“People replay their childhoods their 
whole lives.” 

There were a half-dozen other nude 
diehards in San Francisco then, most 
notably George Davis, who unsuccess- 
fully campaigned for mayor and the 
Board of Supervisors on a pro-nudity 
platform. But neither Davis nor the 
city’s other prodigal nude sons — 
Rusty Mills, Lloyd Fishback, and 
Mitch Hightower — had Taub’s ruth- 
less firebrand energy or theatricality. 

“On the upside, she’s very bright, 
creative, and energetic,’ Davis says. 
“On the downside, she’s very argu- 
mentative, and there’s a question 
about her focus.” Davis cites 9/11 
conspiracy theories and anti-vacci- 
nation protests as political bugbears 
that have sidetracked Taub. 

Mills, a longtime nudist and Taub 
ally who can still be seen about town 
wearing virtually nothing, agrees 
about her temperament. “If Gypsy 
has a certain idea about something 
and you try to change her mind or do 
something different, she gets very 
belligerent,” he says. “Nevertheless, 
she’s been good for the movement.” 

That movement has deep, em- 
battled roots in the Bay Area. In the 
early 1990s, Andrew Martinez, then 
a student at UC Berkeley, became a 
cause célébre when he began appear- 
ing naked on campus. University 
police arrested the “Naked Guy,” but 
the county prosecutor declared nudity 
legal unless it was accompanied by 
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Nonetheless, the school banned 
public nudity in December 1992, fol- 
lowed less than a year later by the city 
of Berkeley. Martinez was sentenced 
to two years’ probation after he 
crashed a city council meeting in the 
buff, becoming the first casualty of 
the city’s new clothing mandate. After 
a subsequent descent into homeless- 
ness and schizophrenia, he became 
a casualty of another kind when he 
committed suicide in the Santa Clara 
County jail in San Jose, where he was 
being held on assault and battery 
charges. (Public nudity is also illegal 
in San Jose; his mother collected a $1 
million settlement from the county.) 

San Francisco was the region’s last 
nudist holdout. Although the city is 
synonymous with sexual liberation, 
it has also seen a long tug-of-war 
between indulgence and resistance, as 
Josh Sides points out in his book Erotic 
City: Sexual Revolutions and the Making 
of Modern San Francisco. The city has 
always been conflicted about its status 
as “the smut capital of the world,” to 
quote former Mayor Dianne Feinstein. 

Politicians and religious leaders col- 
laborated to squash outré expressions 
of sexuality, often by pursuing “an 
aggressive policy of geographic con- 
tainment,’ according to Sides. The Ten- 
derloin, once rife with porn theaters, 
strip clubs, and gay bars, was a byprod- 
uct of that quarantine — essentially 
a West Coast counterpart to Boston’s 
Combat Zone. The Castro was another 
firewalled area, although its transfor- 
mation from working-class Irish Cath- 
olic enclave to gay stronghold in the 
1970s had less to do with city policy 
than with out-migration. As residents 
of the neighboring Eureka Valley and 
Haight-Ashbury chased the American 
dream into the suburbs, home prices 
dropped, and gays moved in. 

Backlash followed. Fred Methner, 
a spokesman for the Castro Street Im- 
provement Club in the ‘60s and ‘70s, 
regularly lobbied the Board of Super- 
visors and the city Planning Depart- 
ment to purge the “vile” pornography 
that began popping up in the Castro’s 
storefront windows. He found a sym- 
pathetic ear in then-Supervisor Fein- 
stein. With her Lucy van Pelt haircut 
and double-breasted blazers, Fein- 
stein was the city’s self-appointed mo- 
rality czar, waging a scorched-earth 
campaign against adult bookstores 
and porn theaters. 

As Sides recounts, Feinstein tried 
to restrict adult businesses from 
operating within 500 feet of resi- 
dential areas. In dense, 49-square- 
mile San Francisco, that would have 
shunted red light retail into outlying 
industrial neighborhoods such as 
Bayview-Hunters Point. Already 
beleaguered by the loss of jobs after 
the Hunters Point Naval Shipyard 
closed in 1974, the predominately 
African-American community there 
bristled at becoming a designated 
“porno zone.” Feinstein compromised 
by proposing that adult businesses 
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not operate within 1,000 feet of each 
other — a law the Board of Supervi- 
sors passed in 1978. 

Fast-forward 30 years and a differ- 
ent, but no less heated, moral crusade 
gripped City Hall (with Feinstein still 
invoked as the exemplar of prudish- 
ness. Per Rusty Mills, “Scott Wiener 
aspires to be the next Dianne Fein- 
stein.”). On Nov. 5, 2012, during a pub- 
lic hearing on the proposed nudity ban, 
Taub choreographed the first of her 
many headline-grabbing spectacles. 

After a succession of residents and 
merchants spoke in favor of Wiener’s 
legislation, citing everything from 
public hygiene to business interests, 


Taub’s seven-year-old son, Daniel, ad- 
dressed the committee. 

“Naked people don’t bother me, 
and they feel like nice people,” he said 
as his mother hoisted him up to the 
microphone. 

Next, Taub’s older son, Nebo, 
announced: “A naked person is like a 
dressed person. There is no difference.” 

Finally, Taub’s daughter, Inti, 
delivered the coup de grace: “If God 
wanted us to go everywhere wearing 
clothes, he should have made it so we 
were born with clothes.” 

Twenty minutes later, Taub, in 
sandals and a shift-like dress, took 
the floor. 

“Nudity does not harm children,” 
she began. “Have you ever seen a child 
cry because they saw a naked person? 
What do children do when they see na- 
ked people? They laugh. It makes them 
happy, it doesn’t traumatize them.” 

She went on to note that “our 
bodies are sacred, and an attack on 
our right to be nude is an attack on 


sacredness, beauty, love, freedom, art, 
and creative self-expression.” She cit- 
ed the Declaration of Independence’s 
guarantee of “unalienable [sic] rights, 
and asserted that body freedom was 
one such right. 

Then, she yanked her dress over 
her head and stood naked under City 
Hall’s pitiless fluorescents. She gave 
the audience behind her a girlish wave. 

“Attacks on body freedom are un- 
constitutional and un-American,’ she 
continued, as a committee member 
advised her that nudity was prohib- 
ited inside City Hall, and a sheriff’s 
deputy closed in. “Down with Scott 
Wiener and his Fascist legislation! We 
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refuse to go back to the Dark Ages of 
body shame and sexual repression!” 

She continued shouting while the 
deputy escorted her out. 

That moment was a turning point 
in Taub’s career as a public figure. 
Although the nudity ban passed 
6-to-5 the following month (eliciting 
another naked fracas from Taub and 
cohorts), she had demonstrated that 
an ex-stripper could go commando 
in City Hall and cause a sensation 
without “having to shake [her] ass in 
someone's face.” 

She had also introduced San 
Francisco to her three children, who, 
alongside their mother, would caper 
through the city like a feral Von Trapp 
family. But just who was this slim, 
intense woman whose naked body 
would soon become criminal? And 
why was she doing this? 


She was born Oxane Taub. Her fa- 
ther was a physicist and an amateur in- 
ventor, her mother a seamstress. When 
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Taub talks about her childhood in Bre- 
zhnev’s USSR, the country takes on the 
bucolic charm of a Currier & Ives print. 

Summers were spent in a rented 
country house surrounded by mead- 
ows and lakes. There were wild berries 
to pick and mushrooms to forage. 

The village mothers made soups and 
salads, fresh preserves and pastries — 
hearty Slavic meals washed down with 
industrial-strength tea. Neighbors 
talked deep into the night. Everyone 
knew a good joke. 

Taub calls these the happiest sum- 
mers of her life, and also some of the 
most soulful. She was a serious girl 
who wrote poetry and daydreamed 
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Gypsy Taub disrobes at City Hall 
on Nov. 20, 2012. 


about a world where people loved each 
other and celebrated life — an ideal- 
ist, even in the ruins of the Cold War. 

“T was always interested in con- 
sciousness, she says. “As a kid, I spent 
hours thinking about eternity and end- 
lessness and life after death. I didn’t 
want to believe this is all there is.” 

The good times ended when she was 
a teenager. The Soviet Union’s “Era of 
Stagnation,” a period of political inertia 
and economic decline, finally took its 
toll. Meat shortages swept the country. 
Tractors broke down and stayed that 
way. Men drank in the streets. A chill 
fell over Moscow’s brutalist housing 
blocks as the state veered back towards 
Stalinist repression. 

“When I was 12 or 13, my parents 
told me that we're being lied to about 
everything,’ Taub says. “We’re not the 
freest and best country in the world. 
We’re oppressed.” 


Taub’s home life mirrored the 
country’s deterioration. Her father 
grew moody and violent. Her mother 
was constantly “on the verge of an 
emotional crisis.” Taub buried herself 
in schoolwork to avoid going home. 

“IT can’t say the government made 
my life hell,” Taub says. “My family 
pretended to be happy when they 
weren't. All of my problems came 
from them.” 

Decades later, Taub uncovered the 
reason for her mother’s neuroses: 
She'd been prostituted and raped by 
her father — Taub’s grandfather — 
from the time she was a child. 

Taub claims that she, too, was 
repeatedly raped by her grandfather, 
although the evidence she offers is 
memories recovered during LSD trips. 
She experienced visions of her grand- 
father molesting her with his hands, 
she says, followed by three men rap- 
ing her until she blacked out. After 
using the psychoactive substance ibo- 
gaine last year, Taub says she “com- 
municated” with her dead mother and 
forgave her for not keeping Taub safe 
as a child. 

It’s tempting to chalk these up as 
drug-induced fantasias. Except, for 
Taub, they’re deadly real, and a kind of 
Rosetta Stone that deciphers her en- 
tire life. She admits as much, noting, 
“Without psychedelics I wouldn’t be 
alive.” When she’s done with Amer- 
ica — which may be soon since, as 
she says, ‘there is no freedom in this 
country” — she plans to open an ibo- 
gaine clinic in Portugal (where drugs 
have been decriminalized) to treat her- 
oin addicts and child abuse survivors. 

Taub weathered her family’s mis- 
ery until she moved to America alone 
at 19, ignoring her parents’ warnings 
that émigrés “get murdered as soon as 
they get off the plane.” 

Although drugs didn’t bring her to 
the U.S., they’ve been a cornerstone 
of her life here, more so even than 
nudity. One day in Boston, a friend 
who was tripping on acid told Taub 

ow “mind-opening” psychedelics 
were. They aren't addictive, he said. 
You don't lose your mind, you find it — a 
seductive slogan to a self-loathing girl 
barely out of her teens. 

Taub was intrigued. Shortly after, 
she and her boyfriend ate mushrooms 
while watching TV. They “laughed 
[their] asses off,” she remembers. It 
was an innocent introduction to what 
is now one of the most autodidactic 
obsessions of her life: consciousness 
expansion. 

After a year in Boston, Taub re- 
located to the Bay Area, where she 
discovered LSD. 

“Td heard that everyone was 
dropping acid at Cal, so I figured if it 
wasn't making them stupid, it proba- 
bly wouldn’t make me stupid either,” 
she says. 

She stayed up all night during her 
first acid trip and promised herself 
that she'd go to the library the next 
morning to learn how to make her 
own LSD. Like a true communist, she 
believed in owning the means >> p14 
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At 23, Taub enrolled at City Col- 
lege of San Francisco and declared a 
pre-med major. Her interest in altered 
mental states had encouraged her to 
become a psychiatrist. To help pay 
tuition, she enlisted with a modeling 
agency that got her gigs in adult enter- 
tainment. An amateur pornographer 
who sold VHS tapes via mail-order cat- 
alogs hired her to do solo videos, and 
later, girl-on-girl shoots. 

Although she was making money 
and earning straight A’s, Taub says 
it was a bleak time. She didn’t have 
many friends, and America “didn’t 
represent the things [she] was look- 
ing for in terms of freedom.” She 
dropped out of City College after a 
year and a half. 

“I felt really broken inside, and I 
was tired of projecting this image of 
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being a successful person and fooling 
everybody,” she says. “I spent all of 
my time studying. I didn’t have a so- 
cial life. It was a waste of time.” 

In 1995, she experienced the 
“biggest awakening of [her] life.” She’d 
gone to New Mexico to track down an 
Indian shaman from whom she hoped 
to learn ancient healing arts. Instead, 
she was invited to a peyote meeting 
in Steamboat, Ariz., a sparse desert 
settlement in the midst of Navajo, 
Apache, and Zuni Indian territories. 

Peyote meetings are intensely pri- 
vate, confessional affairs. Two dozen 
tribal members cram into a teepee 
and ingest peyote. A drum beats. One 
by one, each person unburdens his or 
her grief while everybody else wails or 
chants or staggers outside the teepee 
to vomit. 

“T wanted to move there as soon as 
I experienced it,” Taub says. “I’m from 
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Taub’s wedding at San Francisco 
City Hall in December 2013. 


Russia, I couldn’t be farther from the 
Indian culture, but it was so healing. I 
felt reborn.” 

Shortly after, she traveled home 
to post-Soviet Russia and fell in 
love with a long-haired countryman 
named Serguey, whom she married. 

Serguey had horrific baggage: At 
16, he lost both his brother and his 
best friend to suicide. Another broth- 
er was murdered that same year. 

“He had a lot of emotional prob- 
lems,” Taub says. Yet, over the next 
three years the couple carved out 
their version of domestic bliss. They 
went to Grateful Dead concerts and 
peyote meetings. They filmed a porn 
together before deciding their love- 
making was too sacred to share. 

Then, in 1998, Serguey killed 
himself. 

“It was unbelievably painful,” Taub 
says. ‘I wanted him to come back.” 

She believed that Serguey’s spirit 
was still at-large in some parallel 
universe and that she could reach him 
through psychedelics. She dropped 
acid and took ecstasy at concerts, 
desperate for a conduit to her hus- 
band’s soul. Every day she performed 
manifestation rituals she’d learned 
online. She attended an ayahuasca 
ceremony in Peru, hoping to come 
closer to Serguey, but the plant only 
unleashed nightmares. 

At a peyote meeting in Shiprock, 
New Mexico, a healer told her, “You 
need to face your fear or it’s going to 
run you off a cliff.” Taub says she felt 
heaven and hell inside of her then, 
and knew the only thing “separating 
God from the devil is fear.” >>p16 
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She had to embrace her fear, even if it 
meant accepting that Serguey’s spirit 
might never come back. 

Until it did. 

In 2013, at the Rainbow Gathering 
in Montana — an annual confab of 
hippies, stoners, burners, artists, and 
assorted other utopians — Taub met 
Jamyz Smith, a 20-year-old traveler 
from Jackson, Mo. Smith’s unkempt, 
dirty-blonde hair perpetually hid his 
face, but when he took Taub in his 
arms to dance, she knew that Serguey 
had returned. 

“His eyes are the same, the way he 
combs his hair is the same, the way he 
laughs, smiles, gets angry, cries, the 
clothes he wears, every goddamn little 
detail is the same,” she says. 

They returned to Berkeley and got 
engaged. By then, San Francisco's nu- 
dity ban had been in effect for almost 
half a year. Taub was deep into her 
activism. Smith had “a lot of hang-ups” 
about being naked in public, accord- 
ing to Taub, but after the couple's 
engagement, he began championing 
his finacée’s cause — so much so that 
on Dec. 19, 2013, the couple staged a 
nude wedding on the steps of City Hall. 

It was another anarchic Taub 
spectacle. George Davis officiated the 
ceremony, reading from a thick tome 
labeled EROTIC ART. Local press pho- 
tographers lent the wedding a kind 
of paparazzi luster. Taub and Smith 
stripped down to repeat their vows. 
After the kiss and bouquet toss, a ma- 
riachi band burst into vehement song, 
and the newlyweds danced. 

It turned out to be anything but a 
fairytale marriage. 

“He was too young for her,” fellow 
nudist Lloyd Fishback says of Taub’s 
husband, adding that she led Smith 
around “like a rag doll,” although “he 
seemed like the kind of person who 
wanted to be led around.” 

Taub and Smith recently separated, 
and Smith returned to Missouri. 

“He’s going through a really dark 
stage in his life,” Taub says. “He was 
raised around Bible-thumping people. 
Everybody was cooking their own 
meth and abusing their kids, pros- 
tituting their kids. He went back to 
Missouri to take care of some things.” 

(Smith could not be reached for 
comment.) 

Taub says she’s open to reconciling 
some day, provided Smith stops being 
“an asshole.” Until then, a new pas- 
sion now occupies her time. 


“It’s not just about Gypsy and nu- 
dity. It’s about protecting everybody’s 
right to engage in symbolic speech.” 
This is how Gill Sperlein, Taub’s attor- 
ney, describes the lawsuit now wending 
its way through the Ninth Circuit Court 
of Appeals. Whether or not something 
constitutes symbolic speech is notori- 
ously tricky to parse. There’s a chance, 
albeit slim, that Taub’s case could go all 
the way to the Supreme Court. 

Sperlein is the second attorney to 
take up Taub’s cause. The first, Chris- 
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Lloyd Fishback, a longtime Castro 
nudist. 


tina DiEdoardo, dropped her client 
after “payment issues” arose. (DiEdo- 
ardo didn’t respond to a request for 
comment. Taub says that five plain- 
tiffs, including George Davis, signed 
onto the initial suit, and that none of 
them could agree how to divvy up the 
legal fees.) 

That initial complaint was straight- 
forward: DiEdoardo filed a class action 
suit against the city of San Francisco, 
deeming the nudity ban unconstitu- 
tional. The court dismissed the suit 
because it was filed three months 
before the ban even went into effect; 
in legal parlance, the ordinance wasn’t 
yet “ripe” for litigation. 

An amended complaint was filed 
in March 2013, shortly after which 
DiEdoardo stopped representing her 
clients, possibly because she wasn’t 
being paid. Taub and Davis started 
shopping for a new attorney. 

Initially, Sperlein declined. He was 
close friends with Scott Wiener and 
had worked on the supervisor’s cam- 
paign committee. In turn, Wiener had 
supported Sperlein for a position on 
the city’s Entertainment Commission. 
Representing a client who so frequent- 
ly and fervently denounced Wiener 
would be a betrayal, Sperlein thought. 

The San Francisco Police Depart- 
ment changed his mind. 

In 2014, the SFPD cited Taub for 
appearing nude at the annual Bay to 
Breakers race (in fairness, she was 
wearing a hat bearing the slogan “Re- 
call Wiener”). Sperlein contends that 
the event is a well-known, permitted 
exemption to the nudity ban, and 
that Taub should never have been 
penalized. Moreover, in a brief filed in 
July 2014, he argued that police are 
discriminatory in how they enforce 


the nudity ban. 

As evidence, he points to the 
World Naked Bike Ride and the Crit- 
ical Mass bike rides as events where 
multiple nude participants weren't 
cited. According to him, the reason is 
simple politicking. 

“If you live in San Francisco, you 
know the kind of clout the Bike Co- 
alition has, so it’s not surprising the 
police doesn’t go after them,” Sperlein 
says. Instead, the police continue to 
harass comparative political light- 
weights like Taub. 

Another example of discrimina- 
tion: Taub applied for nude parade 
permits 10 times in the last two 
years, but, according to Sperlein, was 
“ignored or denied each time.” In one 
instance, the city informed Taub she 
was ineligible for a parade permit 
because the 50 to 100 nude attendees 
she expected didn’t constitute a pa- 
rade. Yet, nowhere does the city police 
code specify a minimum number of 
participants to declare a parade. 

In June, the city settled Taub’s dis- 
crimination claim for $20,000, a move 
that saved taxpayers needless expense 
and resolved “an evidence-intensive 
legal sideshow,” according to City At- 
torney spokesman Matt Dorsey. 

And in September, Sperlein won a 
temporary restraining order that pre- 
vented the city and the SFPD from de- 
nying a permit for the “nude-in” and 
parade that Taub held at Jane Warner 
Plaza that month. 

But the elephant in the case, so to 
speak, remains. Is Taub’s nudity pro- 
tected free speech? 

Sperlein, a veteran First Amend- 
ment attorney who often represents 
sex workers and the porn industry, 
argues that “the most challenging 
and provocative speech is upsetting. 
It’s also the most effective.” He com- 
pares Taub to pro-life activists who 
picket abortion clinics with images of 
dead fetuses. While bystanders may 


Rusty Mills, a longtime Castro 
nudist. 
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prefer not to see naked people (or 
dead fetuses), the First Amendment 
protects the rights of both naked and 
pro-life activists to protest however 
they want. 

Taub claims that nudity is her mes- 
sage. Hollywood and Madison Avenue 
fetishize unrealistic, unattainable 
bodies, she says, but her nudity is a 
public service announcement that this 
is what a body looks like. It’s a message 
of self-acceptance presented in delib- 
erately confrontational terms. 

Take, for example, Taub’s children. 
They often appear naked alongside 
their mother at public protests. A trio 
of nude kids — two of whom are vis- 
ibly pubescent — is taboo enough to 
make some observers question Taub’s 
parental ethics. 

“I wouldn’t want to pay her 
psychiatry bills when those kids are 
older,” says Cox, the Castro resident 
who was in City Hall the day Taub’s 
children testified (clothed) in support 
of nudity. He dubs the family’s 
dynamic “creepy.” 

Andrea Aiello, executive director of 
the Castro/Upper Market Community 
Benefit District, says she finds the 
children’s nudity “concerning.” 

Sperlein won't even talk on record 
about Taub’s children, saying only 
that he’s a “First Amendment absolut- 
ist” who wouldn’t presume to counsel 
Taub about her family. 

Taub, frankly, doesn’t give a shit 
what anyone thinks about her parent- 
ing skills. “It’s okay to be nude until 
you're five, so how’s it different if 
you re 10? I don’t see any reason why 
this is wrong. Abuse doesn’t happen 
in the middle of downtown San Fran- 
cisco.” 

State law is on Taub’s side. Ac- 
cording to Sylvia Deporto of Child 
Protective Services, no child welfare 
agency in California takes a position 
on raising kids as nudists. She adds 
that CPS in San Francisco has never 
traced child nudity to a credible risk 
to the child’s safety. 

“And if it’s sanctioned by the city, 
as with a permit, I don’t see how we 
can intervene anyway, Deporto adds. 

For some Castro neighbors, that 
Taub protests at all in San Francisco is 
galling. Both Cox and Aiello say that 
Taub, a Berkeley resident, should keep 
her nude circus in the East Bay. 

To that, Taub replies that she’s a 
“citizen of the world” with as much 
right to demonstrate in San Francisco 
as, say, Scott Wiener. Geographic 
boundaries are “bullshit” anyway, 
she adds. 

Even if Taub’s critics are willing to 
concede her naked children and her im- 
pinging on their neighborhood, they’re 
not likely to accept that she has to go 
the full monty to share her message. 
After all, women can still go topless 
under the nudity ban. (In the after- 
math of the ban’s passage, Taub would 
protest in Jane Warner Plaza with a 
purple strapon, thus keeping her vulva 
covered and her act street legal.) 

This is one argument that infuri- 
ates Sperlein. 


“Whenever this issue comes up 
on Facebook, people say, “Public 
nudity wouldn't be so bad if it was 
pretty people doing it.’ Well, that’s 
the fucking point. That last stitch is 
everything.” 

That last stitch was also the last 
straw for many in Scott Wiener’s 
district. Since the passage of the 
nudity ban in 2012, public nudity in 
San Francisco is sporadic and mild, 
usually piggybacking on a permitted 
event such as the Folsom Street Fair. 
Lloyd Fishback still makes his daily 
nude circuit through the Castro, ex- 
cept now a gold lamé pouch hides his 
genitals. What the neighborhood lost 
in local color it apparently gained in 
Civic peace. 

“For me, the issue is put to bed. I 
try not to think about it anymore,” 
Cox says. 

Aiello seconds that. “I don’t get 
complaints. I don’t get emails. It’s a 
non-issue now.” 

Expunging Taub and her band of 
nudists from the Castro has segued 
into another kind of turf war, how- 
ever. As George Davis notes, Jane 
Warner Plaza is now sporadically 
colonized by crust punks and the 
homeless, almost none of whom oc- 
cupied the neighborhood before the 
nudity ban. 

“At least nudists were friendly and 
more fun,” he says. 

Perhaps because of that, there’s 
been a subtle thawing toward Taub. 
In the past, she was generally pi- 
geonholed as a harmless kook, or the 
live-action equivalent of an internet 
troll — abrasive, unapologetic, and 
uncompromising. 

Recently, though, she’s been em- 
braced, however tepidly, as that most 
fragile of municipal assets: a local 
character. She harkens back to a San 
Francisco before the current era of 
exaggerated wealth and corporate 
kowtowing, to a city that still ap- 
preciated individualists who had the 
strength of their own convictions, 
however offbeat. 

“Sometimes we have conversations 
where she’s convinced she represents 
the majority of San Franciscans. I’m 
not always convinced,” Sperlein says. 

But just last month, SFGate includ- 
ed Taub in a round-up of “outsized 
personalities” who carry the torch 
of San Francisco weirdness. Indeed, 
Taub’s quest — as quixotic and niche 
as it seems — is distinctly San Fran- 
ciscan. You could argue that her pre- 
cursors are renegades such as Carol 
Doda, the legendary stripper who 
flung aside her pasties on the Con- 
dor stage in 1964, or Mother Boats, 
the leader of the Psychedelic Venus 
Church, who, in 1973, sailed from 
America in a schooner crewed with 
naked passengers. 

Mother Boats is gone now. So is 
Carol Doda. And Taub has her sights 
on Portugal, where she can live her 
“normal, boring life” in peace — a 
woman with nothing to hide. 


JLybarger@SFWeekly.com 
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Sat 12/5 | Festivals 


GLOGG DAY AFTERNOON 


Among the lower-profile festivals on the 
holiday landscape, the Swedish Christ- 
mas Fair is one of the oldest and most 
distinctive. Since 1984, this event has pro- 
vided Bay Area Scandinavians with a taste 
of home and given locals of all back- 
grounds a day of festive Swedish immer- 
sion. The celebration features Swedish folk 
music, dance, crafts, gifts, costumes, and 
children’s activities such as fishing for 
goodies at the fiskdammen (fish pond) and 
decorating gingerbread figures. Food and 
drink include meatballs, waffles with jam, 
open-faced shrimp sandwiches, and warm 
glogg (mulled red wine). An always-popu- 
lar attraction is the fair’s St. Lucia proces- 
sion, in which a girl representing St. Lucia 
arrives with candles in her hair, symboli- 
cally illuminating Sweden’s dark winter at- 
mosphere. “Lucia” will make several 
appearances at Saturday’s fair, joined by 
children bearing treats and singing carols. 
The Swedish Christmas Fair will take 
place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 5, at the Cathedral of Saint Mary of 
the Assumption, 1111 Gough St., S.F. $2- 
$8; sanfrancisco.swea.org. Anita Katz 
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Mon 12/7 | Theatrical Reading 


ICAN’T DRIVE 95 


It’s difficult for most Americans to imagine, 
but if you grow up in San Francisco or New 
York (or Berlin, Seoul, London, Singapore 
...) it’s possible to avoid driving altogether. 
Facing the task later in life, long after the 
hormonal rush of teenage invincibility has 
drained from the system, can be revelatory 
— as our own cousin discovered during a 
brief exile to Southern California. (‘Tt’s all 
so tenuous,’ she gasped.) When Adam Gop- 
nik’s essay The Driver's Seat: What 
We Learn When We Learn to Drive 
was published in The New Yorker earlier this 
year, our cousin's experience was validated 
on a national level. Gopnik’s realization 
that he was suddenly in control ofa 
fast-moving “two-ton weapon” led him to 
pity all pedestrians and marvel at the very 
fabric of civilization. His awe was height- 
ened by academic studies of street traffic by 
sociologist Erving Goffman and brought 
down to earth by the constant buoyancy of 
his driving instructor 

“The Driver’s Seat” starts at 7:30 
p.m. at Nourse Theater, 275 Hayes St., 
S.F. $42; 415-392-4400 or cityarts.net. 
Silke Tudor 
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Hae Vea a LISTINGS 


Calendar listings are offered as a free service 
to SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
Calendar@SFWeekly.com, fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Listings rotate regularly, as space 
allows. All phone numbers are area code 415 
unless otherwise noted. Our complete listings of 
local events - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


ART - GALLERIES 


111 Minna Gallery. ‘‘Holding Pattern’’: Kelly Tunstall and 
Ferris Plock: A collection of all new work by Ferris 
Plock and Kelly Tunstall that details lives spent in the 
air, or more symbolically, in transition between two 
spaces. The collection includes several large-scale 
collaborations, pairing Plock’s obsession for detail 
with Tunstall’s more ethereal style, though both ever 
graphic, in contrast with fields of metallic, rich color, 
or wood grain. The exhibition will also include new 
video work and sculptural components. Through 
Dec. 31. Free. 111 Minna, San Francisco, 974-1719, 
11minnagallery.com. 

Andrea Schwartz Gallery. Cara Barer and Pang-Chieh 
Hsu: Barer’s work combines her love of printed 
reference materials with her interest in travel. Hsu's 
recent oil paintings of paper money are motivated 
by his observance of architecture. By appointment 
only. Mondays-Saturdays, 9 a.m.-5:03 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 18. Free. 545 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
495-2090, asgallery.com. 


Arte Verissima. “La Famiglia”: Celebrating the 


community of visual artists whose past, present, 
and future involvement makes the gallery's rig- 
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orous programming of exhibitions possible. “La 
Famiglia,” features a curated selection of works 
by twelve celebrated local artists: Andrew Ameral, 
Douglas Andelin, Halsted Craig Hannah, Robert 
Hunt, Jamie Morgan, Lawrence Noble, Kazuhiko 
Sano, Robert Steele, Lauren Szabo, Carol Tarzier, 
Bruce Wolfe, and Dennis Ziemienski. Dec. 4-Jan. 
10. free. arteverissima.com/la-famiglia-group-ex- 
hibition/. 4432 Piedmont, Oakland, 818-730-3677, 
arteverissima.com. 

Berkeley Art Center. Here: 2015 BAC Artists Annual 
Exhibition, Part I: Come enjoy a pop-up shop curated 
by Marion & Rose's Workshop, holiday drinks and 
treats, and meet the artists during areception from 
3pm-5pm. Bring home one (or more) of the pieces in 
the show for special holiday gifts, available at very 
affordable prices. Sat., Dec. 5, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. free. 
510-644-6893. programs@berkeleyartcenter.org. 
www. berkeleyartcenter.org/#/2015-artist-annu- 
al-exhibition/. 1275 Walnut, Berkeley, 510-644-6893, 
berkeleyartcenter.org. 

Brian Gross Fine Art. Robert Hudson: Robert Hudson, 
a steel-welding trailblazer in the West Coast assem- 
blage movement for more than 50 years, presents 
new drawings and sculptures. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Jan. 2. Free. 248 Utah, San Fran- 
cisco, 788-1050, briangrossfineart.com. 

Catharine Clark Gallery. Sandow Birk: Imaginary 
Monuments: A series of large-scale drawings on 
paper. Sandow Birk is a Los Angeles artist known for 
his creative output around social issues. Thursdays, 
11 a.m.-7 p.m.; Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays, Sat- 
urdays, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Dec. 23. 
Free. cclarkgallery.com/. 248 Utah, San Francisco, 
399-1439, cclarkgallery.com. 

City Hall. Jeremy Fish: 0 Glorious City: Jeremy Fish was 
named San Francisco City Hall's first artist-in-resi- 
dence. The San Francisco Arts Commission has given 
Fish a mandate to create 100 art pieces to be on 
display at City Hall. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays, 
Fridays, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. Continues through Feb. 12. 





photo by Leg Avenue 


*Ends 12/24/15. Certain 
restrictions apply. See 
store for details. , 


ult dvd & toy store iV 


168 BEACON STREET BLDG B, SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO 
MON-FRI: 10AM-7PM, SAT-SUN: 10AM-8PM. PHONE: ( 


WWW.THEGALLERI.COM 


NE: (650) 827-3946 


Free. sfartscommission.org. 1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett, 
San Francisco, 554-5184, sfgov.org. 

CK Contemporary. Conor Walton: Enemies of Progress: 
“The Enemies of Progress” will be an in-depth 
anthology of Walton's works. CK Contemporary will 
host the artist at the gallery for a one-night-only 
meet and greet reception on Saturday, Nov./th. 
Through Dec. 7, 6-9 p.m. Free. 397-0114. www. 
ckcontemporary.com. 357 Geary, San Francisco, 
397-0114, ckcontemporary.com. 

David Brower Center. Edward Burtynsky: ‘Water’: The 
exhibit features Burtynsky’s latest: Water, which 
took him to the Deepwater Horizon spill, Rajasthan, 
Salton Sea, Netherlands, and the Yellow River Dam 
in China. The exhibit opens with a talk by Burtynsky. 
Saturdays, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.; Mondays-Fridays, 9 a.m.-5 
p.m. Continues through Feb. 4. Free. 510-809-0900. 
browercenter.org. 2150 Allston Way, Berkeley, 510- 
809-0900, browercenter.org. 

The Dryansky Gallery. Celestial Nights: Photographs 
by Neil Folberg: The Dryansky Gallery marks its one 
year anniversary with the powerful exhibition, Celes- 
tial Nights, a spectacular series of black and white 
photographs by Jerusalem-based photographer, 
Neil Folberg. Wednesdays-Fridays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m.; 
Saturdays, Sundays, 12:30-5 p.m. Continues through 
Jan. 17. Free. 932-9302. www.thedryansky.com/ 
neil-folberg-exhibition. 2120 Union, San Francisco, 
932-9302, thedryansky.com. 

FFDG. On Silent Haunches: Group painting show 
featuring Nicholas Bohac, Michelle Fleck, Emily 
Proud, and Jenny Sharaf. Wednesdays-Saturdays. 
2277 Mission, San Francisco, 500-2166, ffdg.net. 

Fifty24SF Gallery. Devolution: Group show featuring 


THURSDAY 


Photography 


ACCIDENTAL ARTISTS 


Benjamin Constantine, Tina Lugo, Smithe, and 
Lauren YS. Wednesdays-Sundays. 252 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 252-9144, fifty24sf.com. 

Fraenkel Gallery. Sophie Calle: Calle uses photogra- 
phy, text, and video to pursue her sociological and 
autobiographical investigations. Her exhibition 
focuses on four bodies of work in which the artist 
delves into the nature of love, violence, secrets, 
and death. Tuesdays-Saturdays. Continues through 
Dec. 24. Free. 981-2661. mail@fraenkelgallery.com. 
www.fraenkelgallery.com. 49 Geary, San Francisco, 
981-2661, fraenkelgallery.com. 

Gallery Paule Anglim. ‘‘A Studio in Iceland”: A group 
exhibition featuring works by John Buck, Hunter 
Buck, Deborah Butterfield, Pordis A. Siguroardottir, 
Emma Ulen-Klees, Nina Zurier, and John Zurier. 
Through Jan. 16, 2016. 14 Geary, San Francisco, 
433-2710, gallerypauleanglim.com. 

Lesher Center for the Arts. ‘The Art of the Brick”: 
Bedford Gallery hosts “The Art of the Brick,” an 
exhibit featuring large-scale sculptures constructed 
out of LEGO® bricks by New York artist Nathan 
Sawaya. The Gallery will be closed October 2-3, and 
November 11, 26-27. Tuesdays-Sundays, 12-5 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 20. Free-$5. 925-295-1417. 
bedfordgallery.org. 1601 Civic, Walnut Creek, 925- 
943-7469, lesherartscenter.org. 

Modern Eden. “All Aboard the Dream Boat”: A solo 
exhibition of characters from Animal Battle by 
visual storyteller Maryanna Hoggatt. Through Dec. 
5. Free. 801 Greenwich, San Francisco, 956-3303, 
moderneden.com. 

SF Camerawork. John Sanborn: “V+M”": Exhibition 
of video artist John Sanborn. Through Dec. 3. Free. 


1011 Market St. 2nd Floor, San Francisco, 487-1011, 
sfcamerawork.org. 

University of San Francisco (USF). Just Passing 
Through: Sculptures & Installations: Kalmanovitz Hall 
rooftop sculpture terrace exhibit featuring large- 
scale works by Llewelynn Fletcher, Sasha Petrenko, 
Austin Thomas, and May Wilson. Mondays-Fridays, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 11. 2130 Fulton, 
San Francisco, 422-5555, usfca.edu. 

Vorres Gallery. Catherine Woskow: “Figuratively 
Speaking”: Artist reception Nov. 14. Tuesdays-Satur- 
days, 11a.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Dec. 31. Free. 
423-4345. vorresgallery.com. 3681 Sacramento, San 
Francisco, 423-4345, vorresgallery.com. 


BURLESQUE 


Bombshell Betty & Her Burlesqueteers: Get bawdy 
at this monthly burlesque performance with music 
provided by Fromagique. Second Tuesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10, bombshellbetty.net. Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Burlesque in YOUR Neck of the Woods: The Richmond 
gets Red Hot(s) with Dottie Lux and company. 
Thursdays, 8 p.m., $10-$20, redhotsburlesque.com. 
Neck of the Woods, 406 Clement, San Francisco, 
387-6343, neckofthewoodssf.com. 

First Friday Follies: With Belles du Jour & burlesque 
guests. First Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/groups/97138677663. Stork Club, 
2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, stork- 
cluboakland.com. 

The Garter Room: An Intimate Burlesque Affair: With 
Fishnet Follies Classic Burlesque Revue. First Thurs- 
day of every month, 10 p.m., $8-$13, fishnetfollies. 
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While it takes a skilled and talented artist to create a masterful painting or sculpture, a photographer can shoot a terrific im- 
age simply by accident. Vernacular photographs — scrapbook pictures, photo-booth strips, press shots, and other images not 
intended as art —sometimes have artistic merit or convey something profound. Vernacular Vixens, opening today at 
Robert Tat Gallery, features about 35 photographs of women and girls selected from the 11,000-plus-piece collection of Rob- 
ert E. Jackson, a highly regarded collector who believes snapshots can be art. The exhibition substantiates this view, empha- 
sizing the role that collectors such as Jackson have played in the establishing of vernacular photography as a genre. From an 
elderly woman holding a turtle to an acrobat seen in double exposure to a girl blowing a giant bubble, these subjects have sto- 
ries to tell. The public can meet Jackson this evening at the exhibit’s opening reception. 

Vernacular Vixens will open with a reception (5-7:30 p.m.) on Thursday, Dec. 3, and continue through Saturday, Feb. 
6, at Robert Tat Gallery, 49 Geary St., Suite 410, S.F. Free; 415-781-1122 or roberttat.com. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Courtesy Warner Bros. 


Animated Music 


Warner Bros. presents Bugs Bunny 
at the Symphony II, a program that 
pays tribute to our early classical music 
education, features screenings of Loo- 
ney Tunes cartoons like “Rabbit of Se- 
ville,” “Corny Concerto,” and “What’s 
Opera, Doc?” at 8 p.m. Through Dec. 8 
at Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van 
Ness Ave., S.F. $25-$95; 415-864-6000 
or sfsymphony.org. 
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Ben Hersh 
Dance 


Katharine Hawthorne presents Main- 
frame, a program that brings five 
dancers in direct contact with six re- 
tired Macintosh monitors to explore 
how computers have redefined our 
physical perceptions, starts at 8 p.m. 
Through Dec. 5 at ODC Theater, 3153 
17th St., S.F. $20-$25; 415-863-6606 
or odcdance.org. 


We Like It 

Like That: 

~ The Rise 
<-of Latin 


1 Beoogalgo 


e 


Film 


We Like It Like That: The Rise of 
Latin Boogaloo, a documentary that 
explores the South Bronx, Brooklyn, 
and E] Barrio during the 1960s to find 
the roots of Latin soul from Pete Rodri- 
guez to Joe Bataan, starts at 7:30 p.m. 
and at 2 p.m. on Dec. 6 at Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts, 701 Mission St., 
S.F. $10; 415-978-2787 or ybca.org. 
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com. Legionnaire Saloon, 2272 Telegraph, Oakland, 
510-891-8660, legionnairesaloon.com. 

Mischief: Weekly burlesque and variety show featuring 
Hunny Bunny and Her Hot Toddies. Fridays, 8 p.m., 
free, hunnybunnyburlesque.com. Skylark Bar, 3089 
16th St., San Francisco, 621-9294, skylarkbar.com. 

Monday Night Hubba: Oakland's loss is San Francisco's 
gain as the closure of the Uptown Nightclub means 
Hubba Hubba Revue's weekly burlesque show moves 
to SOMA on Monday nights. Mondays, 9 p.m., $7-$12, 
hubbarevue.com. DNA Lounge, 375 11th St., San 
Francisco, 626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Red Hots Burlesque: Dottie Lux has led these weekly 
shimmy showcases since 2008. Fridays, 7 p.m.; 
Wednesdays, 7 p.m., $5-$10, redhotsburlesque. 
com. BeatBox, 314 tith St., San Francisco, 500-2675, 
beatboxsf.com. 


COMEDY 


Best of San Francisco Stand-Up Comedy: 18+ local 
comedy showcase. Fridays, 8 p.m., $15, bestofsf- 
standup.com. The Variety Preview Room (The Hobart 
Building), 582 Market, San Francisco, 781-3893, 
varietync.org/screening-room. 

Brainwash Weekend Comedy Showcase: Because 
when it comes to doing laundry, laughter makes 
your clothes’ whites whiter and colors brighter. 
That's just science, duh. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San 
Francisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Cheaper Than Therapy: Jon Allen, Eloisa Bravo, and 
Scott Simpson offer comedians (and audiences) 
a chance to unburden their minds at this regular 
night of stand-up. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $10, 
cttcomedy.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

Comedy @ The Comet Club: Your free weekly chance 
to laugh in the Marina (instead of at it). Wednesdays, 
8:30 p.m., free, facebook.com/sufficientcomedy. 
Comet Club, 3111 Fillmore, San Francisco, 567-5589. 

Comedy Machine: A one-night, three-round comedy 
tournament featuring eight comedians all competing 
to be chosen as the champion. Unlike any other 
comedy show in the Bay Area, we give the power 
to the audience to choose who they want to see 
continue. Comedians literally live and die by the fans. 
Hosted weekly by comedian Will Cole. Wednesdays, 
8:30-10 p.m., $7 adv., $10, https://www.facebook. 
com/sfcomedymachine. The Purple Onion at Kell’s, 
530 Jackson St., San Francisco. 

Comedy Night: Open mic hosted by Tony Sparks. Thurs- 
days, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 1122 
Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, brainwash.com. 

Comedy Night at Il Pirata: Tony Sparks has presided 
over this long-running local showcase since 2005. 
First Friday of every month, 9 p.m. Il Pirata, 2007 
16th St., San Francisco, 626-2626, ilpiratasf.com. 

Comedy Noir: Hosted by Valerie Branch. Fridays, 8 p.m. 
Balancoire, 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 920-0577, 
balancoiresf.com. 

Comedy Oasis: Hosted by Juan Medina. Second 
Wednesday of every month, 7 p.m., $5. Oasis, 298 
Tith St., San Francisco, 985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

Cynic Cave: Hosted by George Chen and Kevin O'Shea. 
Saturdays, 8 p.m., cyniccave.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Dash: Late-night improv comedy romps by the Un- 
Scripted Theater Company. Saturdays, 10 p.m., 
$10. Un-Scripted Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 
un-scripted.com. 

Doc's Comedy Open Mic: Comedy returns to the 
North Beach space formerly occupied by landmark 
nightclub The Purple Onion — and this weekly open 
mic means that you, too, can share the same stage 
where Lenny Bruce once stood. Mondays, 7 p.m., 
free. Doc's Lab, 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 649- 
6191, docslabsf.com. 

Dueling Pianos at Johnny Foley's: Merry musical 
sing-alongs. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 9 p.m., free, 
duelingpianosatfoleys.com. Johnny Foley's Irish 
House, 243 O'Farrell St., San Francisco, 954-0777, 
johnnyfoleys.com. 
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Gettin’ Weird: With Stokes & Holtz. First Monday of 
every month, 8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, 
San Francisco, 387-6455, milksf.com. 

Harvey's Funny Tuesdays: Hosted by Ronn Vigh. 
Tuesdays, 9 p.m., free. Harvey's, 500 Castro, San 
Francisco, 431-4278, harveyssf.com. 

#HellaHustle Showcase: Weekly comedy presented 
by True Hustle Entertainment. Wednesdays, 7 p.m., 
truehustleentertainment.com. Brainwash Cafe & 
Laundromat, 1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, 
brainwash.com. 

Hysteria: Comedy Open Mic for Women & Queers: 
Hosted by Irene Tu and Jessica Sele, with all gen- 
ders welcome (but misogyny most definitely not). 
Mondays, 6 p.m. Oasis, 298 llth St., San Francisco, 
985-4442, sfoasis.com. 

“Joking, Not Slurred’’: A free comedy showcase 
Every other Monday, 5 p.m.-midnight, Free, 
650-787-2432, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/1640699289539010/. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, 
San Francisco, oddjobsf.com. 

Joking, Not Slurred: Every other Monday, 7 p.m., 
free. Oddjob, 1337 Mission, San Francisco, 555-1337, 
oddjobsf.com. 

The Layover Comedy Night: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., free. 
The Layover, 1517 Franklin, Oakland, 510-834-1517, 
oaklandlayover.com. 

Melt the Mic: Free comedy night produced by Griffin 
Daley. Mondays, 8 p.m., free, griffindaley.com. 
Melt!, 700 Columbus, San Francisco, 392-9290, 
melt-cafe.com. 

Milkin’ It!; Local and national comics hosted by Jules 
Posner. Second and Third Tuesday of every month, 
8 p.m., free. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

Misery Index: This free monthly yuk-fest “brings 
together some of the most pessimistic, neurotic, 
and dysfunctional individuals on the face of the 
planet: stand-up comedians.” First Monday of every 
month, 9 p.m., free, miseryindexcomedy.com. The 
Rite Spot Cafe, 2099 Folsom, San Francisco, 552- 
6066, ritespotcafe.net. 

The Mission Position: Weekly stand-up comedy 
showcase hosted by Matt Lieb, Kate Willett, Jessica 
Sele, Richard Toomer, and Torio Van Grol. Thursdays, 
8 p.m., $10, missionpositionlive.com. Lost Weekend 
Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 643-3373, www. 
lostweekendvideo.com. 

Moe Greene: Comedy open mic hosted by Michael 
Brandon. Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. The Basement, 222 
Hyde, San Francisco, 742-7222, thebasementsf.com. 

Night Moves: Midnight comedy madness with hosts 
Josef Anolin and Joey Devine. Saturdays, 11:59 p.m., 
$5. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 816-3691, 
pianofight.com. 

Nightlife on Mars: Free weekly comedy night with 
Nightlife on Mars (hosted by Ryan Cronin) plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8:30 p.m., free, nightlifeonmars. 
com. Murphy's Pub, 217 Kearny St., San Francisco, 
693-9588. 

OMFG: Weekly comedy open mic. Tuesdays, 7 p.m., 
free. OMG, 43 Sixth St., San Francisco, 896-6374, 
clubomgsf.com. 

Pamtastic’s Comedy Clubhouse: Weekly comedy 
podcast with host Pam Benjamin and a live audience. 
Fridays, 8 p.m., free, facebook.com/PamtasticsCom- 
edyClubhouse. Mutiny Radio, 2781 21st St., San 
Francisco, mutinyradio.fm. 

The Purple Onion at Kells: Comedy Machine: Weekly 
single-elimination comedy tournament. Wednesdays, 
8:30 p.m., $15, purpleonionatkells.com. Kells Irish 
Restaurant & Bar, 530 Jackson, San Francisco, 
955-1916, kellsirish.com. 

Real Live Comedians: Second Wednesday of every 
month, 9 p.m., $10 advance, facebook.com/RealLi- 
veComedians. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, San Francisco, 
816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Rock n Roll Comedy Jam: Featuring music by Medicine 
Bug and comedy by Affirmative Action Heroes, plus 
guests. Thursdays, 8 p.m., $5-$20, facebook.com/ 
medicinebug. Milk Bar, 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 
387-6455, milksf.com. 

The Roughhouse: Sketch comedy made the San Jose 
way. First Saturday of every month, 10:30 p.m., 






$17.50-$35, roughhousecomedy.com. PianoFight, 
144 Taylor, San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Secret Improv Society: Underground improvisational 
theater. Fridays, Saturdays, 10 p.m., $17-$20, im- 
provsociety.com. Shelton Theater, 533 Sutter, San 
Francisco, 882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

SF Comedy Showcase: Weekly roundup of local 
laughmakers. Sundays, 8 p.m., $12.50. Punch Line, 
444 Battery, San Francisco, 397-7573, punchline- 
comedyclub.com. 

SF Tonight!: Suffering from bad news burnout? Let 
Endgames Improv turn headlines into punchlines at 
this interactive and spontaneous comedy show. Sat- 
urdays, 10:30 p.m., $5, endgamesimprov.com. Stage 
Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, stagewerx.org. 

Storking Comedy: Weekly stand-up routines followed 
by bonus interview segments. Thursdays, 6:30 
p.m., free, facebook.com/SylvanProductions. Stork 
Club, 2330 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-444-6174, 
storkcluboakland.com. 

Talkies: A comedy/multimedia monthly event produced 
by George Chen, Anna Seregina, Jesse Elias, Clare 
O'Kane, and Land Smith-Abbinante. First Friday of 
every month, 8 p.m., $10, talkiesshow.tumblr.com. 
Lost Weekend Video, 1034 Valencia, San Francisco, 
643-3373, www.lostweekendvideo.com. 
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Toomtastic Tuesdays: Comedy open mic night with 
Richard Toomer et vous. Second Tuesday of every 
month, 7 p.m., free. Brainwash Cafe & Laundromat, 
1122 Folsom, San Francisco, 861-3663, brainwash. 
com. 

Troubled: With Rajeev Dhar and friends. Tuesdays, 
6:30-9 p.m., free, troubledcomedy.tumbir.com. 
Amnesia, 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970-0012, 
amnesiathebar.com. 

Tuesday Night Comedy Funnies: Tuesdays, 8 p.m., $17- 
$27. 142 Throckmorton Theatre, 142 Throckmorton, 
Mill Valley, 383-9600, 142throckmortontheatre.com. 

Where the Funny Things Are: Comedy open mic 
hosted by Christian Reyes. Thursdays, 7 p.m. The 
Basement, 222 Hyde, San Francisco, 742-7222, 
thebasementsf.com. 

Your Fucked Up Relationship: Endgames Improv 
makes fun of your romantic foibles for free at this 
long-running weekly comedy catharsis. Fridays, 
10:30 p.m., free with RSVP, endgamesimprov. 
com. Stage Werx, 446 Valencia, San Francisco, 
stagewerx.org. 
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“Christmas in Cuba: Una Noche Tropical”: In cele- 
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bration of renewed relations between Cuba and the 
US, and in the spirit of Havana's celebrated Tropicana 
nightclub, CubaCaribe and Dance Mission present a 
sizzling evening of Cuban cabaret, complete with 
dinner and a show. Featuring Alayo Dance Company 
and guests, with live music directed by Patricio An- 
gulo. Fridays, Saturdays, 7:30 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 5, $45-465. Dance Mission Theater, 3316 24th 
St., San Francisco, 273-4633, dancemission.com. 
EmSpace Dance + Detour Dance: Detour dance & 
EmSpace Dance share space this fall in a double 
bill of sexy, queer-identified dance theater that 
takes on the topics of cruising, cat calling, love and 
catastrophe., detour dance presents Beckon, anew 
dance/theater piece that evokes the complexity of 
power, sex, and race. Beckon features storytelling, 
song, full-bodied dance, and idiosyncratic theatrical- 
ity., EmSpace Dance presents Whether to Weather, 
a dance play that traces the interlocking stories 
of two pairs of lovers, one in a whirlwind romance 
under the influence of the changing seasons, the 
other navigating weird weather and the unraveling 
of their long-term relationship. Fri., Dec. 4, 8-10 
p.m.; Sat., Dec. 5, 8-10 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 6, 5-7 p.m.; 
Thu., Dec. 10, 8-10 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 11, 8-10 p.m.; Sat., 
Dec. 12, 8-10 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 13, 5-7 p.m., = >> 


Don’t lose your 
benefits—renew 
every year! 
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$17-$30, 408-772-9227, www.detourdance.com/ 
detour-emspace. NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa, San 
Francisco, theatreofyugen.org. 

Katharine Hawthorne presents Mainframe: “Main- 
frame” is a dance asking how computers have 
changed the way we see our bodies and how we 
connect. Thu., Dec. 3, 8-9:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 4, 
8-9:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 5, 8-9:30 p.m., $20-$35. 
ODC Theater, 3153 17th St., San Francisco, 863-6606, 
odctheater.org. 

Rhythm & Motion The Fall Student Showcase: 
Friday's line-up includes Contemporary Dance w/ 
Chimene Pollard, World Dance Fusion with Katy 
Barnhill, Mexican Folkloric with Norberto Martinez, 
Flamenco with Danica Sena, Salsa Rueda Interm. 
With Ryan Mead & Sidney Weaverling, Clogging with 
Kevin Smiley, Salsa Rueda Adv. with Ryan Mead and 
Sidney Weaverling, and Fusion Rhythms with Ken 
Scott. Saturday's line-up includes Modern Rhythms 
with Wendy Rein, Contemporary Dance with Todd 
Eckert, Fusion Rhythms with Ken Scott, Tribal Belly 
with Jill Parker, Latin Dance Grooves with Elizabeth 
Soberanes, Hip Hop Jazz with Christiane Crawford, 
Reggaeton Fusion with Tika Morgan, and Samba with 
Raffaella Falchi. Dec. 9-10, 7 & 9 p.m., $8. ODC Dance 
Commons, 351 Shotwell, San Francisco, 621-0643, 
odcschool.org. 

“The Velveteen Rabbit”: A tale of love, loyalty and 
hope, brimming with wit, festive dancing and holiday 
cheer. Thu., Dec. 3, 11-11:45 a.m.; Fri., Dec. 4, 11-11:45 
a.m.; Sat., Dec. 5, 1 & 4-4:45 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 6, 
2-2:45 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 10, 11-11:45 a.m.; Fri., Dec. 11, 
11-11:45 a.m.; Sat., Dec. 12, 1 p.m.-1:45 a.m. & 4-4:45 
p.m.; Sun., Dec. 13, 2-2:45 p.m., $15-$75, 863-6606, 
www.odcdance.org/velveteenrabbit. Yerba Buena 
Center for the Arts Theater, 700 Howard, San 
Francisco, ybca.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City Club, 
2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeley- 
historichotel.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open mic with 
a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free/donation. 
EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 International, Oakland, 
510-533-6629, eastsideartsalliance.com. 

Laura Ackley: The San Francisco History Center 
presents a lecture for the cenennial celebration 
of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
with Laura Ackley. Book sale and signing following 
the event. Thu., Dec. 3, 6-7:30 p.m., free, https:// 
www.facebook.com/events/451707591701175/. Main 
Library, Skylight Gallery, 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third and 
First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. Bird & 
Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 586-3733, 
birdbeckett.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
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FRIDAY 


Dance 


LOVE AND METEOROLOGY 


12/4 


Two of the dynamic companies that make up San Francisco's vital dance community will perform a string of concerts offering 
an alternative to all things Nutcracker. EmSpace Dance and detour dance share the bill, premiering new dance theater 
about love, sex, identity, and disaster. EmSpace will present Whether to Weather, directed by the company’s Erin Mei-Ling Stu- 
art and written by playwright Brian Thorstenson. Four men portray two pairs of lovers navigating a whirlwind romance (in 
one case) and a collapsing relationship and bizarre weather conditions (in the other) in this latest EmSpace work that com- 
bines text with movement. Featured music: Vivaldi’s The Four Seasons, “recomposed” by Max Richter. Detour, a young com- 
pany whose performances reflect the experiences of queer people of color, will present Beckon, a performance of vignettes for 
three men and five women. Containing dance, song, storytelling, and theatricality, the piece explores the workings of sex, 
race, and power as these factors converge on the street and in the workplace. A party will follow the opening-night show. 

Emspace Dance and detour dance will perform Friday through Sunday, Dec. 4-6, and Thursday through Sunday, Dec. 
10-13, at NOHspace, 2840 Mariposa St., S.F. $17-$30; emspacedance.org or detourdance.com. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Marianne Hale 


Holiday Event 


Zoo Lights, a holiday wonderland 
featuring a dazzling array of lights, real 
snow flurries, a steam train, holiday 
market and games, live reindeer, and 
photos with Santa in the elephant 
house, opens at 5 p.m. Through Jan. 3 
at SF Zoo, Sloat Blvd. at the Great 
Highway, S.F. $6-$8; 415-753-7080 or 
sfzoo.org. 


curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free. Readers Bookstore, Fort Mason, Bldg. C, San 
Francisco, 771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 


LITERARY EVENTS 


Actors Reading Writers: Popular local actors read 
modern and classic short stories. First Monday of 
every month, 7:30 p.m., free. Berkeley City Club, 
2315 Durant, Berkeley, 510-848-7800, berkeley- 
historichotel.com. 

Holla Back: Long-running weekly poetry open mic with 
a hip-hop vibe. Thursdays, 8 p.m., free/donation. 
EastSide Arts Alliance, 2277 International, Oakland, 
510-533-6629, eastsideartsalliance.com. 
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Jason Mecier 


Art 


Man Candy, an exhibit of mouth-wa- 
tering portraits created out of confec- 
tions by Jason Mecier, opens at 8 p.m. 
at Magnet, 4122 18th St., S.F. Free; 
415-581-1600 or magnetsf.org 


Laura Ackley: The San Francisco History Center 
presents a lecture for the cenennial celebration 
of the Panama-Pacific International Exposition 
with Laura Ackley. Book sale and signing following 
the event. Thu., Dec. 3, 6-7:30 p.m., free, https:// 
www.facebook.com/events/451707591701175/. Main 
Library, Skylight Gallery, 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
557-4277, sfpl.org. 

Poets!: Bimonthly poetry social with a featured 
reader followed by an open mic session. Third and 
First Monday of every month, 7 p.m., free. Bird & 
Beckett, 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 586-3733, 
birdbeckett.com. 

Thursdays at Readers: Weekly poetry readings 
curated by Jack Hirschman. Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., 
free. Readers Bookstore, Fort Mason, Bldg. C, San 
Francisco, 771-1076, friendssfpl.org. 


MUSEUM EXHIBITS 
AND EVENTS 


Aquarium of the Bay. Otters: Watershed Ambassadors: 
The AOTB’s newest exhibit brings an adorable 
romp of North American river otters to Pier 39. 
Daily. Embarcadero, San Francisco, 623-5300, 
aquariumofthebay.org. 

Asian Art Museum. In a New Light: The Asian Art 
Museum Collection: More than 2,500 objects from 
the museum's permanent collection explore the 
major cultures of Asia. Tuesdays-Sundays. Yoong 
Bae: Continuity and Pursuit: 21 pensive works by 
the Korean painter who balances traditional influ- 
ences with modern aesthetics. Tuesdays-Sundays. 
Continues through Dec. 13. “Looking East”: How 
Japan Inspired Monet, Van Gogh, and Other Western 
Artists: Looking East explores the many movements 
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Sara Shelton 
Mann 





Robbie Sweeney 
Dance 


“Erasing Time,” the first retrospec- 
tive of six-time Isadora Duncan winner 
Sara Shelton Mann featuring collabo- 
rator like Keith Hennessy and Peter 
Whitehead in a long-duration perfor- 
mance, starts at 5 p.m. Through Dec. 5 
at Yerba Buena Center for the Arts, 701 
Mission St., S.F. $25-$30; 415-978- 
2787 or ybca.org. 


and artists affected by Japanese art, including the 
great impressionist and post-impressionist painters 
Vincent van Gogh, Mary Cassatt, Edgar Degas, Paul 
Gauguin and Claude Monet. Juxtaposing master- 
pieces of Western art and design with rare works by 
prominent Japanese artists, the exhibition reveals 
the interplay of new styles and themes inspired by 
Japan. Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 10 
a.m.-5 p.m.; Thursdays, 10 a.m.-9 p.m. Continues 
through Feb. 7. $15. www.asianart.org/. 200 Larkin, 


Sat 12/5| Film 


SILENT TREATMENT 


San Francisco, 581-3500, asianart.org. 

The Beat Museum. Permanent Collection: Glimpse 
into the poetic, exuberant lives of Jack Kerouac, 
Lawrence Ferlinghetti, Allen Ginsberg, Neal Cas- 
sady, and other Beat Generation characters via 
original manuscripts, memorabilia, letters, personal 
items, and other ephemera. Daily, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. 
$5-$8. 540 Broadway, San Francisco, 399-9626, 
thebeatmuseum.org. 

Cable Car Museum. Permanent Collection: Located ina 
historic cable car powerhouse, the museum displays 
a variety of cable car gear, photographs, installations 
explaining how the cars work, and several antique 
vehicles. Daily. Free. 1201 Mason, San Francisco, 
474-1887, cablecarmuseum.org. 

California Academy of Sciences. Animal Attraction: 
Exhibit about the wild courtship and mating strate- 
gies in the animal kingdom. Daily. Color of Life: The 
Academy's bright new summer show celebrates 
the chromatic diversity of nature with live animals, 
interactive displays, dioramas, videos, and more. 
Daily. Habitat Earth: The California Academy of 
Sciences’ newest planetarium show redefines the 
traditional concept of astronomical presentation, 
turning the telescopes around and focusing onthe 
greatest wonder of the universe — Earth itself — as 
it invites viewers to discover what it means to live in 
today's connected world on the only planet known to 
sustain biodiversity and life. Daily. Earthquake: Treat 
your senses to seismic overload in this exhibit that 
includes a walk-in Earth model illustrating plate tec- 
tonics, arecreation of a Victorian salon that shakes 
like two of San Francisco's most famous quakes, a 
planetarium show, interactive displays, and more. 
Daily. Penguin Feeding: Watch as the Academy's 
flightless friends are offered their breakfast and 
lunch. Daily, 10:30 a.m. & 3 p.m. Coral Reef Dive: 
Scientists dive into the Academy's live coral tank 
and offer live explanations of its denizens. Daily, 
11:30 a.m. & 2:30 p.m. Ssssnake Encounter: Get up 
close and personal with some of the Academy's scaly, 
slithering inhabitants. Daily, 3:30 p.m. NightLife: 
Weekly afterhours party featuring dance music, 
drinks, scientific presentations, hands-on activities, 
and more for people who like to pair their intellectual 
curiosity with a cocktail. Thursdays, 6-10 p.m. $10- 
$12. calacademy.org/events/nightlife. Sharks and 
Rays: Learn about the Reef Lagoon’'s residents. 
Tuesdays, Thursdays, 1:30 p.m. 55 Music Concourse, 
San Francisco, 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

California Historical Society Museum. Engineers 
of Illumination: A Projected Light Project: Inspired 
by the Jewel City of the 1915 Panama-Pacific Inter- 
national Exposition, a changing rotation of artists 
create illuminated installations that fill the windows 
of the CHS with glowing imagery from dusk until 10 
p.m. every night. Through Dec. 6. Free. City Rising: 
San Francisco and the 1915 World's Fair: To comple- 


In addition to its annual showcase of pre-talkie cinema, the San Francisco Silent 
Film Festival presents smaller events, and they, too, are a treat. Coming up, on 
that note, is A Day of Silents, a diverse and sure-to-be fun five-program 
bill. The Black Pirate (1926), starring a swashbuckling Douglas Fairbanks, has 
been noted for its exhilarating swordplay and impressive underwater choreogra- 
phy. Around China with a Movie Camera (compiled in 2015) features shorts, trav- 
elogues, and newsreels picturing early 20th-century China. The supernatural 
proto-noir The Inhuman Woman (1924) stars soprano Georgette Leblanc as an al- 
luring singer whose fans abandon her when she appears to have caused a suicide. 
Other films on the star-packed slate feature Anna May Wong and Harry Houd- 
ini. Live music, of course, will accompany the silents, provided by Donald Sosin 
and the Alloy Orchestra. Special guests will include Tracey Goessel, author of The 
First King of Hollywood: The Life of Douglas Fairbanks, and Rick Schmidlin, re- 
storer of The Grim Game, the Houdini adventure. 

A Day of Silents will begin at 11 a.m. and continue through the late eve- 
ning on Saturday, Dec. 5, at the Castro Theatre, 429 Castro St., S.F. $16; si- 


lentfilm.org. Anita Katz 
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ment its exhibit of the same name at the Palace of 
Fine Arts, the CHS presents photographs, souvenirs, 
videos, a detailed diorama, and other items com- 
memorating the 1915 Panama-Pacific International 
Exposition. Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 6. $5 donation. ppiel00.org. 678 Mission, San 
Francisco, 357-1848, californiahistoricalsociety.org. 


Chinese Historical Society of America. The Chinese of 


America: Toward a More Perfect Union: This bilingual 
exhibit follows the course of Chinese-American 
immigration from the 19th century to today via 
photographs, artifacts, and historical narratives. 
Tuesdays-Saturdays. Free. Underground China- 
town: Racism at the Fair - The 1915 Panama-Pacific 
International Exposition: A look back at one of the 
PPIE’s most dubious attractions, which lured visitors 
with such racist stereotypes of Chinese culture as 
Opium dens and sex slaves. Tuesdays-Saturdays. 
Continues through Dec. 19. Free. 965 Clay, San 
Francisco, 391-1188, chsa.org. 


Conservatory of Flowers. Garden Railway: 1915 


Pan-Pacific: Garden Railway displays miniature 
replicas of World's Fair attractions. Through April 10, 
2016. $8. 100 John F. Kennedy Drive, San Francisco, 
666-7001, conservatoryofflowers.org. 


Contemporary Jewish Museum. Lamp of the Cove- 


nant: Dave Lane, often described as ‘‘an outsider 
artist,’ has repurposed 6 tons of steel into a 90-foot 
sheath of globes, light bulbs, old tools, and other 
objects that hang over the museum's central lobby. 


SATURDAY 


Children’s Play 


BLACK AS COAL 


Sun 12/6 | Event 


DOUGHNUT FOR A SNOWMAN 


We recall a frigid winter day in 1998 when snow fell in Buena Vista Park. Real 
snow, not overzealous flocking caught on the wind. Our father had mentioned 
seeing such a thing during the mid’70s, but we chalked this up to wishful think- 
ing abetted by the indulgences of the age. Then it happened in Berkeley in 2008. 
Still, even if we could guarantee snow on city streets every 10 years, it would be 
rarer than reindeer poop. Thankfully, we’ve got Snow Day in the Gourmet 
Ghetto. Not since the Cheese Board brought the baguette to Berkeley has sucha 
lovely tradition grown from this fertile enclave. (OK, real coffee and Chez Panisse 
were a nice touch). The weather report between Rose and Vine promises a 100 
percent chance of snow flurries — rain date: Dec. 13 — with a 78 percent chance 
of holiday wishes coming true if you visit the Snow Queen. There will be singers, 
trumpeters, brightly festooned ponies (wish fulfillment does not include ponies), 
hot cider, doughy confections, balloon animals, and snowball fights for all. 

Snow Day in the Gourmet Ghetto starts at 10 a.m. at 1450 Shattuck Ave., 
Berkeley. Free; 510-548-5335 or anotherbullwinkelshow.com. Silke Tudor 


Like the eternal light that can be found in every 
synagogue, Lane's gigantic lamp can be seen as 
a symbol of higher connection — both literally and 
figuratively. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Hardly Strictly Warren Hellman: Anyone lucky enough 
to meet Warren Hellman, or see him perform at 


his signature cultural creation, Hardly Strictly 


12/5 


During the treacly month of December, when we can’t swing a blackjack without hit- 
ting a cast member of the Nutcracker, we cried tears of gratitude upon reading a notice 
for the bi-coastal debut of The Lump of Coal, a play based on Lemony Snicket’s 
2008 children’s book. Adapted for stage by the formidable Norman Allen — who won 
a Helen Hayes Award for Nijinsky’s Last Dance and a Charles MacArthur Award for In 
the Garden — the story follows a little fellow who, “like many people who dress in 
black,” wants to be an artist. Evading winter puddles, the lump of coal makes his way 
into an art gallery, a Korean barbecue, and, finally, into the hands of a drugstore St. 
Nick — all of which confirm that the world is overburdened by artifice and conceit. Fi- 
nally the charcoal lands in the stocking of a misunderstood youth, with whom he is 
able to make art and eat delicious pickled cabbage. As Snicket writes at the beginning 
of his heartwarming holiday tale, “Miracles are like pimples, because once you start 
looking for them you find more than you ever dreamed youd see.” 

The Lump of Coal starts at 11 a.m. and runs through Jan. 3 at Chil- 
dren’s Creativity Museum Theater, 221 Fourth St. S.F. $18-22; 510-296- 


4433 or bactheatre.org. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENTS THIS WEEK 





Cannon Dill 


Art 


“In My Own Time,’ a solo exhibi- 
tion of works by Oakland-based 
street artist Cannon Dill who recently 
finished a swirling mural of nesting 
birds on the Bay Area Legal Aid office 
in Oakland, opens at 10 a.m. Through 
Dec. 19 at Spoke Art Gallery, 816 Sut- 
ter St., S.F Free; 415-796-3774 or 
spoke-art.com 


SFWEEKLY.COM 





Matt Beardsley Photo 


Music 





Oakland Interfaith Gospel 
Choir, hosted by Danny Glover, pres- 
ents its 30th Christmas concert ina 
row at 7 p.m. at Paramount Theatre, 
2025 Broadway, Oakland. $15-$45; 
510-465-6400 or paramounttheatre. 
com. 





Bluegrass, witnessed the utter joy and humanity 
that emanated from his being (and his banjo). 
The Contemporary Jewish Museum assembles 
rarely-seen videos of Hellman’s performances 
in Golden Gate Park, along with special personal 
possessions like a banjo signed by star performers 
and a jacket covered with rhinestones and a Star 
of David. Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays-Sundays. 
Chasing Justice: The exhibition Chasing Justice is 
inspired by the biblical exhortation of Deuteronomy 
(16:20) to “pursue justice.’ Arnold Mesches, Joby 
Barron, and Robbin Henderson have produced 
bodies of work that explore different approaches 
to this Jewish commitment. All have resulted in a 
variety of engagement with the government from 
surveillance to arrest. Thursdays, 11 a.m.-8 p.m.; 
Mondays, Tuesdays, Fridays-Sundays, 11 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Feb. 21. $12. www.thecjm.org. 
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know about YOUR 


DIVORCE OPTIONS 
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736 Mission, San Francisco, 655-7800, thecjm.org. 


de Young Museum. Portals of the Past: The Photo- 


graphs of Willard Worden: This flashback photo 
show magically transports viewers to old San 
Francisco, where you can see the original Cliff 
House, turn-of-century Chinatown, the 1915 Pan- 
ama-Pacific International Exhibition, and more. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through Feb. 14. 50 
Hagiwara Tea Garden Drive, San Francisco, 750-3600, 
deyoungmuseum.org. 


Exploratorium. After Dark: Leave the kids at home — 


this monthly party features adult-themed science 
programs, performances, and cocktails. Y'know, 
stuff grown-ups like. Ages 18+ only. First Thursday 
of every month, 6-10 p.m. $10-$15. Permanent 
Exhibits: The family science museum's gigantic new 
complex is split into six separate gallery sections 
that focus on human behavior, senses & perception, 
biology, the environment, and much more — all 
with the Exploratorium’s famously whimsical and 
interactive features. Tuesdays-Sundays, 10 a.m.-5 
p.m. Tactile Dome: One of the Exploratorium’s 
earliest exhibits — a pitch-black maze designed to 
heighten one’s awareness of the sense of touch — 
reopens at the new location after a slight redesign. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. $12-$15 (in addition to regular 
museum admission). Pier 15, San Francisco, 528- 
4444, exploratorium.edu. 


Sun 12/6 | Festivals 


FUNGI BUSINESS 


Popular among foodies, foragers, 
and hookah-smoking caterpillars, 
mushrooms are weird, wonderful 
oddities of the living world. To cele- 
brate these spore-bearing fungi, 
and to welcome the sprouting of 
chanterelles and porcinis that occur 
with the December rains, the My- 
cological Society of San Francisco 
will host its latest Fungus Fair 
this Sunday. The fair will feature a 
naturalistic woodland exhibition 
and tables of numerous types of lo- 
cally gathered wild mushrooms. At- 
tendees can also look for 
mushroom-related vendors, crafts, 
dyes, and information tables cover- 
ing everything from cultivation to 
health benefits to psychedelic 
properties. In the cuisine arena, 
campfire cooks can learn how to 


GLBT History Museum. Queer Past Becomes Present: distinguish safe from poisonous 


Multipart exhibit tracing the history of queer youth 
activism, exploring lost S.F. “gayborhoods,” paying 
tribute to pioneering lesbian magazine The Ladder, 
spotlighting Bay Area HIV/AIDS organizations, and 
more. Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. ‘Reigning 
Queens: The Lost Photos of Roz Joseph”: An ex- 
hibit of photographs taken during the 1970s of the 
Imperial Court to celebrate its 50th anniversary. 
Sundays, 12-5 p.m.; Mondays, Wednesdays-Saturdays, 
Tla.m.-6 p.m. Continues through Feb. 1. Free. 30 Years 
of Collecting Art That Tells Our Stories: Elisabeth 
Cornu curates a selection of visual art that >) 


a 
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VA=\0)0|\0)@ RG (@) 
mance com narelalleleliciuels 


ATTACK 


mushrooms, while gastronomes 
can enjoy cooking demos by local 
chefs. Matsutakes and roasted cau- 
liflower in coriander cream are 
among the dishes on the menu. 

The Fungus Fair will take place 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m., Sunday, 
Dec. 6, at the County Fair Build- 
ing, 1199 Ninth Ave., S.F. $5-$10. 
mssf.org. Anita Katz 
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SUNDAY 12/6 


Theater 


TIME WILL TELL 


When we first learned about FlashPlays — 80 plays by 48 playwrights, per- 
formed by 50 actors in a single night — we were invited to consider the history 
of Flash Fiction, such as that one so often attributed to Hemingway: “For Sale: 
baby shoes, never worn.” Instead, we were reminded of photography, since as of 
2012, it was estimated that humans had taken some 3.8 trillion photographs. 
There are websites that will take 10,000 snapshots of your family, travels, or 
friends and arrange them into a single image, a mosaic of captured moments — 
a gimmicky idea, but we defy anyone to resist getting lost in the looking. We 
hope FlashPlays will work a bit like this. Each micro-performance will run be- 
tween 30 seconds and two minutes and — while we don’t expect all 80 of them 
to be masterpieces — taken as a whole, we think they will paint a very interest- 
ing picture of our times. The FlashPlays festival is a benefit for the Playwrights 
Foundation, a renowned play development lab that was founded in 1976 to en- 
courage new dynamic voices. 

FlashPlays starts at 8 p.m. and runs through Dec. 7 at Brava! Theater 
Center, 2789 24th St. S.F. $18-$36; 415-641-7657 or playwrightsfounda- 
tion.org. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 


Art Field Trip 


“You Make a Better Wall Thana 
Window.” a ferry ride with Chil- 
ean-American queer artist Constance 
Hockaday, who creates large-scale in- 
stallations on open water like 2014’s 
“Floating Peep Show” which honored 
the demise of the Lusty Lady and Esta 
Noche, leaves at 1:30 p.m. from San 
Francisco Bay Ferry Terminal, 99 The 
Embarcadero, S.F. $15; 415-863-2141 
OY SOeX.Org. 





Constance Hockaday 


recalls scenes from the heady, hot, turbulent days 557-4277, sfpl.org. 


Islander cultures in California. Wednesdays-Sun- 
days. Continues through Jan. 3. Bees: Tiny Insect, 
Big Impact: With bee populations declining across 
the nation, this family friendly exhibit acts as 
both an introduction to these striped insects and 
a wake-up call about their ecological importance. 
Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through July 24. 
Rituals + Remembrance: Celebrating the theme of 
memorial across cultures, the 21st annual Dias de 
los Muertos (Days of the Dead) exhibition, Rituals 
+ Remembrance, explores how Latin American, 
Filipino, Hawaiian, Japanese, Chinese and other 
communities view death, memory, and healing. 
Featuring artists Nancy Hom, Lilli Lanier, Yvonne 
Escalante, Charles Valeroso, Bryan Keith Thomas, 
Daniel King (aka Safety First), Paco Garcia, Melanie 
Cervantes, and Jesus Barraza, as well as installations 
created by MetWest High School, Sankofa Academy, 
and the Alameda County Public Health Department. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m.-9 p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 10 
a.m.-6 p.m.; Wednesdays, Thursdays, 11. a.m.-5 p.m. 
Continues through Jan. 3. $15.95. museumca.ora/. 
1000 Oak, Oakland, 510-238-2200, museumca.org. 


Palace of Fine Arts. City Rising: San Francisco and the 


1915 World's Fair: To commemorate the centennial 
of the Panama-Pacific International Exhibition, the 
California Historical Society presents an exhibit 
featuring vintage images, an animated video, 
illustrated map, architectural remnants from the 
fair, and the PPIE’s last remaining structure, the 
Palace of Fine Arts itself. Through Jan. 10, 2016, 9 
a.m.-5 p.m. Free. californiahistoricalsociety.org. 3301 
Lyon, San Francisco, 567-6642, palaceoffinearts.org. 


Randall Museum. Meet the Animals: Live presenta- 


tions about the animals who live at the museum. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. 199 Museum, San Francisco, 
554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 


Randall Museum ®@ Mission Art Center. Drop-In 


Science Workshop: Each week kids and parents 
can participate in artistic activities that illuminate 
some aspect of science. Saturdays, 10:30 a.m. $3- 
$5. Meet the Animals: Though the Randall's regular 
facilities in Corona Heights are temporarily closed, 
the animals who live at the museum will make weekly 
trips down to the Mission for free live presentations. 
Saturdays, 11 a.m. Free. Drop-In Art Workshop: Get 
creative with arts and crafts projects for children 
and parents alike. Saturdays, 1 p.m. $3-$5. 745 


of gay life from the 1960s to the 1990s. Mondays, 
Wednesdays-Sundays. 4127 18th St., San Francisco, 
621-1107, glbthistorymuseum.org. 


Legion of Honor. Breguet: Art & Innovation in Watch- 


making: Tuesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 10. The Salon Doré: Recently restored, this 
installation recreates the extravagant French 
Neoclassical interior of the Hotel de la Trémoille in 
Paris. Tuesdays-Sundays. Bowles Porcelain Gallery: 
Porcelain from England and continental Europe. 
Tuesdays-Sundays. 100 34th Ave., San Francisco, 
150-3600, legionofhonor.famsf.org. 


Main Library, Skylight Gallery. Company's Coming: 


The exhibition includes PPIE artifacts, and souvenirs. 
Through Dec. 31. free. 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 
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Museum of the African Diaspora. Alison Saar: 


“Bearing”: Saar utilizes manipulated materials 
such as glass and tar and found objects such as 
sugar sacks, mops, and raw cotton to merge the 
historical past with contemporary bodies. The his- 
torical attachments associated with such materials 
provoke conversation about the burdens endured 
by African Americans stemming from the legacy 
of slavery and racial discrimination, both past and 
present. Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
April 16. $5-$10. 685 Mission, San Francisco, 358- 
7200, moadsf.org. 


Oakland Museum of California. Pacific Worlds: From 


historical artifacts to contemporary artwork, this 
exhibit honors the ongoing influence of Pacific 





Treat, San Francisco, 554-9600, randallmuseum.org. 

San Francisco Maritime National Historical Park 
Visitor Center. A Walk Along the Waterfront: Historic 
memorabilia, nautical artifacts, slide presentations, 
and large-scale decorative installations recreate 
the sights and sounds of San Francisco's bustling 
shipping and fishing industries in this free daily 
exhibit. Daily, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m. Free. 499 Jefferson, 
San Francisco, 447-5000, nps.gov/safr. 

SFMOMA Artists Gallery (Fort Mason, Bldg. A). ‘The 
Forty Part Motet’’: A stunning sound installation 
composed of 40 speakers, each of which delivers 
a distinct voice from the Salisbury Cathedral Choir 
performing Thomas Tallis's 16th-century composition 
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Spem in Alium. Through Jan. 18, 2016. Free with 
RSVP. 2 Marina Boulevard, San Francisco, 441-4777, 
sfmoma.org. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Disney & Dali: 


Architects of the Imagination: Go ahead and file 
this one under “Strange Bedfellows”: California's 
Disney Family Museum and Florida’s Dali Museum 
join forces to shed light on the unexpected friendship 
between the kiddie cartoon pioneer and the world 
famous Surrealist weirdo, as evidenced by letters, 
photos, paintings, sketches, and multimedia entries, 
including glimpses at an unfinished animation project 
that may have been even stranger than Fantasia. 
Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Jan. 3. Tomorrowland: Walt’s Vision for Today: Con- 
cept art, animation, vintage posters, and other forms 
of multimedia tell the story behind Disneyland’s 
retro-futuristic theme park in this exhibit guest 
curated by Tomorrowland film director Brad Bird. 


MONDAY 


Fundraisers 


CELEBS FOR A CAUSE 


Mondays, Wednesdays-Sundays. Continues through 
Dec. 7.104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Murmur Wall: Lo- 


cated by the YBCA steps at 701 Mission, this Future 
Cities Lab installation lights up as it incorporates 
local trending search engine results and social media 
postings. Onlookers can offer their own contribu- 
tions, which feed into the data stream, light up the 
sculpture, and reflect the city's volatile internet 
habits. Through May 31, 2017. Free. Lightswarm: This 
suspended window sculpture turns the YBCA's glass 
wall into a glowing parade of sound-sensing lights 
that changes with the movements of nearby people 
and things. Through Oct. 31, 2016. Free. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 


TALKS 


Broadside Printing: Presented by The Book Arts & 
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A big charity event benefiting good causes, Help is on the Way for the Holi- 
days presents its 2015 show. A project of the Richmond/Ermet Aid Founda- 
tion, the gala concert been raising money for AIDS organizations and other 
service groups for 14 years. It features a star-packed lineup, with more thana 
dozen theater and musical performers on this year’s slate, including vocalist and 
original Weather Girl Martha Wash, original Supremes member Mary Wilson, 
violin virtuoso Leah Bourgade, pop and jazz vocalist Russ Lorenson, and cabaret 
artists Sharon McNight and Carly Ozard. A preshow silent auction and an un- 
derwriter post-show dessert party round out the evening. Proceeds will go to 
Aguilas and Larkin Street Youth Services. The Richmond/Ermet Aid [formerly 
AIDS] Foundation was founded by two mothers who lost their only sons to AIDS 
and decided to hold a fundraising event to honor their boys’ memories and raise 
money for services helping others with the disease. 

Help is on the Way for the Holidays XIV is set for 7:30-9:45 p.m., with a si- 
lent auction beginning at 6 p.m., Monday, Dec. 7, at the Marines’ Memorial 
Theatre, 609 Sutter St., S.F. $50-$120; reaf-sf.org. Anita Katz 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 
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Poetry 


The Stuntman, a book of poetry 
with an attendant album of music, is 
celebrated by creator Brian Laidlaw 
and National Book Critics Circle 
Award-winning poet D. A. Powell 
Laidlaw at 7:30 p.m. at Green Apple 
Books on the Park, 1231 9th Ave., S.F. 
Free; 415-742-5833 or greenapple- 
books.com. 


Special Collections Center and San Francisco History 
Center. Broadsides are limited to the first 100 people, 
printed on the library's 1909 Albion handpress. Sat., 
Dec. 5, 2-4 p.m., free, https://www.facebook.com/ 
events/946586458742541/. San Francisco Main Li- 
brary, 100 Larkin, San Francisco, 557-4400, sfpl.org. 


West Coast Live: Weekly radio show featuring local 


and touring acts including authors, musicians, and 
comedians, with host Sedge Thomson. Saturdays, 
10 a.m., $15-$18, 664-9500, wcl.org. Ferry Building, 
1 Ferry Building, San Francisco, ferrybuildingmar- 
ketplace.com. 


THEATER 


Beach Blanket Babylon: Steve Silver's musical revue 


spoofs pop culture with extravagant costumes. 
Wednesdays-Sundays, $25-$130, beachblanketbab- 
ylon.com. Club Fugazi, 678 Green, San Francisco, 
421-4222, beachblanketbabylon.com. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


TUESDAY 


Opera 


LEFLEURS DU MAL 


Long enthralled by Charles Baudelaire’s translations of Edgar Allen Poe, Claude 
Debussy once set about turning two stories into one-act operas. Of the first, The 
Devil in the Belfry, there remains but a few rough sketches, but the second, The 
Fall of the House of Usher, became something of an obsession. According to 
music scholar Robert Orledge, Debussy came to identify with the central charac- 
ter and his debilitating neurasthenia as he labored for nearly a decade, but never 
finished it before his death. Tonight, two versions — Orledge’s own reconstruc- 
tion of Debussy’s La Chute de la Maison Usher, and Gordon Getty’s interpretation 
— will be staged. While Poe’s stories always strike morbid emotional 
tones, Usher — with its fallen aristocrats, hints at incest, madness, ghosts, and 
vivisepulture — is particularly well-suited to operatic tragedy. Immersive video 
projection will conjure the crumbling ruins of the family grounds, enhancing the 
psychological claustrophobia of the production and while exemplifying Roderick 
Usher’s more literal mental descent. 

The Fall of the House of Usher starts at 7:30 p.m. and runs through Dec. 
13 at War Memorial Opera House, 301 Van Ness Ave., S.F. $26-255; 415- 
621-6600 or sfopera.com. Silke Tudor 
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Berk Costello 
Courtesy General Artists Corporation 


Talk 


Joe Lurie, long-time Executive Di- 
rector of UC Berkeley’s International 
House, shares his cross-cultural mis- 
adventures in “Perception and Decep- 
tion: Understanding 
Misunderstandings Across Cultures” 
at 6 p.m. at Commonwealth Club of 
California, 555 Post St., S.E $20; 415- 
597-6700 or commonwealthclub.org 


Reading 


Scott Saul, author of the significant 
biography Becoming Richard Pryor, cel- 
ebrates the complex life of one of the 
world’s greatest comedians at 7 p.m. 
at City Lights Bookstore, 261 Colum- 
bus Ave., S.F. Free; 415-362-8193 or 
citylights.com. 
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“A Christmas Story: The Musical”: Based on the 
classic 1983 movie, featuring a holiday themed score 
by Benj Pasek and Justin Paul. Dec. 9-13, $40-$160. 
Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San Francisco, 551- 
2000, shnsf.com. 

Date Night At Pet Emergency: Written and performed 
by Lisa Rothman. Directed by David Ford. Saturdays, 
5 p.m. Continues through Dec. 5, $20-$100, 282- 
3055, www.themarsh.org. The Marsh Berkeley, 
2120 Allston, Berkeley, themarsh.org. 

“Disgraced”: A Pulitzer Prize-winning drama by 
Ayad Akhtar which explores identity politics and 
Islamophobia through the course of a dinner party 
Through Dec. 20, $15.50-$57. Berkeley Repertory 
Theatre, 2025 Addison St., Berkeley, 510-647-2949, 
www.berkeleyrep.org. 

Foodies! The Musical: A musical comedy revue of 
songs and sketches that take a humorous look at 
the current food scene. Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m., 
$34, foodiesthemusical.com. Shelton Theater, 533 
Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, sheltontheater.org. 

“A Gentleman's Guide to Love & Murder”: A music 
comedy and 2014 Tony Award Winner. Through Dec. 
27, $45-$75. Golden Gate Theatre, 1 Taylor, San 
Francisco, 551-2000, shnsf.com. 

The Hypocrites’ “Pirates of Penzance”: Music by Ar- 
thur Sullivan. Directed and adapted by Sean Graney. 
Co-adapted by Kevin O'Donnell. Co-directed by Thrisa 
Hodits. Music direction by Andra Velis Simon. Tues- 
days, Fridays, Saturdays, 8 p.m.; Saturdays, Sundays, 
2 p.m.; Wednesdays, Sundays, 7 p.m. Continues 
through Dec. 20, $29-$89, www.berkeleyrep.org/. 
Osher Studio, 2055 Center, Berkeley. 

lf/Then: /f/Then, a contemporary musical that follows 
alternate realities spawned by the life choices 
of a sassy New York City planner played by Tony 
Award-winner Idina Menzel. Tuesdays-Thursdays, 
Saturdays, Sundays. Continues through Dec. 6, $45- 
$95. Orpheum Theatre, 1192 Market, San Francisco, 
551-2000, shnsf.com. 

Monday Night Marsh: Musicians, actors, >> 


‘HOLIDAY GUIDE 2015 


18th Annual Black X-Mass: Presented by 
Karla LaVeys First Satanic Church. Fri., Dec. 25, 
9 p.m., $10, www.satanicchurch.com/content/ 
news/. Elbo Room, 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 
552-7788, elbo.com. 

2015 Krampus Night w/ Alternative Ten- 
tacles Records: Jello Biafra & The Guan- 
tanamo School of Medicene: w/ Arnocorps, 
The Fleshies, Death Hymn No. 9, DJ Russell Clash 
Sat., Dec. 5, 8 p.m., $18 advance. Slim's, 333 tth 
St., San Francisco, 255-0333, slimspresents.com. 

2nd Annual Another Death Angel Christ- 
mas Show - Friday: w/ Flotsam & Jetsam, Holy 
Grail Fri., Dec. 18, 8 p.m., $24 advance. Slim's, 333 
Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333, slimspresents. 
com. 

2nd Annual Another Death Angel Christ- 
mas Show - Saturday: w/ Mordred, Ghost 
Next Door Sat., Dec. 19, 8 p.m., $24 advance. 
Slim's, 333 11th St., San Francisco, 255-0333, 
slimspresents.com. 

2nd Annual Strangers With Candy XXXmas 
Show: Join Jerri and her gang of misfits. Starring 
Bob McIntyre, Lauren Davidson, Sadie Fenton, Donny 
Goglio, Lonnie Haley, Becky Hirschfeld, Ralph Hoy, 
Joanna Kay, Derek Lozupone, Kari McCullough, 
Ricky Sakow, Jaime San Felippo, Adam Vogel, and 
Toby Clark. Thu., Dec. 3, 8-9:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 4, 





8-9:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 5, 8-9:30 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 10, 
8-9:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 11, 8-9:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 12, 
8-9:30 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 17, 8-9:30 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 18, 
8-9:30 p.m.; Sat., Dec. 19, 8-9:30 p.m., $30. Shelton 
Theater, 533 Sutter, San Francisco, 882-9100, 
sheltontheater.org. 

39th Annual Festive Holiday Luncheon 
Benefitting Guide Dogs for the Blind: 
A gourmet luncheon, guest speakers, featuring 
a keynote address by GDB alumnus Tom Kowalski 
with his guide dog Dynamo. Local volunteer puppy 
raisers will be introduced to the puppies that 
they will train to be guide dogs. All proceeds will 
go directly to support GDB so it can continue to 
provide qualified guide dogs for their 2,200 blind 
and visually impaired clients throughout the U.S. 
and Canada at no cost to them. Thu., Dec. 3, 11a.m.-2 
p.m., $125, 800-295-4050, events@quidedogs.com, 
www.guidedogs.com/events. The Westin St. Francis, 
335 Powell, San Francisco, westinstfrancis.com. 

“Absolutely Fabulous” Live: The Holiday 
Episodes: Starring Christian Heppinstall as 
Patsy, Terry McLaughlin as Edina, Dene Larson as 
Saffron, Katya Smirnoff-Skyy as Jackie, Raya Light 
as Bubble, Lavale-William Davis as Oliver, Ginorma 
Desmond as Sarah, Marie Cartier as Marshall, J 
Sykes Innes as Justin and Peggy L'Eggs as Mother. 
Through Dec. 5, 7 p.m.; Through Dec. 10, 7 p.m., 
$25-$200. Oasis, 298 Tith St., San Francisco, 985- 


FIBROMYALGIA? 


Does the pain of Fibromyalgia 


interfere with your daily life? 


Pacific Research Partners is seeking 


participants for a clinical research study 


testing an investigational medication for 


Fibromyalgia. 


You may qualify if you are 18 years or older and have unexplained 


widespread pain lasting at least 3 months. 


Qualified participants receive study related medical care and 


investigational study medication or placebo at no cost and may be 


compensated for time and travel. 


877-602-5777 


www. pacifictrials.com 
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performance artists, and others take the stage at 
this regular staging of works in progress. Mondays, 
7:30 p.m., $7. The Marsh Theater, 1062 Valencia, San 
Francisco, 826-5750, themarsh.org. 

“The Monster Builder”: By Amy Freed. Directed 
by Art Manke. A maniacal scheme of fantastical 
proportions lurks deep inside mega-architect 
Gregor Zubrowski's post-modern steel and glass 
structures. His commanding celebrity and curious 
creative process titillates both design professionals 
and patrons alike. It is only after he cruelly steals a 
career-making project that two fledgling architects 
finally dare to challenge this monster-builder at 
his own game. Wednesdays-Saturdays, 8-10 p.m.; 
Sundays, 2-4 p.m.; Tuesdays, Sundays, 7-9 p.m. 
Continues through Dec. 6, $32-$52, 510-843-4822, 
boxoffice@auroratheatre.org, https://aurorathe- 
atre.org/index.php?option=com_theatre&view=- 


WEDNESDAY 


Event 


show&id=115&ltemid=681. Aurora Theatre Company, 
2081 Addison, Berkeley, auroratheatre.org. 

Shotz: Amios cooks up a new set of thematically linked 
one-act, five-minute plays that share common 
criteria. Second Wednesday of every month, 8 p.m., 
$10, amios.wordpress.com. PianoFight, 144 Taylor, 
San Francisco, 816-3691, pianofight.com. 

Street Magic Live: Comedy on the Square presents this 
regular showcase of prestidigitation, juggling, and 
jokes by “Frisco Fred"’ Anderson, Lynx the Animator, 
and Chase the Magician. Sat., Dec. 5, 8:30 p.m., $25- 
$30, streetmagiclivesf.com. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, 
San Francisco, 673-3847, theexit.org. 

“Super Food": The Musical: Dance, music and the 
celebration of food. Dec. 3-19, 8 p.m., $20, 800- 
838-3006. Exit Theatre, 156 Eddy, San Francisco, 
theexit.org. 
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MORE IS MORE, LESS IS ABORE 


Before Albert Maysles’ superb 2014 documentary Iris — about fashion icon 

and nonagenarian Iris Apfel — there was Advanced Style. Started in 2008, 
the Street Style blog was initiated by first-time photographer Ari Seth Cohen to 
fill the gaping void left by America’s endless pursuit of youth culture. Cohen, 
whose grandmother was, indeed, his best friend growing up, will cite the power 
and poise of big names like Helen Mirren, Charlotte Rampling, and Joan Didion 
for slight shifts in our perception of beauty, but it’s Cohen’s exquisite, flamboy- 
ant, imaginative, insouciant subjects that have really turned our heads. And 

we re not alone. After the release of Cohen’s best-selling book, the French fash- 
ion house Lanvin unveiled a campaign featuring Harlem’s 82-year-old Jacquie 
“Tajah” Murdock — a longtime Cohen blog favorite. Tonight, Cohen’s documen- 
tary, made with film director Lina Plioplyte, will reveal the myriad ways in which 
style always trumps fashion. The movie is followed by a runway show (both on- 
stage and in the house) and a lively discussion with Cohen and Advanced 


Style doyenne Debra Rapoport. 


Advanced Style with Ari Seth Cohen starts at 5:30 p.m. at Jewish Com- 
munity Center of San Francisco, 3200 California St., S.F. $27; 415-292- 


1200 or jccsf.org. Silke Tudor 


OTHER WORTHY EVENT THIS WEEK 
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Theatrical Reading 


“New Threads,’ a series of staged 
readings focused on Middle Eastern 
artists, continues with the political 
satire The King is the King by late Syr- 
ian playwright Saadallah Wannus at 8 
p.m. at Thick House, 1695 18th St., 
S.E Free; 415-626-4061 or golden- 
thread.org. 


4442, sfoasis.com. 

The Aimee Mann and Ted Leo Christmas 
Show: w/ Jonathan Couton, Liz Phair, and special 
guests. Dec. 6-Nov. 7, 8:30 p.m., $45. Bimbo's 365 
Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco, 474-0365, 
bimbos365club.com. 

“A Charlie Brown Christmas-—Live’’: with 
special guest Jodi Benson (the original voice of 
Ariel from Disney's animated film classic The Little 
Mermaid). Conducted by Randall Craig Fleischer. 
Dec. 18-20, 4 p.m.; Sun., Dec. 20, 7:30 p.m.; Dec. 
22-23, 2 & 7:30 p.m.; Thu., Dec. 24, 2 p.m., $15-$85. 
Davies Symphony Hall, 201 Van Ness, San Francisco, 
864-6000, sfsymphony.org. 

Christmas at Our House: Presented by the 
Saint Francis Women’s Club. Proceeds benefit 
Saint Francis High School Financial Aid Programs. 
Events range from home tours to complimentary 
happy hours to Christmas boutiques. Dec. 3-5, 
$20-$125. Multiple Bay Area Locations, Multiple 
addresses, San Francisco. 

CUESA’s Mission Rock Farmers Market 
Pop-Up: Holiday Hoedown: Farms, food 
crafters, restaurants and treats. Sun., Dec. 20, 10 
a.m.-2 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 25, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., Free. The 
Yard at Mission Rock, Third St. at Terry A. Francois 
Blvd., San Francisco, theyardsf.com. 

Fantasy of Lights Celebration: Young and 
old alike can enjoy festivities to begin the holiday 
season. A Bay Area treasured tradition, the Fantasy 
of Lights celebrates the season with thousands of 
twinkling white lights illuminating the Victorian 
houses and shops along Union St. between Van 
Ness and Steiner and Fillmore St. between Union 
and Lombard. Sat., Dec. 5, 3-7 p.m., Free, www. 
unionstreetsf.com. Union Street, between Van 
Ness & Steiner, San Francisco, unionstreetsf.com. 

“Golden Girls”: The Christmas Episodes: 
Starring Heklina, D’Arcy Drollinger, Matthew Martin, 
and Holotta Tymes. Co-starring Manuel Caneri, 
Nancy French, and Tom Shaw. Sundays, 7 p.m.; 
Thursdays-Saturdays, 8 p.m. Continues through 
Dec. 20, $25. Victoria Theatre, 2961 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-7576, victoriatheatre.org. 

The Great Dickens Christmas Fair & Vic- 
torian Holiday Party: An immersive timeslip/ 
craftsfair with entertainment, food, and more 
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than 100 costumed artisan vendors. (Silke Tudor) 
Saturdays, Sundays. Continues through Dec. 20, 
$12-$30, 800-510-1558, www.dickensfair.com. Cow 
Palace, 2600 Geneva, Daly City, cowpalace.com. 

A Gypsy Holiday Bash featuring Beso: w/ E! 
Radio Fantastique, The Crux Tue., Dec. 22, 8 p.m., $15 
advance. Great American Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, 
San Francisco, 885-0750, slimspresents.com. 

Hayes Valley 25th Annual Holiday Block 
Party: Festive food, beverages, and fun. Fri., Dec. 
4,5-9 p.m., free. Patricia's Green, 300 Octavia Blvd., 
San Francisco, www.sfrecpark.org. 

The Holiday Hop: Presented by Handsome Hawk 
Valentine. w/ Big Sandy and His Fly-Rite Boys and 
The Rumble Strippers, DJ Tom LG, burlesque by Miss 
Savvy, and more. Fri., Dec. 11, 9 p.m., $13. Elbo Room, 
647 Valencia, San Francisco, 552-7788, elbo.com. 

Hubba Hubba Revue’s A HUBBA CHRIST- 
MAS CAROL: With special guests, Maxi Millions 
(Los Angeles), Rex The Impossible (Los Angeles), 
Miz Chaos (Portland), Champagne Shuga Nova 
(Denver), Fishnet Follies, The Aether Brigade, DJ 
Myster C, and more. Fri., Dec. 11, 9:30 p.m.-1 a.m., 
$15-$30. DNA Lounge, 375 1Ith St., San Francisco, 
626-1409, dnalounge.com. 

Kitka: ‘‘Wintersongs”’: Presented by The Kanbar 
Center for the Performing Arts at the Osher Marin 
JCC. Sat., Dec. 12, 8-10 p.m., $20-$28. Osher Marin 
Jewish Community Center, 200 N. San Pedro, San 
Rafael, 444-8000, marinjcc.org. 

“‘La Posarela”’: This bilingual musical combines 
the traditions of Las Posadas and Las Pastorelas. 
It's amodern twist on the traditional nativity story 
that also addresses issues of immigration and 
gentrification in San Francisco. Each performance 
will be followed by a fiesta of tamales and atole, 
along with a pinata for the children. Fri., Dec. 4, 7 
p.m.; Sat., Dec. 5,3 & 7 p.m., $8 adv., $12, 359-2306, 
sfcmc.org/event/la-posarela-11/?instance_id=3491. 
Brava Theater Center, 2781 24th St., San Francisco, 
brava.org. 

Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir 30th 
Annual Holiday Concert: Hosted by Danny 
Glover Sat., Dec. 5, 7-10 p.m., $15-$45, www.oigc. 
org. Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-465-6400, paramounttheatre.com. 





Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir Ensemble: 
Thu., Dec. 24, 7 & 9:30 p.m., $15. Slim's, 333 1th 
St., San Francisco, 255-0333, slimspresents.com. 

Pop Up Shopping Event: Meet local talented SF 
makers for a unique holiday gifts selection for kids 
and adults: jewelry, pillows, blankets, jams, cards, 
clips, hand printed screen prints, curtains, napkins, 
decorations, and toys. Enjoy a glass of Brimoncourt 
Champagne while you shop, and book holiday 
photography sessions with Sabrina Bot. Sat., Dec. 
5, 10 a.m.-1 p.m., Free, info@recess-sf.com, www. 
recessurbanrecreation.com/calendar-of-events/ 
pop-up-shopping-event. Recess Urban Recreation, 
470 Carolina, San Francisco, 701-7529, www.reces- 
surbanrecreation.com. 

Riptide Annual SFFD Toy Drive featuring 
Red Meat: w/ Pine Box Boys|Nickel Slots Tue., 
Dec. 8, 8 p.m., $18 advance. Great American Music 
Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750, 
slimspresents.com. 

SantaCon 2015: Bring a new, unwrapped toy for 
SFFD Toy Drive and drop it off at the collection 
truck located at Handlery Hotel at 351 Geary St. Toy 
collection starts at 11:30am. Sat., Dec. 12, noon, free. 
Union Square, Powell and Stockton, San Francisco. 

Share The Warmth: Holiday Drag Show 
Plus Canned Food & Warm Coat Drive: 
Join Under The Golden Gate and friends to benefit 
The Youth Program at The SF LGBT Center. Drag 
Show hosted by Ferosha Titties (Meow Mix), go go 
elves, jello shots and Santa will be there. Sat., Dec. 
5,5 p.m., underthegoldengate.com. The Cinch, 1723 
Polk, San Francisco, 776-4162, www.cinchsf.com. 

“Tis the Season for Science”: A winter 
program that asks why no two snowflakes are alike 
and how reindeer use UV vision to find food under 
the snow, offers answers with indoor snow flurries 
and two guest reindeer who will be living in the East 
Garden for the season. (Silke Tudor) Mondays-Sat- 
urdays. Continues through Jan. 3, $34.95. California 
Academy of Sciences, 55 Music Concourse, San 
Francisco, 379-8000, calacademy.org. 

Urban Air Market: Holiday Show: A curated 
marketplace for sustainable design. Purchase 
gifts for the holidays from independent artists and 
designers. Sun., Dec. 13, 11 a.m.-5 p.m., Free. Pier 
70, 22nd St., San Francisco, pier/Osf.org. 
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Ramos Fizz 





As his nudes and superheroes command seven figures at auction, Mel Ramos enters his ninth decade with 


confidence. 


By Jonathan Curiel 


Walk into Mel Ramos’ art ex- 
hibit at Modernism gallery, and you en- 
ter a 1960s time warp of straight-male 
adolescence. Ramos came of artistic age 
in the decade’s early years, when Play- 
boy magazine had a leading role in the 
cultural revolution that flooded the 
commercial marketplace with images of 
scantily clad women. Sex sold things, 
and cleavage was everywhere: maga- 
zines, advertising, cinema, and in Ra- 
mos’ mind, where it hasn't let go for 
more than half a century. 

Ramos is now 80. While Playboy 
— claiming it can’t compete with the 
internet’s free offerings — recently 
announced it will no longer show 
fully naked women in the magazine’s 
pages, Ramos is still painting exposed 
breasts and pubic hair in his signature 
style, and still selling truckloads of art 
to satisfy a global demand that shows 
no signs of abating. 

In his long career, Ramos — a con- 
temporary of Andy Warhol and Roy 
Lichtenstein — has been called every- 
thing from “one of the most signifi- 
cant figures of Pop Art” to “sexist” and 
“misogynist.” Like Warhol, he adopted 
the vernacular of advertising into his 
art, but whereas Warhol situated soup 
cans by themselves, Ramos puts na- 
ked women on them. 

At Modernism, one of his 
lithographs, Starkist Stacey (Gold), 
has a blonde, bare-breasted woman 
in her 20s sitting, yoga-style, ona 
can of tuna fish. Jujyfruits Judy has 
another bare-breasted woman atop 
a candy box that advertises itself 
as “Chewy.” Although it may sound 
merely exploitative, Ramos is both 
satirizing the culture and glorifying 
the female form, incorporating 
symbols of products that act as a 
double entendre for old-fashioned 
notions of sex and women. 

Earlier in Ramos’ career, feminists 
were outraged by his depictions. The 
artist Judy Chicago once complained 
to a museum that showcased Ramos’ 
paintings. Guerrilla Girls, which de- 
rides art-world practices that it says 
discriminate against female artists, 
has protested Ramos’ art. (In 1989, 
the group famously campaigned 
against New York’s Metropolitan 
Museum with a poster that said, “Do 
women have to be naked to get into 
the Met. Museum? Less than 5 per- 
cent of the artists in the Modern Art 
Sections are women, but 85 percent of 
the nudes are female.”) In 2012, when 
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Sacramento’s Crocker Art Museum 
held a Ramos exhibit, residents com- 
plained about the museum’s down- 
town ads that featured a Ramos work 
of a nude woman in a martini glass. 
“It’s too provocative, one woman said 
at the time. “It’s showing too much.” 

Ramos shrugs off his critics, say- 
ing his art is tame compared to, say, 
the nude art photography of Helmut 
Newton and Robert Mapplethorpe. 

“The early feminists complained 
that I exploited women, but that’s 
ridiculous,” he tells SF Weekly. “Why 
would I spend my entire life painting 
women if I didn’t like them? I love 
women. There’s even a book out about 
my work called I Love Women.” 

There’s also Pin-Up Grrrls: Femi- 
nism, Sexuality, Popular Culture, a book 
by art scholar Maria Elena Buszek 
that lauds Ramos for subverting old 
advertising conventions that used 
women as background props to sell 


Courtesy of the artist 


Jujyfruits Judy, by Mel Ramos. 


products. Ramos reverses the roles 
with scenes that are, Buszek writes, 
“jarring for their interest in putting 
the pin-up (literally and figuratively) 
before the product, effectively remind- 
ing the viewer which of the two is the 
true source of power drawn upon to 
make the sale.” 

Ramos began doing his nudes 
around 1963, after a brief period of 
painting comic-book superheroes such 
as Batman, the Flash, and Captain 
Midnight. Ramos’ earliest figurative 
paintings, from the late 1950s, are 
minimalistic, semi-abstract, mut- 
ed in color, and unrecognizable as 
Ramos canvasses. The Sacramento 
native created them when he was in 
his early 20s, after graduating from 
Sacramento State College (now Cal 
State University Sacramento) and at a 
time when he was experimenting with 


different techniques, including the 
impasto approach of employing thick, 
visible brush strokes. Painter Wayne 
Thiebaud, who instructed Ramos at 
Sacramento State College and is now 
a close friend, counts as an influence. 
Like Thiebaud and others who were 
grouped under the “Pop Art” umbrel- 
la, Ramos began incorporating bright 
colors that cheerily corral the viewer 
to gaze ahead. 

Ramos still paints superheroes, 
and his older works — like his nude 
art pieces — have increased dramat- 
ically in value. In October, a New 
York auction house sold a small 1962 
Batman painting for $173,000. Soon 
after Ramos completed that work, 
which is about the size of a laptop 
computer screen, he traded it toa 
young comic book collector. 

“He gave me a box full of vintage 
comic books,” Ramos remembers, 
“and he finally put it up for auction. 
$173,000 is a lot of money for such a 
small painting.” 

In May, a larger painting of the 
Green Lantern from 1962 sold at a 
New York auction for $725,000. 

“I’ve gone over $1 million a couple 
of times,” Ramos says. “What can 
I say? People like my work and I’m 
delighted. Everything I’ve done in the 
past 10 years has sold.” 

Ramos is beloved in Europe, es- 
pecially Germany, where he’s had 
numerous big exhibits, including one 
that extended into 2014 at the Muse- 
um of Fine Arts in Leipzig. The Beauty 
and the Beast attracted controversy, 
partly because it featured the work 
of Richard Miller, an artist associ- 
ated with the Nazi era, and partly 
because of Ramos’ art. The museum 
showcased a Ramos painting of a na- 
ked woman reclining against a giant 
panda. 

“On the opening night,” Ramos 
says, there were 200 to 300 people in 
the auditorium while we gave speech- 
es, and all of a sudden, we heard this 
racket in the background, this scream- 
ing. They finally had to get security 
people to kick a guy out. He [and oth- 
ers] were complaining because there 
was a huge banner on the side of the 
museum, of this painting I did called 
The Giant Panda. I'd done a series of 
girls with animals. I went to Africa 
in the “70s, and I became enamored 
of all these great animals, so | came 
back and did a whole series of ani- 
mal paintings. This is one with a girl 
nestled into the lap of a panda bear. 
What they were complaining >>p26 
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Know Your Street Art 


Striking Back 


1091 Market St. 
(near Seventh) 


The area around Market 
and Seventh streets is Richard L. 
Perri’s artistic stomping ground. 

Two years ago, Perri put up a 
giant pill mural at the southeast 
corner of the Odd Fellows Build- 
ing, on a temporary wall of a drug 
store that has since opened. The 
pill symbolized the store to come, 
the use of street drugs in the 
area, and the area’s arts scene. As 
Perri painted the surreal orange 
and yellow pill — accompanied 
by a stencil of Perri in a white 
doctor’s coat using a stethoscope 
to monitor the pill’s condition — 
two passersby asked if he was the 
elusive artist Banksy. 

“I’m mixing the paint,” Perri 
says, -and they said to me, ‘Are 
you Banksy?’ And I said, ‘I can’t 
tell you that. And they said, ‘Oh, 
I knew it was you! We saw you 
from the bus, and we had to get 
out; can we take your picture?” 

A 71-year-old transplanted 
New Yorker who is much older 
than the British-raised Banksy, 
Perry nonetheless shares his odd 
sense of humor. “I told them, 
‘No. Just take a picture of that 
mural over there.’ So they turned 
around to take the picture, and 
with that, I slipped away.” 

In April, Perri put up another 
drugstore-themed mural, this 
one on the outside of the for- 
mer Merrill’s at 1091 Market 
St., which closed down in 2004 
after more than 50 years in that 
location. Based on a photograph 
of the store from around 1949, 
Striking Back is a black-and-white 
flashback to a time when every 
respectable man who walked 
down Market Street wore a fedo- 
ra and every respectable woman 
wore a conservative hat. Before it 
closed, Merrill’s reeked of anoth- 
er era. Perri, whose studio is on 
the second floor of the Odd Fel- 
lows building, shopped there for 
small supplies, got prescriptions, 
and used its post office. That’s 
why Striking Back has special res- 
onance for him. 

Perry, who attended the San 
Francisco Art Institute in the 
mid-1970s and who specializes in 
scenes of history and old build- 
ings, has seen the mid-Market 
area change over decades. His 
more notable canvases include 
one of the Old Fellows building, 
which is more than 100 years old. 

“T wanted to preserve the 
memory of Merrill’s, and >> p26 
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New 
Experiments 
in Art and 
Technology 


yey 7 


On view through Jan 17, 2016 


Fusing art and technology, NEAT picks up where 
the original artist and engineer collaborations of 
the 1960s left off, with new commissions ranging 
from apps to robots, to interactive paintings and 
sound sculptures—firmly establishing the Bay 
Area as the epicenter of digital art today. 


Chasing Justice 
Nov 19, 2015-Feb 21, 2016 


Paintings recreated from the walls of the CIA; 
renditions of an artist's familial ties to activism; 
and mixed media collages featuring classified 
government documents. Probe the idea of the 
pursuit of justice through art. 


Image credit: Gabriel L. 
Dunne and Vishal K. Dar, 
NAAG XY, 2015, Multi- 
channel projections, 
EPS foam, plaster, 164 x 
102 x 60 in. Courtesy of 
the Artists. 


Voted Best 

Museum by 
SF Weekly 
Readers! 


A ome V 


Plan your visit at thecjm.org 


City and County of San Francisco 
Outreach Advertising 
December 2015 


Stay Connected To the City through SF311 


The SF311 Customer Service Center is the single stop for residents to get information on government services and report 
problems to the City and County of San Francisco. And now, we have even more ways for you to stay connected to the City 
with our SF311 App and SF311 Explorer website. 


The SF311 App lets you get information on City services and submit service requests on-the-go right from your smartphone. You 
can track your service requests through the app or through our new website, SF311 Explorer. 


SF311 Explorer not only lets you check the status of your own requests, it enables you to see what issues are being reported 
throughout all of San Francisco and what the City is doing to resolve them. 


Download the SF311 App from your smartphone’s app store and visit the SF311 Explorer at explore311.sfgov.org today! 


Healthy Foods and WIC Nutrition Services at No Cost To You 


Eating well during pregnancy is important. The Women, Infants, and Children (WIC) Nutrition Program can help. WIC serves 
pregnant women, new mothers, infants and young children under five years old who meet 185% or below of the federal poverty 
income level. WIC benefits include nutrition and breastfeeding education and support, checks to buy-healthy foods (such as 
fresh fruits and vegetables) and referrals to low cost or free health care and other community services. 


Enrolling in WIC early in your pregnancy will give your baby a healthy start. Also, WIC staff can show you how you and your 
family can eat healthier meals and snacks. Migrants are welcome to apply as well. 


San Francisco WIC has six offices throughout the City. For more information, call (415) 575-5788. 


This institution is an equal opportunity provider. 


Assessment Appeals Board (AAB) 


Notice is hereby given of 7 vacancies on the AAB. Applicants must have at least 5 years of experience as one of the following: Certified 
Public Accountant or Public Accountant; licensed Real Estate Broker; Property Appraiser accredited by a nationally recognized 
organization, or Property Appraiser certified by the California Office of Real Estate Appraisers. For additional information or to obtain an 
application, please call (415) 554-6778. 


Board of Supervisors Regularly Scheduled Board Meetings 
December 2015 Meetings 


OPEN TO THE PUBLIC —Tuesdays, 2:00pm, City Hall Chamber, Room 250. 


e December 8 
e December 15 - Last Full Board Meeting 


The City and County of San Francisco encourage public outreach. Articles are translated into several languages to provide 
better public access. The newspaper makes every effort to translate the articles of general interest correctly. No liability is 
assumed by the City and County of San Francisco or the newspapers for errors and omissions. 
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Ramos Fizz from p25 


about was animal rights. I couldn't 
believe it. They rejected the fact that I 
painted a girl with an animal.” 

That’s Mel Ramos. He can’t imag- 
ine why people would object to that, 
or even why people might sneer at his 
using word “girl” to mean “woman.” 
But Ramos says his art is “fami- 
ly-friendly,’ and that he would never 
do pornographic work — at least not 
for public consumption. With artists 
such as Robert Arneson, he’s traded 
X-rated art. 

“It’s just for a laugh,” he says. “I 
don’t embrace it. I’m not interested 
in that. I did Marilyn Monroe fin- 
ger-fucking herself, but I don’t consid- 
er myself a champion of pornography. 
My works are family-friendly.” 

And women are eager to work with 
him — to be photographed and then 
have Ramos work his artistic magic. 
A few years ago, actress (and former 
Playboy centerfold) Pamela Anderson 
visited Ramos at his Oakland studio. 

“T got 200 to 300 slides of her,” 
he says, “and I found three of them 
I could use or I'd be happy to make a 


painting of. So I sent it to her. And 
then I used her body for other images. 
She had a great figure for me. I did 
one painting for her and another that 
was sold at an auction in Korea. I did 
other paintings that used her body 
but not necessarily her face.” 

In defending his work, Ramos says 
he’s part of an artistic tradition that 
goes back centuries, and includes 
artists like Titian and Botticelli, who 
also lavished attention on female 
flesh. Once, while gazing at the work 
of Botticelli and others at the Louvre, 
Ramos had an epiphany. 

“T walked into this big room,” he 
says, and there were these 30 or 40 
nude paintings. I couldn't believe it. I 
felt vindicated. That’s basically what 
I do. I’m a painter of the nude figure. 
There’s a lot of us in the history of art. 
I just have my little niche.” 


“Mel Ramos: Prints and 
Sculptures: 1970-2015” 
Through Dec. 19 at Modernism, 
685 Market St., S.F. 

Free; 415-541-0461 or 
modernisminc.com. 
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Photographs by Kevin Kelleher 


I wanted to bring it back — to the 
time when it was fun and popular,” 
Perri says, standing in his studio ona 
recent afternoon. “It’s been fun to be 
in this neighborhood and to see the 
changes.” 

Those changes include all the 
murals and street art along the 
mid-Market area. Perri can see the 
street from his studio window, which 
advertises his name to pedestrians 
below. Unlike Banksy, Perri puts his 
name everywhere he can, including on 
his street work. Ordinarily, Perri likes 
the spotlight. The day he avoided the 
two Banksy fans was the exception to 


his rule. JC 
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BUS STOP ROM-COM MATERIAL 


The Limits 
of Being Old- 
Fashioned 


One sunny San Francisco after- 
noon back in 2010, I was waiting for the 
1-California bus to North Beach to 
dance my closing shift at the (late, 
great) Lusty Lady peep show. My sev- 
en-inch Lucite heels made carrying my 
bag cumbersome, so I tucked it under- 
neath my seat at the bus stop, hoping 
not to draw attention to it. Nearby, also 
waiting for Muni, stood a fair-skinned 
boy in a white T-shirt with tattooed 
arms and sweet eyes. I'd been sleeping 
alone since I moved to the city several 
months prior, save for the occasional 
one-night stand, so I swooned easily. 
(Spoiler alert: I always do.) 

I let my gaze linger for a moment 
on his forearm, where it said “Grace” 
in bold script. He was eating a 
fancy European chocolate 
bar, snapping the dark 
squares apart and 
placing them on 
his tongue when 
suddenly, his 
eyes turned 
and met mine. 

“T like your 
tattoo,’ I 
stammered, as 
he simultane- 
ously asked, “Do 
you want some 
chocolate?” Then 
we both laughed. “Oe 
When the bus came, we 95 
sat next to each other, our 
elbows touching. 

“This is it,” I thought, “My perfect, 
romantic comedy meet-cute. My off- 
beat love story begins now. He must 
be the one!” 

But of course, he wasn’t. 

Within the first five minutes | 
outed myself as a sex worker who pre- 
ferred non-monogamy, still too naive 
to imagine that information might 
count against me on my journey to- 
wards love with this little hipster. He 
did end up asking me out, but he nev- 
er considered me girlfriend material. 
Our relationship mainly consisted of 
him calling me the middle of the night 
for the occasional hand job, because 
he didn’t think I was “in a place for 
anything serious.” 

In a culture that criminalizes and 
devalues people who work the sex 
trade, it’s not surprising that it’s also 
hard to find suitors who value what 
a girl like me brings to the table. It’s 
certainly not the most tragic side 
effect of sex-worker stigma, but it’s 
definitely one of my least favorites. 

Sadly, there are plenty of guys 
out there who would also disqualify 
me — and my fellow sluts and whores 
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— from the pool of women they’d 
want to take home to Mom. I’m an 
old-fashioned romantic, and I love 
the idea of a chance encounter with a 
happy ending, but I’ve found that the 
reality of meeting someone I'll actual- 
ly be compatible with on the street or 
in a bar is an unrealistic expectation. 

Online dating is the natural 
solution; it’s how most people are 
courting these days, anyway. Some 
bemoan and begrudge our culture’s 
attachment to connecting through 
technology, but now that I’ve been a 
sex professional for more than half a 
decade, spending a great deal of time 
catering to male egos, Iam no longer 
as keen on passively waiting for men 
to approach, hoping to be swept off 
my feet. 

Because I can walk in my heels just 
fine. That’s why I wore them. 

When I need compliments from 
strangers, I look to my Instagram fol- 

lowers, not to men on 

the street. 

The rules of 
“old-fashioned” 
courtships are 
just that, taking 
their cues from 

old-fashioned 
patriarchal tra- 
ditions rooted 
in rape culture. 
Dating, hook- 
ups, and bar 
culture condone 
and encourage 
men to interrupt, 
interject, and 
engage with women 
«® even when they've 
.e* been given no invitation. 












fe) r e ) ° . 
Y Isabel Dreslerlis°™™” Tt’s considered desirable, even 


suave, to approach a woman on the 
street, at a cafe, the library, the gro- 
cery store — anywhere. 

But online dating allows women 
to flip the script. Instead of waiting 
to be approached by men in public, 
where they must navigate their own 
safety, we can choose from a long list 
of petitioners based on their online 
merits and manners. Just as the inter- 
net has afforded me the opportunity 
to screen and vet the clients I see for 
work, online dating has allowed me to 
vet dates in my personal life. Although 
it can be tedious to wade through a 
flooded inbox of dick pics and creeps, 
at least I can do so from the comfort 
of my own home, in my robe and slip- 
pers, if I choose. There’s nothing more 
disappointing than getting all dressed 
up only to wade through a bar full of 
douchebags trying to grab your ass, 
as club culture encourages us to do in 
order to find our soulmates. 

I'd rather cruise for dudes on my 
iPhone app while waiting for the bus, 
than waste my time with muggles 
who are almost certain to disappoint! 


TheWhoreCast@gmail.com 
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WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 9 
IN SAN FRANCISCO 


Log on to GOFOBO.COM/SFWEEKLY and enter 
the RSVP code: SFWEEKLY for your chance to win passes. 


Passes are limited and available while supplies last. 


THIS FILM HAS BEEN RATED R. 


Passes received through this promotion do not guarantee admission — seating is first come, first serve, and early arrival is strongly encouraged. No one 
will be admitted without a ticket or after the screening begins. EXCEPT FOR MEMBERS OF THE VIEWING PRESS. Focus Features , SF Weekly, Allied-THA, 
gofobo.com and their affiliates accept no responsibility or liability in connection with any loss or accident incurred in connection with this prize. Tickets 
cannot be exchanged, transferred or redeemed for cash, in whole or in part. We are not responsible if, for any reason, winner is unable to use his/her ticket 
in whole or in part. Void prohibited by law. No purchase necessary. NO PHONE CALLS! 


OPENS DECEMBER 11 AT THE KABUKI 8 
AND EMBARCADERO CENTER 5 
www. [heDanishGirl-film.com #TheDanishGirl 
Twitter: @DanishGirlMov FB/Instagram: TheDanishGirlFilm 


“<5 SPAT CIM/MOUES 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Bikes vs. Cars 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie 
Theater. 
Spoiler: The bikes win. (Philosophically, 
anyway.) Fredrik Gertten’s documentary 
Bikes vs. Cars is proudly pro-handlebars 
and anti-steering wheels, and if it never 
makes a convincing argument for how to 
find a balance between the two, that’s 
because it doesn’t really try. Gertten 
looks at how the auto industry made 
bikes and public transportation effec- 
tively go extinct in the early-to-mid- 
1900s Los Angeles, as well as how 
activists around the world are working to 
make more bike-friendly cities. Copen- 
hagen is held up as a shining example, 
while the pro-car forces are represented 
by the likes of Toronto mayor and noted 
hookers-and-blow enthusiast Rob Ford. 
Some of the ideas of Bikes vs. Cars have 
merit, but many — such as the sugges- 
tion to eliminate cars by making driving 
prohibitively expensive — have a notice- 
able whiff of able-ism, and the film pays 
only minor lip service to people for 
whom biking everywhere always is not 
an option. Bikes vs. Cars preaches to the 
choir, who may also accept film’s ques- 
tionable utopianism; indeed, one inter- 
viewee describes the famous 2012 
“Carmageddon” closure of Interstate 405 
as a utopia because, among other things, 
people ate in local restaurants that week- 
end. (So the desire to cross town is the 
real villain, then?) But the thing about 
utopias is they never last more thana 


weekend. Sherilyn Connelly 


Chi-Raq 
Rated R. Opens Friday. 
The late Aristophanes would find little 
to laugh at if he caught a screening of 
Spike Lee’s Chi-Raq. An adaptation of 
the ancient Greek comic playwright’s 
Lysistrata, the movie relies upon sev- 
eral BCE conceits — rhyme, a chorus, 
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and elaborate costumes — to tell the 
story of a contemporary Lysistrata 
(Teyonah Parris). The moll to a gang- 
ster (Nick Cannon), she convinces the 
women of Chicago’s violent Southside 
— nicknamed Chi-Rag after Chi-Town’s 
murder toll surpassed the number of 
Americans killed in Iraq — that the 
only way to bring peace to the streets is 
to deny their men any freakiness in the 
sheets. Unfortunately, however, in 
Lee’s hands these conventions come off 
as self-conscious gimmicks that only 
distract from the narrative. Also notice- 
able is the absence of any focused topic, 
such as racism, which Lee tackled so 
thoroughly in early films Do the Right 
Thing, Jungle Fever, and Malcolm X. 
While Chi-Raq raises many complicated 
issues — sexism, unemployment, gun 
control, government corruption, war, 
and more — Lee has space enough only 


- Stephen Holden, THE NEW YORK TIMES 


ENTHRALLING! 


‘ELECTRIFYING! 


- Alonso Duralde, THE WRAP 


FIERCELY BRILLIANT! 4 


- Guy Lodge, VARIETY 


‘MIND-BLOWING! 


- Lee Marshall, SCREENDAILY 
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-Owen Gleiberman, BBC 
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to glance upon them in the limited two- 
hour timespan. Worse, he does so in 
such a heavy-handed, didactic way by 
having characters emphatically rapping 
or preaching their perspectives at us. 
What Aristophanes left to interpreta- 
tion using ambiguity and metaphor, 
Lee beats down our throats, which 
sucks any fun right out of the film. 
Joshua Rotter 


Janis: Little Girl Blue 
Not rated. Opens Friday at the Roxie 
Theater. 
One of the three high-profile rock stars 
to die at the turn of the 1970s, but 
never quite afforded the mythic status 
assigned to her male counterparts Jimi 
Hendrix and Jim Morrison, Janis Jop- 
lin receives her long overdue documen- 
tary treatment in Amy Berg’s Janis: 
Little Girl Blue. (Howard Alk’s 1974 Ja- 
nis was arguably less a documentary 
than a performance film.) Berg works 
from copious existing footage, new in- 
terviews with colleagues and relatives, 
and most fascinatingly, letters Janis 
wrote to her parents. Read aloud by 
Chan Marshall — a.k.a. Cat Power — 
they paint a portrait of woman who 
possessed an extraordinary talent to 
express raw emotion in her voice. That 
emotion was mostly pain that came 
from existing in a world in which hap- 
piness was elusive — all the more so 
because it was a world that didn’t con- 
sider her pretty enough, and which re- 
minded her of her genetics in such 
unsubtle ways as the Alpha Phi Omega 
frat at her college voting her “Ugliest 
Man.” (Goddamn fucking straight boys, 
seriously.) Little Girl Blue has an advan- 
tage over most biographical documen- 
taries in that its subject had sucha 
short life and career. This allows for 
tighter storytelling 45 years on, and 
tragic as her death at 27 was, it ulti- 
mately feels appropriate that Janis 
burned out before she could fade away. 


SC 
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URS CRU AT FILM LISTINGS 


OPENING 


The Pearl Button Patricio Guzman's gorgeous 
documentary The Pear! Button is in a class 
with the other beauty-of-nature reveries 
like Koyannisgatsi and Baraka, but with its 
political overtones delivered via somber 
narration. The title refers to two different 
pearl buttons from South America: One was 
used to “pay” a 19th-century Fuegian tribes- 
man to come to England to be “civilized,” 
and another was found more recently ona 
submerged piece of railroad track to which 
Augusto Pinochet had one of hundreds of 
leftists bagged, tied, and dumped into the 
ocean. When not considering the horrors of 
Chile's past via both external and internal 
forces, The Pear! Button is at its best when 
philosophizing on the connections between 
life on Earth and the universe, especially 
regarding water. Guzman honors the comets 
that brought water to our planet, as well as 
the water-producing quasar discovered by 
NASA more than 12 billion light-years away. 
The presence of Atacama radio telescopes 
in Chile is given a special and quite positive 
significance, and interesting parallel is 
drawn between astrophysicists and indig- 
enous people, seeking a connection with 
the cosmos. It's a rare and wonderful thing 
for adocumentary about nature and native 
peoples not to inherently distrust all manner 
of modern technology. Yeah, we're looking 
at you, Love Thy Nature. (SC) 


FILM SHOWTIMES 


To submit a listing (at least 10 days before issue 
date), email film@sfweekly.com. 


4-Star Theatre. The Hunger Games: Mocking- 
Jay, Part 2: Realizing the stakes are no longer 
just for survival, Katniss Everdeen (Jennifer 
Lawrence) teams up with her closest friends, 
including Peeta (Josh Hutcherson), Gale 
(Liam Hemsworth) and Finnick for the ulti- 
mate mission. Together, they leave District 13 
to liberate the citizens of war-torn Panem and 
assassinate President Snow, who's obsessed 
with destroying Katniss. What lies ahead are 
mortal traps, dangerous enemies and moral 
choices that will ultimately determine the 
future of millions. Daily. The Assassin: In 
ninth-century China, an exiled assassin (Shu 
Qi) must choose between love or duty when 
she receives orders to kill a man (Chang 
Chen) from her past. Daily. The Room: Johnny 
(Tommy Wiseau) is a Successful banker who 
lives happily in a San Francisco townhouse 
with his fiancée, Lisa (Juliette Danielle). 
One day, inexplicably, she gets bored of him 
and decides to seduce Johnny's best friend, 
Mark (Greg Sestero). From there, nothing 
will be the same again Daily. 2200 Clement, 
San Francisco, 666-3488, Intsf.com/4-star- 
theatre.html. 

AMC Metreon 16. Chi-Rag: Beautiful Lysistrata 
(Teyonah Parris) is in love with aspiring 
Rapper Demtrius ‘Chi-Raq’ Dupree (Nick 
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Cannon), but she is disturbed by the bloody 
war between his Spartan gang and the rival 
Trojans, led by Cyclops (Wesley Snipes). 
Daily. Krampus: While the holiday season 
represents the most magical time of year, 
ancient European folklore warns of Kram- 
pus, a horned beast who punishes naughty 
children at Christmastime. When dysfunc- 
tional family squabbling causes young Max 
(Emjay Anthony) to lose his festive spirit, it 
unleashes the wrath of the fearsome demon. 
As Krampus lays siege to the Engel home, 
mom (Toni Collette), pop (Adam Scott), 
sister (Stefania LaVie Owen) and brother 
must band together to save one another 
from a monstrous fate. Daily. 101 Fourth St., 
San Francisco, 369-6207, amctheatres.com/ 
movie-theatres/amc-metreon-16. 


Balboa Theatre. Spectre: A cryptic message 


from the past leads James Bond (Daniel 
Craig) to Mexico City and Rome, where he 
meets the beautiful widow (Monica Bellucci) 
of an infamous criminal. After infiltrating a 
secret meeting, 007 uncovers the existence 
of the sinister organization SPECTRE. Needing 
the help of the daughter of an old nemesis, 
he embarks ona mission to find her. As Bond 
ventures toward the heart of SPECTRE, he 
discovers a chilling connection between 
himself and the enemy (Christoph Waltz) 
he seeks. Through Dec. 9. Popcorn Palace: 
Every Saturday at 10 a.m. $10 gets ticket plus 
popcorn and drink! 12/5 Elf. 12/12 It's a Won- 
derful Life. 12/19, 12/26 Star Wars: The Force 
Awakens. Saturdays, 10 a.m. 3630 Balboa, 
San Francisco, 221-2184, balboamovies.com. 


Castro Theatre. Sing-A-Long Sound of Music: 


An annual Castro Theatre event, Sing-A-Long 
Sound of Music is a screening of the classic 
Rodgers and Hammerstein musical in glori- 
ous widescreen, complete with subtitles so 
that the whole audience can sing along! In 
addition to belting out the tunes, goody bags 
will be handed out to everyone and audience 
members can add to the fun by dressing up as 
a favorite character for the costume contest! 
Thu., Dec. 3, 7 p.m.; Fri., Dec. 4, 7 p.m.; Sun., 
Dec. 6,1& 7 p.m. SF Silent Film Festival: A 
Day of Silents: A day of silent-era movies 
accompanied by live music! Featuring films 
The Black Pirate at 11 a.m., Around China With 
a Movie Camera at 1p.m., The Grim Game at 
3 p.m., The Inhuman Woman (L'Inhumaine) at 
6:30 p.m., and Piccadilly at 9:30 p.m. Sat., 
Dec. 5, 11 a.m. 429 Castro, San Francisco, 
621-6120, castrotheatre.com. 


Clay Theatre. Macbeth: A fearless Scottish 


general (Michael Fassbender), haunted by a 
prophecy and his own ambition, uses murder 
to gain the power of the throne. Starting 
Dec. 4. Daily. Gremlins: In this fantastical 
black comedy, a sweet, exotic pet spawns 
other creatures who transform into small, 
destructive, evil monsters. Dec. 4-5, 11:55 
p.m. 2261 Fillmore, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
clay-theatre. 


Embarcadero Center Cinema. Brooklyn: A 


young Irish immigrant (Saoirse Ronan), 
navigating her way through 1950s Brooklyn, 
must choose between two countries when 
her new vivacity is disrupted by her past. 
Daily. Peggy Guggenheim: Art Addict: The 
incredible, dramatic life of art icon Peggy 
Guggenheim is revealed in this fascinating 
portrait. Starting Dec. 4. Daily. 1 Embar- 
cadero Center, San Francisco, 267-4893, 
www.landmarktheatres.com/san-francisco/ 
embarcadero-center-cinema. 


Exploratorium. Saturday Cinema: Weekly 


thematic film screenings presented in the 
Kanbar Forum by the Exploratorium’s Cinema 
Arts program. Saturdays. Free with museum 
admission. Pier 15, San Francisco, 528-4444, 
exploratorium.edu. 


Opera Plaza Cinema. Suffragette: Moving 


exploration of the passion and heartbreak 
of those who risked all they had in ear- 
ly-20th-century Britain for women’s right 
to vote. Daily. Heart of a Dog: Filmmaker 
and creative pioneer Laurie Anderson's 
wry, wondrous and unforgettable cinematic 
journey through love, death and language. 
Daily. The Wonders: A family of beekeepers 
living in stark isolation in the Tuscan coun- 
tryside is disrupted by a reality TV show 
intent on showcasing the family. Daily. 601 
Van Ness, San Francisco, 267-4893, www. 
landmarktheatres.com/market/SanFrancisco/ 
OperaPlazaCinema.htm. 


Presidio Theatre. The Good Dinosaur: Luckily 


for young Arlo, his parents (Jeffrey Wright, 
Frances McDormand) and his two siblings, 
the mighty dinosaurs were not wiped out 65 
million years ago. When a rainstorm washes 
poor Arlo (Raymond Ochoa) downriver, he 
ends up bruised, battered and miles away 
from home. Good fortune shines on the 
frightened dino when he meets Spot (Jack 
Bright), a Neanderthal boy who offers his 
help and friendship. Together, the unlikely 
duo embark on an epic adventure to reunite 
Arlo with his beloved family. Starting Dec. 
4. Daily. Spotlight: In 2001, editor Marty 
Baron of The Boston Globe assigns a team of 
journalists to investigate allegations against 
John Geoghan, an unfrocked priest accused 
of molesting more than 80 boys. Led by editor 
Walter “Robby” Robinson, reporters Michael 
Rezendes (Mark Ruffalo), Matt Carroll and 
Sacha Pfeiffer interview victims and try to 
unseal sensitive documents. The reporters 
make it their mission to provide proof of a 
cover-up of sexual abuse within the Roman 
Catholic Church. Starting Dec. 4. Daily. 2340 
Chestnut, San Francisco, 776-2388, Intsf.com. 


Roxie Theater. Bikes vs Cars: The bicycle, an 


amazing tool for change. Activists and cities 
all over the world are moving towards a new 
system. But will the economic powers allow 
it? Bikes vs Cars, a new film project from 
BANANAS!* and Big Boys Gone Bananas!* 
director Fredrik Gertten, looks into and 
investigates the daily global drama in traffic 
around the world. Dec. 3-10. Janis: Little 
Girl Blue: To celebrate the completion of 
her posthumous masterpiece, Pearl, Janis 
Joplin decide to celebrate. Unfortunately, 


celebration for Joplin often equated to 
injecting heroin. When she passed away on 
October 4th, 1970 in Hollywood, it seemed 
the mourning would never stop. That the 
pain would never subside. There are only a 
handful of artists in any medium that deeply 
connect with people. For many, Joplin was 
not merely a musician, but a beloved icon, an 
inimitable iconoclast, an additional member 
of their family. Dec. 4-10. 3117 16th St., San 
Francisco, 863-1087, roxie.com. 


The Walt Disney Family Museum. Tomor- 


rowland: Walt’s Vision For Today: Through 
animated sequences, musical compositions, 
sound bites, graphics, audio visuals, vintage 
posters, and more, Tomorrowland: Walt's 
Vision for Today will immerse visitors in 
the story of Walt’s hopes and vision for the 
future, as reflected in his creation of the 1967 
version of Tomorrowland at Disneyland. This 
exhibition allows visitors to experience Walt’s 
perception of this beautiful tomorrow ina 


robust and vibrant way. Mondays, Wednes- 
days-Sundays. Continues through Dec. 7. 
104 Montgomery, San Francisco, 345-6800, 
waltdisney.org. 


Yerba Buena Center for the Arts. Music Movies: 


From industrial noise to latin boogaloo to the 
sounds of Thailand, this series of new music 
films has something for all adventurous view- 
ers. Featured are renowned filmmaker Les 
Blank’s previously unreleased documentary 
about Leon Russell, and Doug Aitkin's epic 
Station to Station composed of 62 one-minute 
films about a cross-country train journey 
with a constantly changing group of artists, 
musicians and performers. Three more films 
round out the series with in-depth looks at 
the American genre of Latin boogaloo, the 
industrial music and noise scene in Europe 
and the U.S., and the diversity of amazing 
music from Thailand. Dec. 3-20. 701 Mission, 
San Francisco, 978-2787, ybca.org. 
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Give a little 


TENDERNESS 


— and save /6% on world-famous Omah 






Perfect Gifts 
GUARANTEED © 
This holiday season, give a gift that brings people 
together... send world-famous, exquisitely tender Omaha 
Steaks® Filet Mignons, Top Sirloins and more. Aged to 
perfection and flash-frozen at the peak of flavor, Omaha 
Steaks are 100% guaranteed and delivered to their 
door. You'll save 76% when you send the Happy Family 
Celebration. 


Happy Family Celebration 


2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons 

2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins 

2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops 

4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 Ib. pkg.) 
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers 

4 (3 oz.) Gourmet Jumbo Franks 

16 oz. pkg. Omaha Steakhouse’ Fries 

4 Caramel Apple Tartlets 

Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet 


472221VR 
Reg. $209.91! Now Only 54,999 





‘SS _— 





PLUS, 4 more 
Burgers 


REE! 


Limit 2 pkgs. at this price. Your 4 free burgers will be sent to each shipping address that includes the Happy Family Celebration 47222. 
Limit of 1 free box of 4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers per shipment. Standard S&H will be added per address. Not valid with other offers. 


Expires 12/31/15. 


©2015 OCG | 510B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc. 


1-800-522-9419 ask for 47222TVR 
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ORS SRA THE ANTI-BUFFY 


Jonesing for a Superheroine 


It probably doesn’t need to be 
said, but the Jurassic Park movies were 
terrible. Yes, I know 1 am reaching way 
back into the past here, but the reason 
they sucked is pertinent to my theme 
this week: the cognitive dissonance of 
super-heroism. In the first Jurassic Park 
movie — the only one I saw, because, 
like, one was enough — the two shitty 
little kids are traumatized by a T-Rex 
that chases them through the primeval 
forest as they run for their lives. They 
not only don’t die, but apart from one 
encounter with an electric fence, 
emerge relatively unscathed, physically 
and mentally. They jump right back into 
silly boy-girl bickering, as if things like 
that happened every day. This is of 
course the “suspension of disbelief” 
that we are supposed to maintain, but if 
you find yourself 


ey-sense, she has super strength and 
can fight like a ninja, too. (Oh, and 
she can fly.) None of these things 
seem to interest her much; she’s like 
a kid who was forced to take piano 
lessons her whole life and who has 
therefore become a virtuoso, but 
wouldn't be caught dead touching the 
instrument now that doesn’t have to. 

Jessica’s antagonist is a dude with 
the malevolent name of Killgrave, 
who can dominate people and make 
them do his bidding. He controlled 
Jessica until someone blocked his 
ability to manipulate her brain, which 
was sort of necessary if she was go- 
ing to become a true superheroine. 
However, she has been violated, and 
is still traumatized by the experience. 
To get meta for a second, Jessica 























questioning almost 
everything, then the 
director has done 
something wrong. 

Superheroes re- 
quire a gigantic sus- 
pension of disbelief. 
If you question the 
physics involved in 
catching Lois Lane 
as she falls from 
the Empire State 
Building, or why no 
one recognizes these 
guys when they’re 
dressed up in tights, 
you are being a par- 
ty pooper. I don’t 
claim to be a Marvel 
expert — there are 
not enough hours 
in the day — but it seems to me that 
Marvel plays with these suspensions 
of disbelief. Characters in the Marvel 
Universe vary in their abilities. Some 
are super-powerful, while others have 
only one gift, like skin that cannot be 
pierced by bullets. 

Netflix’s new series Jessica Jones 
embodies this “superhero realism.” 
She’s a real girl, with real powers, and 
who really has no fucking clue how to 
deal with them. If she were chased by 
a velociraptor and nearly decapitated, 
she would need a ton of therapy. (She 
would probably become a shut-in.) As 
it stands, Jessica Jones has dealt with 
trauma in her life, and she deals with 
it by self-medicating with booze and 
sex. Unlike Buffy, a superhero who 
resigned herself to her sacrificial fate, 
Jessica waffles between wanting to do 
the right thing and seriously consid- 
ering getting the f out of Dodge. And 
who among us wouldn't? 

Jessica Jones is the story of a pri- 
vate investigator in New York who 
spends most of her time chasing 
down cheaters. As the result of being 
downwind from Peter Parker when 
he was getting his first dose of spid- 
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represents women who have been 
sexually assaulted and who overcome 
the violence by helping other women. 
It’s empowering, yes, but you still cry 
into your pillow at night and never 
quite feel safe. 

Netflix needed an actress who 
could hold all of this stuff. It’s a tall 
order. Thank God the producers chose 
Krysten Ritter, the jewel-lipped goth 
princess best known as Jesse Pink- 
man’s junkie girlfriend Jane Mar- 
golis on Breaking Bad. She’s great at 
playing a woman with a chip on her 
shoulder, who is manipulated by men 
but is more powerful than she thinks. 
She swaggers through her scenes in 
jeans and a hoodie, teetering on the 
edge between I-am-so-out-of-here 
and oh-Jesus-I-guess-I-need-to-stay- 
and-help. 

Despite all of this backstory, 
there’s not a whole lot of front story. 
Usually that’s a deal breaker for me, 
but Iam mesmerized by this show. 
It’s sleepy and creepy. She’s a reluc- 
tant superhero, and we can all relate, 
right? Right. 


KatyStC@Yahoo.com 
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SCOTTISH RITES 


The Whole Nine Yards 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


Although the demographics are 
different, the Marina and the Castro 
share some of the same structural ele- 
ments. They’re both bar-heavy residen- 
tial neighborhoods, each with good 
movie theaters anda Books Inc., that ca- 
ter to specific segments of the populace 
(namely, the post-collegiate set and the 
gays). I used to shrug off dining out in 
the Castro with the sour equivalent of “It 
can’t happen here,” but it’s a better place 
to eat out than ever. And now the same 
can be said of the Marina. 

After The Dorian and the magnifi- 
cent Belga, Scotland Yard is the third 
leg of a triangle of worthwhile restau- 
rants that opened this year, even if 
you re guilty of Marina-bashing. Chef 
Jason Raffin, who hailed from wine 
bar BIN 38 — in the space that now 
houses Scotland Yard — has an iden- 
tifiable palate, and it’s one that will be 
appreciated by people whose fake IDs 
got them into 10-cent wing nights but 
who've now grown up. What Scotland 
Yard has in abundance is umami. What 
it lacks is Anglophilia: It’s on Scott 
Street, has a pipe-smoking Sherlock 
Holmes logo, and serves Yorkshire 
puddings, but mercifully there are no 
Union Jacks or telephone boxes or yel- 
low submarines. 

That it’s a wine bar like its predeces- 
sor is obvious once you look around, 
but the menu is another animal entire- 
ly. The sirloin tartare ($15), heavy with 
mustard seeds, was as red as bruschet- 
ta and served with an airy thing that 
could be mistaken for a chicharron. 
(It’s puffed beef tendon.) There’s a 
Worcestershire sauce in there, too, that 
somehow isn’t overkill on a dish that 
generally flaunts its nakedness. 

Studded with jalapenos and kaeshi 
sauce — a mix of soy sauce, sugar, and 
a low-alcohol rice wine called mirin 
— a tray of pan-seared dumplings ($8 
for six) was particularly pretty; you 
seldom see that much decorative elbow 
grease put into something so humble. 

I never learn my lesson with micro-ta- 
cos, though; although these crispy 
tuna ceviche numbers ($6 for two) 
were dressed with enough watermelon 
radish greens to resemble a terrarium, 
to say nothing of the fantastic avocado 
cream, it’s hard to call them appetizers. 
(Hors d'oeuvres, more like it, which 
means we should have ordered more.) 

You can sense the kale backlash 
building, but the kale Caesar salad 
($12 for the large) innovated enough 
to keep it from feeling recycled. How- 
ever salty, the poached egg, fried shal- 
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lots, and pickled turnip combination 
demonstrated a real enthusiasm to 
make the Caesar new again. Another 
stellar preparation was the aerated 
créme fraiche on the Brussels sprouts 
($6). It might look like Reddi-Whip, 
but it imparts sophistication to a dish 
that would otherwise be a tug-of-war 
between more strident flavors like lem- 
on and bacon. 

To my surprise, 


bacon-brined, on top of it? If nothing 
else, it made me appreciate the tartare 
even more: The mustard there could 
have been overkill, but even after 
mushing it all together, you could still 
discern the heat from the richness of 
the quail egg. 
Then there’s the Yard Burger ($13). 
My eating buddy was adamant that the 
wilted lettuce was 
an unpardonable 


the Coca-Cola ribs Scotland Yard sin, but I enjoyed 
($26 for the large 3232 Scott St., its faint whisper 
portion) were among 415-872-6853 or among the shouting 
the very best I’ve eat- scotlandyardsf.com of the bone marrow 


en in San Francisco. 
The combination of 
cola and cilantro did 
a better job of cutting 
the fat than vinegar 
could, and while 
they’re arranged in 
a lattice, these ribs 
looked like they would tip over Fred 
Flintstone’s car at the drive-thru. 
Unfortunately, the pork chop 
($14) was an over-salted exercise in 
lily-gilding. The butternut squash, with 
the texture of a hot melon, was un- 
dercooked, and I couldn’t understand 
why there was mustard on it. Raisins 
and pistachios, a fine idea in the ab- 
stract, added nothing — and would 
you be surprised if I said the pork was 


Hours: Tue-Thu, 4 p.m. - 
midnight; Fri, 4 p.m. - 1 
a.m.; Sat, 10:30 a.m. -1 
a.m.; Sun, 10:30a.m.-10 
p.m., Mon, closed. 


aioli, the cheddar, 
and the cornichon 
remoulade. While 
the overburdened 
pork chop wasn’t so 
lucky, the burger’s 
ingredients were 
singing in a chorus. 
It’s basically the distillation of Chef 
Raffin’s philosophy of going the whole 
nine yards (if you will). 

Therein lies much of the mystery 
of Scotland Yard: It has the appurte- 
nances of a wine bar, but all the flavors 
are bold, unsubtle, umami-heavy. It’s 
upper-echelon pub food, which makes 
me instinctively want to pair it with 
beer. What’s even more confusing is 
why a server, when asked for a recom- 
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Kevin Kelleher 


Coca-Cola spareribs 


mendation, would steer people toward 
a basic California Zin. (Do people 
really venture to wine bars for fruit 
bombs?) There is something of a split 
personality to Scotland Yard, but to be 
honest, I dig the kitchen’s vision. Scour 
the menu, and what you won't find are 
pretexts for obnoxious people to flash 
their cash. You come here to eat hearti- 
ly, not to consume conspicuously. 

The mild schizophrenia extended to 
the décor. Scotland Yard has a lounge-y 
interior with nooks and armchairs, 
and only one row of tables that backs 
up onto an upholstered bench, pat- 
terned like rowhouses in Brussels or 
the paperback cover of Tales of the City. 
Not to traffic in gender stereotypes, 
but apart from the TV, the interior is 
as girly as the food is bro-y. There was 
sportball on the screen, with nobody 
watching it. My dinner date half-jok- 
ingly asked if we could change the 
channel. The server obligingly brought 
us the remote, and we finished dinner 
watching a close-captioned SVU epi- 
sode about an AIDS activist who mur- 
dered two people. It’s Scotland Yard, 
after all; lurid crime over wine and 
burgers seemed like the way to go. 


PKane@SFWeekly.com 
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Shane 


ELAS MUJERES DE VALOR” 
A NEW ART EXHIBIT @ 


415.255.8201 
546 VALENCIA ST 


TOMAR Cel at rispirional 


— ITALIAN RESTAURANT — 


! \ Drcowe 


Mok. 
IN AND 


On GOR UR BORER 


NBELIEVABLE ~— 


ITALIAN FARE & PIZZA" 


“FAMILY OWNED & 
J SINCE 1972 4 ; 


PIZZA 
ore vata 


PRIVATE ra ORDER ONLINE 
oq UP Mie 30 PEOPLE © HAYSTACKPIZZA.COM 


INE MENU. HANDMADE | ACL DR Fey, 


32 DECEMBER 3-9, 2015 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


es ~ 3001 24TH ST 


ea 
~~ B/T VICKSBURG & SANCHEZ 


415.647.1929 


bsg. ih 4 
OPEN SLATE ~ 


ON WEEKENDS 


“Y os Pa . a 
_* . 





a . 


MUSIC 









Salumeria’s 

Brunch ls As 
Decadent As 
You'd Expect 


By Peter Lawrence Kane 


There’s a pernicious rumor 
that breakfast is the most important 
meal of the day. That’s a lie; it’s brunch. 
Brunch is the Golden Hydrant that saves 
you from a hangover that feels like ev- 
erything is burning down all around you, 
it provides the foundation for more 
day-drinking, and it helps you forget 
that sooner or later, you will have to go 
back to work. 

While Salumeria may not be the flag- 
ship of the Ne Timeas Restaurant Group, 
Thomas McNaughton’s wonderful deli 
and sandwich spot rolled out a brunch 
menu that’s the eggier equivalent of 
Salumeria’s weekday roast beef sand- 
wiches on pretzel rolls. In a word, it’s 
delicious. And it’s fairly slim: three sweet 
things, three larger savory dishes, three 
smaller savory items, and three low-ABV 
cocktails, including the classic mimosa. 

Starting with savory, the fried-chick- 
en-and-egg sandwich ($14) is several 
inches thick, oozes with runny yolks, 
and will make you forget all about all-day 
breakfast at McDonald’s. Meanwhile, the 
crispy fingerling potatoes ($5) and the 
avocado toast ($6) are absolute steals. 
(The latter is fully $3 cheaper than its 
inferior equivalent at Huxley.) A smack 
of malt vinegar and Parmigiano on the 
taters launches them far out of the realm 
of mere home fries, while the avocado 
toast was flecked with enough sesame 
seeds to look like it had rolled around the 
bottom of a sack of bagels. A few bits of 
cilantro and some lime kept it fresh, but 
not overly guacamole-like; it’s its own 
animal. And a skillet of poached eggs 
with braised pork cheeks and polenta 
(plus toast for dipping, $16) is almost 
too much to eat. It’s greasy in exactly the 
right way; feel free to have beer before 
liquor the night before, just as you were 
warned never to do. 


Peter Lawrence Kane 





Apple cider donuts ($6), a menu 
item from the adjacent Central Kitchen, 
arrive rolled in cinnamon sugar, like old- 
timey fritters, while the sticky bun ($5) 
is the only thing that approaches too- 
much territory, given that there are piec- 
es of bacon sitting atop the crumbled 
walnuts. (Lard lads and ladies, yes: it’s 
smoked in-house.) Mercifully, the drinks 
are on the lighter side, particularly the 
Stinson ($10), a sherry-based citrus 
spritzer with quince. If you’re looking to 
splurge a little, there is but once option, 
a $48 carafe of “bubbly wine” plus a 
half-carafe of fresh-squeeze orange juice 
with garden-herb syrup and bitters. 

But let’s not lose sight of how Salume- 
ria — of which there is only one, since 
the Hamm’s Brewery building lobby loca- 
tion is now closed — is a really nice place 
to eat. There’s proper outdoor seating 
but the interior is sufficiently open to the 
elements that it doesn’t really feel like 
you re indoors. Rather, it’s like being in 
the food court to the world’s best mall. 

Salumeria 
3000 20th St., 415-471-2998 or 
salumeriasf.com 


Eating Your Way 
Through the 

Victorian Era at 
the Dickens Fair 


By Ali Wunderman 


Victorian London was a magical 
era, with orphans cementing their pick- 
pocketing skills as Jack the Ripper eviscer- 
ated prostitutes. Despite this, San 
Francisco’s own annual Dickens Fair cele- 
brates all the things that made coal-black- 
ened 1878 a great time to be alive. For five 
weekends leading up to Christmas, the 
Cow Palace in Daly City hosts corseted la- 
dies waltzing with dapper fancy-men in 
top hats, while the Queen and her royal 
guard meander through the streets, saying 
hello to all us commoners. > p34 
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Arinell Pizza 
2119 Shattuck Ave., Berkeley 
(510) 841-4035 


La Note Restaurant 

23/77 Shattuck Ave, Berkeley 
(510) 843-1535 
www.lanoterestaurant.com 


CASTRO 


Dapper Dog Premium Hotdogs 
417 Castro St, San Francisco 
(415) 553-6332 
dapperdog.sf@gmail.com 


COW HOLLOW 


Brazen Head 

3166 Buchanan at Greenwich 
(415) 921-7600 
brazenheadsf.com 


Lasan 

3145 Fillmore St at Greenwich 
San Francisco 

(415) 346-4900 

lasansf.com 


DOGPATCH 


Gilberth’s 
2427 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 913-7163 


Long Bridge Pizza Company 
2347 3rd St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-8999 
longbridgepizza.com 


The New Spot 
632 20th St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-0556 


DOWNTOWN 


Chabaa Thai Cuisine 
420 Geary St, San Francisco 
(415) 346-3121 


Escape From New York Pizza 
333 Bush St, San Francisco 
(415) 421-0700 


John’s Grill 

63 Ellis Street at Powell 
(415) 986-0069 
johnsegrill.com 
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The Original Tommy’s Joynt 
1101 Geary Blvd, San Francisco 
(415) 775-4216 
tommysjoynt.com 


EL GRANADA 


India Beach 

425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
(650) 712-7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


FINANCIAL 


Sears Fine Food 

439 Powell St, San Francisco 
(415) 986-0700 
searsfinefood.com 


Golden Gate Bar & Grill Tap Room 


525 Sutter St #2, San Francisco 
(415) 677-9999 
getaproom.com 


Kirimachi Ramen 

3 Embarcadero Ctr, San Francisco 
(415) 872-9171 

kirimachi.com 


Biscuits & Blues 

401 Mason Street, San Francisco 
(415) 292-2583 
biscuitsandblues.com 


HAIGHT STREET 


Indian Oven 

233 Fillmore St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-1628 
indiaovensf.com 


Danny Coyle’s 
668 Haight St. 
(415) 558-8375 


Escape From New York Pizza 
1737 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 663-5577 


Kate’s Kitchen 

471 Haight St, San Francisco 
(415) 626-3984 
kates-kitchensf.com 


LAUREL HEIGHTS 


Cal Mart 

585 California St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-3516 

calmartnv.com 


Clay Oven Restaurant & Bar 
2417 First St, Livermore 
(925) 443-4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


MARINA DISTRICT 


Luisa’s Pizza & Pasta 
1550 California St, San Francisco 
luisasrestaurantsf.com 


Shalala Ramen 
1737 Buchanan St, 
San Francisco 
(415).7 57-0552 
ramenshalala.com 


Silver Cloud Restaurant & Bar 
1994 Lombard St, San Francisco 
(415) 922-1977 
silvercloudsf.com 


MISSION 


Arinell Pizza 

509 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-1303 

Eiji 

317 Sanchez St, San Francisco 
(415) 558-8149 


Escape From New York Pizza 
3242 22nd Street, San Francisco 
(415) 206-0555 


Haystack Pizza 
3881 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 647-1929 


Mars Bar & Restaurant 
798 Brannan St, San Francisco 
(415) 621-6277 


Napper Tandy 

3200 24th St, San Francisco 
(415) 550-7510 
nappertandysf.com 


Puerto Allegre 

546 Valencia St, San Francisco 
(415) 255-8201 
puertoalegresf.com 


Sixth Course 

1544 15th St, San Francisco 
(415) 829-2461 
sixthcourse.com 
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Taqueria Cancun 
2288 Mission St, San Francisco 
taqueriacancunsf.com 


NOE VALLEY 


Clay Oven Indian Cuisine 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
(415) 826-2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


NORTH BEACH 


North Beach Restaurant 
1512 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 392-1700 


northbeachrestaurant.com 


Mama’s on Washington Square 
1/701 Stockton St, San Francisco 
(415) 362-6421 
mamas-sf.com 


OCEAN BEACH 


Cliff House 

1090 Point Lobos Ave, 
(415) 386-3330 
cliffhouse.com 


POTRERO HILL 


Goat Hill Pizza 

300 Connecticut St, 
(415) 641-1440 
goathill.com 


Ganim’s 
1135 18th St, San Francisco 


(415) 282-9289 
ganims.net 


RICHMOND 


India Clay Oven 

2436 Clement St, San Francisco 
(415) 751-0505 
indiaclayoven.com 


RUSSIAN HILL 


The Buena Vista Cafe 

2/65 Hyde St, San Francisco 
(415) 474-5044 
thebuenavista.com 


DINING YOUT| 


Clay Oven Cuisine of India 
78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


Sky Lounge 

76 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
(650) 342-6623 
skylounge/6.net 


SOMA 


North India 

123 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 348-1234 
northindiasf.com 


Escape From New York Pizza 
715 Harrison St-Soma 
(415) 896-0700 


Goat Hill Pizza 

171 Stillman St, San Francisco 
(415) 974-1303 

goathill.com 


Oasis Grill 

711-B Market St, San Francisco 
(415) 653-0464 

oasisegrill.com 


21st Amendment Brewpub 
563 2nd St, San Francisco 
(415) 369-0900 
21st-amendment.com 


SUNSET 


King of Noodles 
1639 Irving St, San Francisco 
(415) 566-8318 


SF Vegetarian Society 
9 10th Ave, San Francisco 
(415) 273-5481 « sfvs.org 


Other Avenue’s Co-OP 

3930 Judah St, San Francisco 
(415) 661-7475 
otheravenues.coop 


WEST PORTAL 


Clay Oven 


385 West Portal Ave, San Francisco 


(415) 731-2400 
clayovensf.com 


SERVING THE 


FINEST NY STYLE PIZZA 


FOR 25 YEARS! 


BATE’S KITCHEN 


HAPPY HOUR SPECIAL 


Tuers-SaT 5PM-9PM 


0} step teremeye 
Niman Ranch Burger 
or 


Mary’s Fried Chicken 


with a beer on draft 





The Sun’s of Beaches 
Every Fri 7pm-10pm 


471 Haight Street ¢ (415) 626-3984 


| i? kates-kitchensf.com 


$3.99 sit sn 


PLUS TAX “ONLY ON SELECT OPTIONS 


PIZZA SLICE 


PALI | ee ES) ee Pe Ted 
1} 415-345-0600 415-896-0700 415-668-5577 


. The Castro 333 Bush 3242 22nd St. 
rh 415-252-1515 415-421-0700 415-206-0555 
“=e ae 


008 CASTRO SI. - WWW.OZPIZZASF.COM 


OPEN LATE! SUNDAY - WEDNESDAY TIAM - 12:30AM * THURSDAY - SATURDAY TIAM - 2:30AM 


WWW.ESCAPEFROMNEWYORKPIZZA.COM 


Fine Dining - Take Out » We Deliver 


San Francisco’ Best Indian Restaurants « Zagat Rated Since 1987 


Indian Oven 
233 Fillmore @ Haight 
San Francisco 
415.626.1628 
indiaovensf.com 


North India 
123 2nd Street 

San Francisco 
415.348.1234 
northindiasf.com 


India Clay Oven Clay Oven 

Restaurant & Bar 

2436 Clement Street 385 West Portal Ave. 
San Francisco 


San Francisco 
A 050: 415.731.2400 
clayovensf.com 


NOW 


OPEN 
AT 8:00! 


A WORKER-OWNED 
GROCERY COOPERATIVE 


nas Eve and 


: Buy 1 Get Second 1/2 Off! 


DUTatemiameodal bam MUlalaam oleiacoimemel-IhV(-)aYaoy.calelerare 
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Fresh Eats from p32 


You might spy guests dressed like a 
Doctor Who character or in full Raiders 
fan garb, but the carolers and pirates 
singing sea shanties quickly bring your 
attention back to Oliver Twist-era Britain. 
On Black Friday, my family opted out of 
trampling single mothers at Walmart, 
instead buying trinkets at full price. 

Collectively, one of our favorite as- 
pects of the fair is the food, a hearty se- 
lection of authentic recipes and flavors. 
I've outlined my favorites below. 


Cinnamon Crunch Almonds 

Upon entering the Fair, your senses will 
be overwhelmed by a warm, cinnamon-y 
aroma. Before heading to the bar to get 
the alcohol you'll need to party with all 
these history enthusiasts, make sure to 
grab a hot sack of nuts at the cart next to 
the Fezziwig’s dance floor. 


A Hot Drink 

Cider, cocoa, a hot toddy — there’s no 
way to go wrong with the drink selec- 
tions. Insider tip: The bar at the front 
serves coffee, but I recommend heading 
all the way down to the other end of the 
building for the best cup of joe. You won't 
make it far without wanting to shop. 


Fish ‘n’ Chips 

Oh my cod, is this fish good — so good 
that I can’t stop myself from making ter- 
rible puns. England isn’t exactly known 
for delicious food, but apparently they 
were doing something right back in Vic- 
torian times. That, or California has ac- 
cess to some good cod. 


Chocolate 

Full disclosure, Iam not a chocolate fan. 
But Bramosia Fine Chocolates & Candies 
has a white-chocolate-and-lemon truffle 
that makes even this stone heart melt a 
little. My family enjoys their traditional 
chocolate concoctions, and my vegan 
brother-in-law has lots of options to 
choose from here. Don’t go home with- 
out trying one of these beauties. 


Gyros 

We're going to stray from the traditional 
English menu and take a look at the 
Greek food. My 15-year-old brother is a 
gyro aficionado who swears the Acropo- 
lis gyro is the best he’s had outside of 
New York, which is why he makes sure to 
order it during our once-a-year visit to 
the Dickens Fair. 


Maclaren’s Cookies and Milk 
Somehow my family always meanders in 
such a way that this is our last stop, but 
it’s an excellent place to end. True to Vic- 
torian times, children are the primary 
workers at this booth, because if anyone 
knows cookies and milk, it’s kids. Make 
sure you get a gooey, freshly baked choc- 
olate chip cookie with your moo juice. It’s 
not held at the Cow Palace for nothing. 


Dickens Fair 

Through Dec. 20, 10.a.m. - 7 p.m., 
at the Cow Palace, 2600 Geneva 
Ave., Daly City. 800-510-1558 or 
dickensfair.com. 


Since 1974 
<—@ 


> 





Chicken Kabob 


inc. salad & rice 


With coupon. All day long. Expires 1/1/16 


2 Piece 


Fish & Chips 


With coupon. All day long. Expires 1/1/16 
1135 18th St. / San Francisco 


415-282-9289 


+45 Powe tt St/ S25 Sutter St 
415-677-9999 


AN TANGO 


WINNEF 


205 


COLOEM GATE BAR & CHILL 
TAP ROO 
RKéw Quen 


Chee O00 Seon 


SHUF FLESDAAD 
SAEESALL* POO! 
FOOSBALL 
OPER TIONS TO DAR CVERYOAN 


OFF 
DRAFT BEER 
HAPPY ROU 
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=BUGITA 
VISUA 


sAN FRANCISCO 
World Famous 
Original 
"Trish Coffee" 


Mon-Fri 
From 9am 


Sat-Sun 


Breakfast, Lunch, Dinner 
& Cocktails All Day 


2765 HYDE STREET 
(AT BEACH) 


415.474.5044 
thebuenavista.com 


~a PP Cy, 
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| Dryas 


an 
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DECEMBER 12TH 
$15 DOOR COVER 


CELEBRATE YOUR)HOLIDAY 
LANA AU CN UB Ke) 


RESERVE|'THE|BACK’ ROOM 
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The Brazen Head 


Buchanan @ Greenwich / Bar opens at 4pm / Dinner nightly 59m-1am 
Tel: (415) 921-7600 www.brazenheadsf.com 








AVAILABLE 
NOW 


on 


od 


Go-Go BEARREPUBLIC.COM 
##R ACERXDOUBLEIPA 


LETTERS NEWS COVER STORY THECALENDAR ARTS & CULTURE 


Prime Rib Nights 
Every night 


at the Marina’s Best Kept Secret 





WORLD FAMOUS 
SINCE 1938 
77 YEARS OF QUALITY, SERVICE, 
AND SAN FRANCISCO HISTORY! 






NCO) DIT INCERO LON 
$28.95 PRIX FIXE 


DINNER MENU! 
AVAILABLE AFTER 5PM! 


A39 POWELL STREET 


SAN FRANCISCO. CA 94102 


(415 )986-0700 


FINE DINING - TAKE OUT - WE DELIVER 


Bay AREA’S 
BEsT INDIAN RESTAURANTS 


OPEN 
EVERYDAY 
10AM-11PM 


Open on Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day and 
New Year's Eve and 
New Year’s Day. Book your 
holiday parties in advance! 


CLAY OVEN 
CUISINE OF INDIA 


78 E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
650.342.9194 
clayovensanmateo.com 


CLAY OVEN 
INDIAN CUISINE 
1689 Church St, San Francisco 
415.826.2400 
clayovenindiancuisinesf.com 


SKY LOUNGE 
76E. 3rd Ave, San Mateo 
650.342.6623 
skylounge/6.net 


CLAY OVEN 
RESTAURANT & BAR 


2417 First Street, Livermore 
925.443.4100 
clayovenlivermore.com 


INDIA BEACH 
425 Ave Alhambra, El Granada 
650.712.7700 
indiabeachrestaurant.com 


BUY 1 GET SECOND 1/2 OFF! 


DINE IN ONLY. LUNCH BUFFET & DELIVERY EXCLUDED. 
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OPEN TILL1AM 
EVERY DAY! 


—— DINE-IN * TAKE OUT + DELIVERY 





SUNSET 
2123 IRVING ST 
415-753-3347 


UNION SQUARE 
420 GEARY ST 
415-346-3121 


OSs Oa OS OO 


HAPPY HOUR 
—— MASANLETEN = ey PHEZO) 15) rau 


kirimachi 
ramen 


HOME OF TOKYO’S GYOKAI 
TONKOTSU AND TSUKEMEN 


MONDAY - SATURDAY 
10:30 AM - 8:00 PM 
SUNDAY 

4:00 - 8:00 PM 


FRESH NOODLES 
MADE DAILY! 


PARKING VALIDATION 
AVAILABLE! 
(415) 872-9171 


AN FRANCISCO KIRIMACHI.COM 





BOOK YOUR 


Sloliday Pay 


NOW! 


LIVE DJ EVERY 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY BRUNCH 


VOTED BiaslimiAr ry MOU. 


798 BRANNAN STREET 
SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94103 
MARSBARSF.COM | 415-621-6277 
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OPEN DAILY 
3PM-2AM 


HAPPY 
HOUR 
DAILY 
3PM-/PM 


- WELL - 
- DRAFT - 
- WINE - 


3336 24TH ST. 
SAN FRANCISCO 
24THSTREETBAR,.COM 





KINGDOM OF DUMPLING 


= AUTHENTIC CHINESE « DIM SUM == 








Hand Made and Fresh 
Over 20 Kinds of Dim Sum 
Dumplings 
Pot Stickers 
Won Ton 


Pancakes 





TAKE OUT: 2048 Taraval St. 415.665.6617 
DINE IN: 1/13 Taraval St. 415.566.6143 


FALL IN LOVE, HAPPENS, GROWS AND STAYS 
nin ~WWW.kKingofchinesedumpling.com nn: 


KING OF NOODLES 


— Hand-Pulled Everyday — 
1639 Irving St., 415.566.8318 
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PLAYING TAPS IN A FORT 


Bragging Rights 


By Sarah Sung 
According to the California Craft 


Brewers Association, there are more than 
570 breweries operating in California, 
with an additional 240 in the planning 
stages. Nationwide, the statistic grows to 
more than 4,000 breweries as of Septem- 
ber 2015 — or so Joe Seta, marketing 
manager at Fort Bragg’s North Coast 
Brewing Company, claims. Founded in 
1988, NCBC predates the internet and 
the craft beer explosion alike, but it’s 
managed to continue innovating all the 
while. This September saw the release of 
NCBC’s newest beer, Steller IPA. 

In terms of the look and feel of the 
taproom, and the combined history, 
experience, and loyalty of its brew- 
ers, NCBC’s sister brewery might be 
San Francisco’s own Anchor. NCBC 
head brewer Ken Kelley, for instance, 
has been working there for a decade, 
starting as a part-timer on the bottling 
line — a position he had to interview 
with president and master brewer 
Mark Ruedrich to get. As Kelley puts 
it, “You keep learning more and taking 
more responsibility,” which is how he 
rose through the ranks to become head 
brewer two months ago. 

NCBC’s mini-empire now occupies 
three of the four corners of the inter- 
section of Main and Pine streets in Fort 
Bragg, but even that involved some 
switching around. The Taproom was a 
mortuary before becoming a brewpub 
in 1988, and fermentation tanks once 
stood in the spot that’s now a gift 
shop, before the brewery moved across 
the street to the then-spacious, now- 
crammed spot it occupies. 

North Coast doesn’t offer proper 
tours, but since the best part of any 
brewery tour is tasting the beers, it 
fast-forwards to the end. The pub has 
been serving since the beginning, but 
the bar belonged to Acme Brewing Co., 
an operation dating to the 19th cen- 
tury that NCBC acquired in 1996. The 
taproom is cozy, and even on a random 
autumn Monday, people wait for the 
doors to open at 2 p.m. A steady flow 
of regulars files in until the entire place 
— main bar, tables, and banquettes — 
is filled. 

All the beers NCBC makes are served 
on tap, and the best way to kick off a 
visit is with the 14-beer sampler. The 
drinking order (per Kelley) is as follows: 
the petite saison Puck the Beer; 
the farmhouse/saison Le Merle — 
which is part of the Belgian trio with 
PranQster and Brother Thelonious; the 
malty, pilsner-style Scrimshaw; Blue 
Star Wheat Ale; Acme IPA; the 
dry-hopped Steller IPA; a standard 
pour of Red Seal, NCBC’s flagship 
(and first) beer; a cask-conditioned 


Red Seal, drawn from the tap like 

an old English ale; PranQster; the 
Belgian-style Abbey ale Brother The- 
lonious; the light stout Old 38; Old 
Rasputin, the bitterest brew with the 
most hops; and Old Stock Ale, which 
is meant to be an after-dinner beer. 

A trip to Fort Bragg will reward you 
with aged, taproom-exclusive beers like 
North Coast Grand Cru, a Le Mer- 
le-style beer that blends a brew from a 
stainless fermenter with agave nectar, 
and rests in bourbon barrels for three 
to four years. Another taproom exclu- 
sive, the Barrel-Aged Old Raspu- 
tin X is aged for a year in rye barrels. 

However much a draw the beer is, 
North Coast’s taproom has a kitchen 
that churns out beer-inspired dishes 
like the Scrimshaw-battered fish and 
chips and the Brother Thelonious beer 
brittle ice cream. Many of the vegeta- 
bles used in the taproom come from a 
farm the brewery co-owns. As part of 
giving back to the planet, North Coast’s 
spent grain (a byproduct of brewing) 
is delivered to that farm to serve asa 
high-protein, nutrient-dense compost. 

As Seta says, half-kidding, “Maybe, 
if you do it right, drinking more beer 
could help reverse global warming.” 

NCBC’s latest, the Steller IPA, has 
a philanthropic component. A por- 
tion of sales will go to several groups 
supporting marine mammal research. 
(The name Steller, according to Seta, 
comes from Georg Wilhelm Steller, “a 
German-Russian naturalist who lent 
his name to the Steller’s jay and Steller 
sea lion.”) 

And although Fort Bragg is arguably 
better known for its proximity to the 
redwoods and for Glass Beach, North 
Coast Brewing Company has been a 
long supporter of jazz education and 
jazz festivals for nearly a decade. Since 
the 2006 launch of Brother Thelonious, 
the brewery has donated more than $1 
million to benefit the Thelonious Monk 
Institute of Jazz. As another tie-in 
to Brother Thelonious and jazz, they 
opened the Sequoia Room as a jazz 
destination in 2014 with a commit- 
ment to hosting jazz on the weekends. 
Seta brags that “the lighting helps to 
make it the kind of place that Grammy 
Award-winning percussionist John 
Santos called ‘the best jazz club on the 
West Coast.” 

Between that and the beer, North 
Coast’s Sequoia Room has drawn some 
impressive headliners, including the TS 
Monk Sextet (led by the son of Thelo- 
nious Monk), the Monk Institute All- 
Stars, and pianist Helen Monk. Not bad 
for a foggy town of less than 7,500 peo- 
ple three hours north of the Fillmore. 


Feedback@SFWeekly.com 
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A San Francisco tradition Silver Cloud RUA SAAABCCALN CRISES LTTE St 


since 1908 and a favorite Restaurant & Bar 
of celebrities, thes historic : 
restaurant offers great y 
steaks and fresh seafood. y 
4 


a 


John’s Grill was a setting 
in Dashiell Hammett’s, 
The Maltese Falcon. 


Enjoy live jazz nightly 
in the upper level 
dining room, 


WORLD FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMPIGHSHIP 


Zagat Rates John’s Grill - #1 Steakhouse Rts coe 
in Downtown San Francisq@bd- as: % C 
=> sti ¥ ee 


Go 5 = " ry - — 
15 21 3 oO f4 Wid ! Jon Ss Lor i C OFT 


63 El is Str eet between Powell & Stockton 


7 : N | N O System Pavers can beautify your outdoor living space in time for the 
a holidays and at the same time take care of those nasty drainage’ 


woblemns. 4 none oo. Take advantage of our special offer now’ 
1s coming My probiems, all in one go. Take advantage of our specia er now 


~.. YARD hong 15% Discount 
oi a On Any New Project 


Special Interest 
Financing 
for 15 Months! 
é Prevent Pudd feds = ety ot ihe 2 i finders Front 


& Backyards 


CALL (844) 728-3332 
today for your 
FREE CONSULTATION 
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tad 
Boom BOOM 
ROOM 


San Francisco's 
Funkiest Club 


LIVE MUSIC 6 NIGHTS A WEEK 


(open TUE-SUN ‘til 2AM+...& MON with a Fillmore Show) 
“HAPPY HOUR” TUESDAY THRU SUNDAY 
4PM 'til 8PM: 
$4 WELLS /S4 DRAFTS/S2 PBR/S2 OFF ALL LIQUOR 
THURSDAY DEC 3 Freee Show! 


*TOMMY ODETTO 
BAND* 


(All-Star Funked-Up Rock Show) 


FRIDAY DEC 4 & SATURDAY DEC 5 
@INDEPENDENT 


+ 


Feat. 
(CMe aerer- 1) 
CERSEECE LETHE) 


(Drums - Galactic) 


(Keys/Vocals - Neville Bros, 


Dumpstaphunk) 


FRIDAY DEC 4th FREE before 9:00pm 
@ Boom Boom Room - 9pm - 1:15am 


*STEPPIN'* 


(Fillmore Nasty Funk) 
& *DJ K-OS* 


FRIDAY DEC 4th 


** LATENIGHT AFTERPARTY ** 


(1:15AM til 4:30am) 


*WIL BLADES* 


(B3 - Stanton Moore Trio) 
*ROBERT MERCURIO* 
(BASS - GALACTIC) 
*SIMON LOTT* 
(DRUMS - ROBERT WALTER’S 20TH CONGRESS) 
*DAVE SHUL* 
(GUITAR - SPEARHEAD) 
* JOE COHEN* 
(SAX - JAZZ MAFIA) 
SATURDAY DEC 5 $10 ADV 


*NAIVE MELODIES* 


(doin’ *LCD SOUNDSYSTEM* tribute) 
+ MCCLAIN SULLIVAN 
(8pm til 1:15am) 


SATURDAY DEC 5 


** LATENIGHT AFTERPARTY ** 


(1:15AM til 4:30am) 


*RW'S 20TH CONGRESS* 


Feat. Robert Walter 
SUNDAY DEC 6 FREEE PARTY! 


*RETURN OF 
THE CYPHER* 
Freestyle Hip-Hop 


*DJ KEVVY KEV* 
*THE GEMSTONE BAND* 


1601 FILLMORE ST. AT GEARY, SF 
(415) 673-8000 


boomboomroom.com 
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“WHERE'S ISIS WHEN YOU NEED THEM?” 


O&A With Jello Biafra 


The former Dead Kennedys singer-turned-political activist is still making music... and he stillhas strong opinions 


about basically everything. 


By Rae Alexandra 


On Thanksgiving, we’re betting 
you got together with friends and family, 
watched the parade, ate and dranka 
bunch, then slipped into a food coma on 
the couch. Well, we took a break from 
that this year because Jello Biafra decided 
that Thanksgiving was the perfect time 
for a chat with SF Weekly. The former lead 
singer/songwriter for The Dead Kenne- 
dys — who, in recent years, has turned to 
spoken word and political activism — 
spoke with us about everything from ISIS 
and “pulling a Kurt Cobain” to tech-re- 
lated gentrification in San Francisco and 
his upcoming show at Slim’s with his 
band, Guantanamo School of Medicine. 
For someone who once wrote an open let- 
ter of suggestions to President Barack 
Obama and tried to incur a law forcing 
businessmen to wear clown suits, Jello 
was every bit as charismatic, entertaining 
and opinionated as you might expect. 
Here are some highlights from what 
turned into a very long conversation ... 


SF Weekly: You're the last 
person | thought I'd be talking to 
on Thanksgiving... 

Jello Biafra: Well, you've gotta 
kill this day somehow. It’s not every- 
body’s favorite holiday. It’s basically 
Euro-Supremacist Day, when you think 
about it. Someone on a cable comedy 
show said the other night, “Every time 
there’s been a wave of immigrants 
coming into this country, people 
have been worried that they’re going 
to come in and wreck the place and 
destroy the whole thing. And it has 
absolutely never happened — except 
for the ones that showed up and cre- 
ated the holiday that we’re celebrating 


Ped 


now. 


Talking of invasions, as some- 
one who's been in the Bay Area 
since the late 1970s, you've 
already seen one dot-com boom 
and bust... 

... Lusually call it dot-com holocaust 


Do you see any way for the 
city to recover culturally? 

It’s hard to say what’s going to 
happen. It’s a different crop of people 
this time, for one thing. Some of them 
strike me as being meaner, more con- 
servative and more money-grubbing, 
even compared to the first batch. A lot 
of people are running around wish- 
ing they were Gavin Newsom or Ron 


Conway. There’s no idealism involved. 
Hearing people say, “Hey man! Now 
the Summer of Love is a start up!” 
That’s when I wish I had a grenade in 
my back pocket. Where’s ISIS when 
you need them? It has changed the de- 
mographics and the flavor of the city. 


Is there any way out? 

As far as coming back from this, I 
think it’s just going to depend on who 
shows up and votes. Proposition F nev- 
er should’ve lost and the only reason it 
did was because it was an off-year elec- 
tion when the mayor and other high 
officials were all running unopposed, 
so people weren't paying attention and 
didn’t vote. A lot of what turned things 
around the last time was when we got 
a progressive Board of Supervisors. 
They came in and said, “Enough is 
enough.” It’s always possible. I mean, I 
have hope. I wouldn't call it optimism, 
but I do have hope. 


How much of the fabric of the 
city is left at this point? 

I would say quite a bit. I mean, 
there’s still a lot of Mom and Pop Lati- 
no businesses [in the Mission] that 
have been there since before I moved 
here. Not as many as there were, but 
they are still there, and their custom- 
ers are there. 


What is all this doing to 
music? 

A lot of us, myself included, are 
a lot more unaware than we should 
be of other areas of culture and un- 
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Cindy Frey 


derground coolness going on in San 
Francisco, that doesn’t necessarily 
involve white people. There are a lot 
of other things going on that we could 
be dipping into. I’ve had people tell me 
that they’re thinking about moving to 
Vallejo. I mean, what’s next? Concord? 
[hope not! 


What do you find more satis- 
fying on a personal level: spoken 
word or Guantanamo School? 

Well, I’ve been back to rock the 
last couple of years, which I missed 
— it just didn’t happen as quickly as I 
thought because there were so many 
adventures happening. Once the band 
got going, it eats up a lot of the time 
I might have spent putting together 
another spoken word show. It would be 
nice to have both at all times, but I just 
haven't had time. 


What keeps you from getting 
burned out? 

I would say that my sick sense of 
humor is what sustains me in all areas 
of life. Knowing what I do about the 
way our city and the whole world is re- 
ally run, if I didn’t have my sick sense 
of humor, I would’ve pulled a Kurt 
Cobain years ago. 


| once read a review that said: 
“Jello Biafra is a man who's nev- 
er really happy unless he’s plen- 
ty pissed off.” Is that accurate? 
I guess that’s one way of putting 
it! It’s not quite right. Yeah, I enjoy 
ranting and raving and making fun of 


things. I’m sarcastic and I’m cynical 
and, yeah, I enjoy that. More to the 
point, I’m in a unique position where | 
can actually do something with those 
feelings. I’m really grateful that, at my 
age, I can still eke out something of a 
living just from my big mouth and bad 
attitude. It doesn’t hurt that I’m still 
pretty good at making up words and 
music and cool songs, but I’m just glad 
there are some people still around who 
want to listen to me. 


Is there going to be a new 
Guantanamo School of Medicine 
record soon? 

I was hoping I'd have that done by 
now but I’ve fallen behind in my writ- 
ing, which is my own personal problem 
to try and solve next year. Sooner or 
later, I'll get my shit together. I’m one 
of the few people my age who has all 
these fresh ideas — it’s just a matter 
of getting away from all of these things 
yanking at me in my daily life. I really 
need to immerse myself and get every- 
thing written and arranged. 


What can we expect from the 
Slim's show? 

If you've seen us before, you know 
what you're in for. For those who hav- 
en't, it’s in some ways, a heavier, fiercer 
version of Dead Kennedys, but because 
I finally have my own band again, the 
surf and the psyche moves have come 
back in. It’ll mostly be newer GSM 
songs, with a little bit of Dead Kenne- 
dys sprinkled in as well. I’m not a retro 
act, for crying out loud! Even in places 
like Germany, when people are yelling 
for “Too Drunk to Fuck” three songs 
into the show, as soon as they hear the 
new songs, they’re happy. 


Do you find you have a new 
generation coming to see you 
now? 

It depends on the place. The one 
at Slim’s is all ages, which I try to do 
as much as possible because, when I 
started going to punk shows in San 
Francisco, I was 19. Where would I be 
now if I couldn't have gotten in until I 
was 21? It would’ve left me more likely 
to stay in school and get my degree! 


Jello Biafra & The Guantanamo 
School of Medicine 

with Arnocorps, The Fleshies, Death 
Hymn No. 9,and DJ Russell Clash, 

7 p.m., Saturday, Dec. 5, at Slim’s. 
$18-$42.95; www.slimspresents.com 
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“ROCK WITH A TINGE OF MELANCHOLY” 


Could It Be Love? 





Katrin Albert 


Singer and bassist Jennie Vee is on her way to becoming the next Courtney Love. 


By Jessie Schiewe 
It’s Thanksgiving Day and 


singer Jennie Vee could care less. 

“I'm the most anti-holiday person 
ever, says the 32-year-old from Can- 
ada, who headlines Oakland’s Stork 
Club on Friday, Dec. 4. “Ever since I 
was a kid, I’ve not really enjoyed holi- 
days. I can’t wait for them to be over.” 

Vee’s blasé attitude is right in 
line with the punk rock ethos that 
has always guided both her life and 
music. Though she grew up in a “strict 
Catholic household,” Vee became a 
Goth, dyed her hair “every color of 
the rainbow,’ and went vegetarian 
— and later, vegan — at a young age. 
She taught herself how to play guitar 
simply by listening to albums from 
Hole, The Cure, and Jane’s Addiction, 
and to this day, cannot read music. As 
a teenager, she dropped out of high 
school and moved to England because 
that’s where “all [her] favorite bands 
were from.” When she returned to 
Canada in her late teens, she formed 
a rock band called Tuuli and recorded 
a full-length album and EP. Over 
the next few years, through her own 
hustling and hard work, she wrote 
songs for a Comedy Central series 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


and got a handful of tracks used on 
a Canadian cartoon show, as well as 
the hit teen drama television series, 
Degrassi: The Next Generation. 

And then she quit music entirely. 
“It was like a social experiment on 
myself,” says Vee, who left music to 
work in the corporate and fashion 
worlds. But the experiment failed, 
and she quickly sunk into “a very 
deep depression.” Without music in 
her life, Vee became despondent and 
melancholy. “I hit an all-time low,” 
she says. “What’s that old saying: 
‘Forcing a square peg into a round 
hole?’ That’s what it was.” 

Vee eventually left her day job and 
returned to making music in 2013, 
and today, uses the angst and ennui 
she experienced as fodder for her 
lyrics. “It gives me perspective on the 
low point,” she says. “And that’s what 
I pull from when I’m writing: The 
feeling of being so alone, so isolated, 
so disappointed in yourself.” 

She dropped her first EP on 
Bandcamp, the aptly titled Die Alone, 
in October 2013, followed by her first 
full-length album, Spying, in October 
of this year. Though she has a knack 
for producing punky dream-pop 
tracks, there’s a lingering darkness 


to her music that Vee believes helps 
make it more relatable. “I’m not 

just writing about heartbreaks and 
romantic relationships,” she says. 

“A lot of my subject matter is about 
responsibility and accountability and 
your relationship with yourself.” 

In May, Vee took a hiatus from 
songwriting to be Courtney Love’s 
bassist while she was on tour with 
Lana Del Rey. “It was really special 
to me,” says Vee, who used to dream 
of being a member of Hole. The two 
were introduced through mutual 
friends and started hanging out when 
Love was in New York City for the 
play Kansas City Choir Boy. At their 
very first hangout, the pair practiced 
Buddhist chanting, an experience 
that Vee says was “very powerful and 
completely changed my life.” When 
the tour rolled along, adding Vee to 
the band’s roster was a no-brainer. 
“The timing was right,” Vee says, 
“and it was just very natural that she 
would ask me to do it with her.” 


Jennie Vee 


plays with Foxxy Newport, 

time TBA, on Friday, Dec. 4, 

at The Stork Club in Oakland. TBA; 
www.storkcluboakland.com 
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Make-Out Room 
™, 


THURS DEC 3 6PM FREE 


DJ CANDY CRUSH! 


POWER POP, NEW WAVE, POST PUNK, GLAM! 
FOLLOWING AT 9PM FREE 


CHUB-E FREEZ 
w/ DJS SWIFTUMZ & FRESH FITZ! 
OLD SCHOOL HIP-HOP, ALL VINYL, ALL NIGHT! 


PERIOD CORRECT ATTIRE REQUESTED! 


FRI DEC 4 7:30PM $8 
VIRGINIA DARE 
EVONNE GOOLAGONG 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


BOOM! SHAK-A-LAK-A 


FUNK, SOUL, DISCO, WAVE, SYNTH-POP, 
HIP-HOP, GROOVE, INTERNATIONAL 
DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 

+ SPECIAL GUESTS 


3 


DJS SETH SUTTON & DAD JEANS! 


ROCK N’ ROLL, PYSCH, PUNK, ETC 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM 
$5 BEFORE 11PM, $10 AFTER 


EL SUPERRITMO! 
DJ EL KOOL KYLE Y DJ ROGER MAS 
CUMBIA, DANCEHALL, HIP-HOP, 
REGGAETON, SALSA BUENA Y MAS! 


SUN DEC 6 7PM $8 


DAVE WILLOCKS 
VIOLA BOOTH GROUP » BESHKA 


FOLLOWING AT 10PM FREE 
DIMENSION 


w/ Dis JUSTIN & KURT 


TECHNICOLOR SOUNDS: SOFT VINYL SOUL 


MON DEC 7 7:30PM FREE 
MAKE OUT FIRST MONDAYS 
ZZ! 


AZZ! 
ROSS HAMMOND 


BRISTLE 
PLAY THAT THING OR THROW IT AWAY! 


TUES DEC 8 6PM FREE 


DJ TONE ARM 


AMPLIFIED SOUL HAPPY HOURS! 
FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


DEEP & SWEET 60S SOUL & STUFF 
DJ PRIMO & FRIENDS 


WED DEC 9 6PM FREE 
ANCHOR BREWING PRESENTS 
DRINK STEAM W/ LOCAL WOODWORKER 


ALEKSANDRA ZEE! 


SEE HOW SHE BUILDS INTRICATE WOODEN PIECES 
OF ART, INSPIRED BY NATURE AND HER TRAVELS. 
ART SHOW & $1 OFF ANCHOR STEAM TIL 10PM! 


FOLLOWING AT 9:30PM FREE 


BURN DOWN THE DISCO! 


80S DANCE PARTY! 
GROOVE, WAVE, GOTH, SYNTH-POP, HIP-HOP 


DJ 2SHY-SHY & DJ MELT W/U 


3225 22nd ST. @ MISSION SF CA 94110 
415-647-2888 « www.makeoutroom.com 





B Solssoet 


ELBO ROOM 1S LOGATED AT 647 VALENGIA NEAR 17TH 
ADVANGE TICKETS WH. BROWNPAPERTIGKETS.COM 
THURSDAY, DEDENRER'9-9 PM ~ FREE 
FREE:ASSOCIKHON SE PRESENTS 
BERN BABY BERN 
DISCO DANGE:PARTY.FOR:- BERNIE SANDERS 
FEATURING-DJS 
MARATHONEDITS, 


DJ DESPERATE PEDESTRIAN, 


BLASSiG WP Paap HOP 


ATE DS 
SPEGIAL LORD: B: &B LOVE 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER: 5 10-PM.- $10 
SPINNING. 605'Si SOUL 4558 


LueKy, All PAUL 
AND nih OSWALD 


ney 
FREE BERORE ‘9:30 (/ S6°AFTER 


ot Hiss 


with JAKE: COCO ait WATTS 
PLUS NINA ‘STOREY 


THURSDAY; DEGEMBER? 10:9: PM $10 
ONE LEAGUE ENTS® DRUMDEALERMUSIC PRESENT 


LOCAL PRODUGE 3 


ss le 


UP COME 
FRI 12/11-THE: HOP: BIG SANDY. & 
HIS FLYRITE BOYS 
SAT 12/12-TORMENTA TROPICAL 
SUN 12/13 DUB. MISSION: TIPPA IRIE 
TUE 12/15 \DEATH. IN: JUNE 
WED'12/16:BONGO:LOVE 
THU 12/17 DREW MCDOWALL 





THE CALENDAR ARTS &CULTURE EAT MUSIC | DECEMBER3-9,2015 | 39 


= DEPENDENT 


WWW.THEIT NDEPENDENTSF.COM 


fe)! mie) em, 
CINEMA DRAFTOUSE: MOVIE NIGHT AT THE INDY 
TETON GRAVITY RESEARCH PRESENTS 


THE.SAMMY C PROJECT 


TUE, DEC 8 
PARTIALLY SEATED 
CHARLIE HUNTER TRIO 


FEAT. CURTIS FOWLKES & BOBBY PREVITE 
HARRY DUNCAN 


“WED, DEC 
KER & THE FREAKS. 


THE MANTLES 
E OF LIGHT WILDERNESS 


~ SUN, DEC 2 


NIGHT 1: WHITE DRUGS 
CHAYSTIMAS TOUR 


MARIACHI EL BRONX 
THE VERY BE CAREFUL 

_ POUNDED BY THE SURF 
MON, DEC 21 


NIGHT 2: WHITE DRUGS 
CHAYSTMAS TOUR 


THE BRONX 
RETOX, THE DRIPS 


1OTH ANNUAL 
NAT KEEFE 
CONCERT CARNIVAL 


FEAT MEMBERS OF 

HOT BUTTERED RUM 

POOR MAN'S WHISKEY, 
FRONT COUNTRY, AND MORE! 


FRI, DEC 14 
DEATH MAGIC TOUR 2075 
HEALTH 


PICTUREPLANE 
SAT, OBC 12 


MARIBOU STATE (DJ SET) 


NYM, SPACEGHOST 


MON, DEC 14 
KELELA 


SAT, DEC 19 


THU, DEC 31 


NEW YEAR'S EVE — OPEN BAR 
INCLUIDED IN PRICE OF ADMISSION! 
FISHBONE 


MAYER HAWTHORNE 
Sane Miealcicaaiers See ee 


420 DIVISADERO ST. Al MATES. SAM FRANCISCO CRE 
ee oe) Bll ee ee rRIDAT 11am rpm (10 Pe “ SHOW NIGHTS 
415.771.1421 a! wives Zi4 OCNTEAL ADMISSION VEPr LIMITED SEATING 
PAMMNANOLE PARKING OW GALEE SE WEEN Fe L CA) 


TICMETFLY.COM & 877.435.9049 


VENT - APOCOMCERTS an > =e 


= oe 2 Oe Fe 
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SOME THOUGHTS OF A CERTAIN SOUND 


All Synthed Up 


By Chris Zaldua 


Without a doubt, the most im- 
portant and influential record label to 
further electronic music in the U.S. 
during the past decade-plus has been 
New York’s DFA. For many, the label is 
indelibly linked with LCD Soundsystem 
(and rightfully so), but more generally, 
DFA introduced an entire generation of 
new listeners to the wonders of elec- 
tronic music. In fact, lurking beneath the 
label’s semi-ironic dance-punk veneer are 
a slew of artists with serious electronic 
music chops, producing and releasing re- 
cords outside the realm of what one 
might expect from DFA. Take, for exam- 
ple, Gavin Russom, synthesizer aficio- 
nado and occasional LCD Soundsystem 
touring member, whose back catalog in- 
cludes shimmering Krautrock-inspired 
ambient music, psychedelic acid techno, 
and moody synthpop. 

Russom’s early work was produced 
in collaboration with fellow New York- 
er Delia Gonzalez and consists of an 
album of beautiful, swirling ambient 
music (The Days of Mars, definitely an 
outlier in the DFA catalog), as well asa 


OTHER WORTHY PARTIES THIS WEEK 


On&On presents Pan-Pot and Alex Sibley 
at Mighty, 10 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, Dec. 4. 
$20-$25; mighty119.com 

German duo Pan-Pot (whose name, for ref- 
erence, is a clever bit of metonymy involv- 
ing knobs on a DJ mixer or a stereo - “pot” 
is short for “potentiometer,” which rotate, 
or “pan,” as they are turned) have spent 
the last decade producing and DJing re- 
fined Berlin-school minimal techno. The 
Pan-Pot sound is not the reduced, sam- 
ple-centric minimal techno that ruled the 
roost for most of the 2000s. It is clean, 
crisp, and melodic, buoyed by impeccable 
production and frequent appearances by 
guest vocalists. They're part of the ex- 
tended family of Berlin riverside club Wa- 
tergate, and they've released a slew of 
records on Mobilee, a record label primar- 
ily associated with glossy, well-produced 
tech-house. Pan-Pot might not be the most 
innovative stuff around, but that’s OK; 
they're not trying to reinvent the wheel, 
just iterate on it, and they do so quite well. 
Local producer and DJ Alex Sibley handles 
the warm-up. 


HUSHconcerts and SF Funk present 
Giorgio Moroder at 1015 Folsom, 9:30 
p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, Dec. 4. $35; 1015.com. 
Dance music as we know it today just 
wouldn't exist without Giorgio Moroder. A 
tall statement, but it's no exaggeration - 
Moroder is the godfather of disco, which it- 
self is the godfather of techno, house, 
electro, and more. Moroder produced (argu- 
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handful of dancier cuts, like “Relevee,” 
which became a dancefloor sensation 
thanks to an impeccable remix from 
Carl Craig. Later, he released a handful 
of solo records under the name Black 
Meteoric Star and also helmed an 
avant-pop group called The Crystal 
Ark featuring a rotating cast of band 
members. Uniting all of Russom’s 
work, throughout DFA and beyond, is 
his mastery of the synthesizer: Nearly 
all of Russom’s works are built around 
thick, rich, undulating synth tones 
that penetrate and rattle your bones. 
Russom will be performing live with 


ably) the best-known disco track of all time, 
Donna Summer's “| Feel Love,” a song you 
have surely heard dozens or hundreds of 
times before. And guess what? It still 
makes dancefloors go as buck-wild as it did 
upon its release in 1977. In short, he's a leg- 
end, and for good reason. His latest mate- 
rial (he released a comeback album in 
2015), however, is, er, not quite like the old 
Stuff. (It’s essentially bubblegum pop, with 
some soft-disco flavoring and EDM theat- 
rics.) He'll be performing live and will hope- 
fully skew towards the classics. 
Additionally, a slew of local DJs will be spin- 
ning disco all night. 


Go BANG! Turns 7 with Robin Malone 
Simmons and Stanley Frank at The Stud, 
9 p.m.-3 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 5. Free 
before 10 p.m., $10 after; studsf.com. 
These days, everyone knows San Francisco 
is a house music town. However, long be- 
fore that was the case, San Francisco was a 
disco city. SF's disco history is rich and 
deep — think Sylvester, Patrick Cowley, Hi- 
NRG, Trocadero Transfer, The EndUp, and so 
much more - and for seven years now, Go 
BANG! has been celebrating that history. 
Residents Sergio Fedasz and Steve Fabus 
are both true disco-heads. (Fabus, in fact, 
has been DJing disco in SF since the late 
‘70s, and was a resident DJ at Trocadero 
Transfer). They both go well beyond “the 
hits” and focus on the rarities and less- 
er-known cuts (many of which hit harder 
than much modern house and techno, to 


Gavin Russom 





Tina Tyrell 


his array of synths, producing cosmic 
sounds that will move your body 

and elevate your mind, this Friday at 
Monarch. It’s not the usual dancefloor 
fodder, but it will be a proper trip 
nonetheless. Supporting Russom’s 

live set are H.A.T.’s resident DJs Solar, 
C.L.A.W.S., and Its Own Infinite Flow- 
er, who will keep the dancefloor groov- 
ing in outer space. 


Hostile Ambient Takeover 
featuring Gavin Russom 

10 p.m.-3 a.m. Friday, Dec. 4., at 
Monarch. $10-$20; monarchsf.com. 


my mostly-disco-ignorant ears). The audi- 
ence and vibe are inclusive and inviting, 
with a crowd of mixed sexualities and gen- 
ders who are there for the love of disco. 
Special guests Robin Malone Simmons and 
Stanley Frank will help ring in the seven 
year anniversary. 


Push The Feeling presents Peaking 
Lights Acid Test and Al Lover at 
Underground SF, 9 p.m.-2 a.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 5. $5 before 10:30 p.m. w/ RSVP, 
$10 after; undergroundsf.com. 

Readers of the Pitchfork persuasion 
should be very familiar with the name Peak- 
ing Lights. In 2011, husband-and-wife duo 
Peaking Lights released 936, their debut 
album on L.A. weirdo record label Not Not 
Fun. 936 was sleepy, simple, and sweet - a 
psychedelic kaleidoscope of lo-fi indie rock 
and dub-flavored bass textures. The album 
became a smash hit, and rightfully so. 
These days, one half of Peaking Lights 
(Aaron Coyes) has been playing out as 
Peaking Lights Acid Test, an all-electronic 
twist on their oeuvre. As Acid Test, Coyes 
pushes the “rock” elements to the back- 
ground, turns up his synths, and turns 
Peaking Lights into a slow-building Balearic 
disco blowout, recontextualizing their 
sound for the dancefloor. Joining him is lo- 
cal artist Al Lover, who produces dusty, psy- 
chedelic tunes filled with carefully sampled 
breaks and drones. The result is bizarre, but 
great — it's like psych rock for the dance- 
floor. And it works. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


LISTINGS 


Club listings are offered as a free service to 
SF Weekly readers and are subject to space 
restrictions. To have a listing added, email 
(Calendar@sfweekly.com), fax (777-1839), or 
mail (835 Market St., Suite 550, S.F., CA 94103). 
To change an existing listing, call 536-8147. 
Deadline is noon Tuesday for the following 
week's issue. Our Concerts section lists major 
shows and special events. Call individual clubs 
for show details. Except as noted, all phone 
numbers are inthe 415 area code. Listings rotate 
regularly, as space allows. Our complete listings 
of local clubs - searchable by keyword, date, and 
genre - are available online. 


Jonathan Richman 
performs on Sunday, 
Dec. 6, at Great 
American Music Hall. 


CONCERTS 


THURSDAY 12/3 


California Honeydrops: W/ Deva Mahal., 9 
p.m., $20-$25. The New Parish, 579 18th 
St., Oakland, 510-444-7474. 

Hunny: W/ Golden Drugs., 9 p.m., $15. Brick 
& Mortar Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 800-8782. 


FRIDAY 12/4 


Buyepongo: 9 p.m., $12 advance. Brick 
& Mortar Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 800-8782. 

Los Lobos: 9 p.m., $42.50. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
885-0750. 

Merle Haggard: 8 p.m., $30-$120. Para- 
mount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, Oakland, 
510-465-6400. 


SATURDAY 12/5 


Mipso: W/ The Treacherous French., 9 p.m., 
$15 advance, $20. Brick & Mortar Music 
Hall, 1710 Mission, San Francisco, 800- 


8782. 
Oakland Interfaith Gospel Choir 30th An- 


nual Holiday Concert: Hosted by Danny 
Glover, 7-10 p.m., $15-$45, www.oigc.org. 
Paramount Theatre, 2025 Broadway, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


THURSDAY 12/3 


ROCK 


Slim's: 333 Tith St., San Francisco, 255-0333. 
Jay Farrar performs songs of Son Volt's 


“Trace,” w/ Holy Sons, 8 p.m., sold out. 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie’s Lounge: 133 Turk, San Fran- 
cisco, 441-2922. ‘‘Tubesteak Connec->> 


Oakland, 510-465-6400. 

Zappa Plays Zappa: 8 p.m., $32.50-$85. 
Warfield Theatre, 982 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 345-0900. 


SUNDAY 12/6 

The Aimee Mann and Ted Leo Christmas 
Show: W/ Jonathan Couton, Liz Phair, and 
special guests., 8:30 p.m., $45. Bimbo's 
365 Club, 1025 Columbus, San Francisco, 
474-0365. 

Iridium: W/ Shoot The Mariner, and White 
Skies., 9 p.m., $7 advance, $10. Brick 
& Mortar Music Hall, 1710 Mission, San 
Francisco, 800-8782. 

Jonathan Richman: W/ Bunnymilk, 7 p.m., 
$17. Great American Music Hall, 859 
O'Farrell, San Francisco, 885-0750. 


TUESDAY 12/8 


Lights: W/ The Mowgli's, K.Flay, 7 p.m., 
$22.50 advance. The Fillmore, 1805 Geary, 
San Francisco, 346-6000. 

Puscifer: W/ special guest Luchafer, 8 p.m., 
$59.50-$79.50. Fox Theater - Oakland, 


1807 Telegraph, Oakland, 510-548-3010. 
Riptide Annual SFFD Toy Drive featuring 


Red Meat: W/ Pine Box Boys|Nickel Slots, 
8 p.m., $18 advance. Great American 
Music Hall, 859 O'Farrell, San Francisco, 
885-0750. 



















Hl & _ .S9THEe,_ 


FOLLOW THE FILLMORE 
FACEBOOK: /THEFILLMORE 
TWITTER: @FILLMORESF 


1805 GEARY (AT FILLMORE) 
SAN FRANCISCO 
SHOW INFO:415-346-6000 


INSTAGRAM: @THEFILLMORE 


BILL GRAHAM FOUNDATION PRESENTS 
BILL GRAHAM’S 85" BIRTHDAY BASH 


TODD RUNDGREN 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 14 


WOLFMOTHER 


NO) NIDYN GE WYAVAN (Ola 4) 


ON SALE 
FRIDAY 


iyi :S 


DEERHUNTER 


LYV@) NI BY-N aN dA | Bs) 


ROSE’S PAWN SHOP 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 


ON SALE 
FRIDAY 


FRIDAY, DECEMBER 4 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $42.50 


LOS LOBOS 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
DOORS 6/ SHOW 7 $22.50 


LIGHTS & 
THE MOWGLI’S 


K. FLAY 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 16 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $36.50 


BIG HEAD TODD & 
THE MONSTERS 


MIKE DOUGHTY 


JANUARY 18 & 19 
1BIO1O) S/S) 5 (0) NPL) 


TY SEGALL & 
THE MUGGERS 


JANUARY 20 & 21 
1BIO1O) S/Es) 5 (0) ON SERED 


JOSH RITTER & 
THE ROYAL CITY BAND 


ELEPHANT REVIVAL 


DECEMBER I1 & 12 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $32.50 
AN EVENING WITH 


CHRIS ROBINSON 
BROTHERHOOD 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 15 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 $25.00 


GRAVEYARD 


EARTHLESS 


JANUARY 22 & 23 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $27.50 


THE WOOD BROTHERS 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 24 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


THE ADICTS 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 29 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $20.00 


DAN DEACON 


MONDAY, DECEMBER 28 
DOORS 7/ SHOW 8 ¢ $22.50 


DECEMBER 27 SOLD OuT! 


THE MATCHES 


FINISH TICKET 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 15 
DOORS 8/ SHOW 9 « $25.00 


JD McPHERSON 


HONEYHONEY 


= Mg 
CHEAP PETE’S | — To 
frame factory outlet LAGUNITAS, ec) Peps! Cl t | 


Limit 8 tickets per person. All dates, acts and ticket prices are subject to change without notice. All tickets are subject to applicable service charges. *Advance tickets will still 
be available with NO SERVICE CHARGE on Sunday 10:00am to 3:00pm at the Fillmore box office only. Charge by phone at 800-745-3000. Buy tickets at livenation.com. 


ticketmaster.com 
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tion,” w/ DJ Bus Station John, 9 p.m., 
$5:S7. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. ‘My So-Called Night,” ‘90s dance 
party with VJs Jorge Terez & Becky Knox, 
9 p.m., free. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. “Xcess Thursdays,” w/ resident 
DJs Krazy, Becky Knox, and Frisko Eddy, 


9 p.m., free. 


DRINKS * FOOD * MUSIC 
OPEN MIC EVERY MONDAY FREE AT 8 


FRI neh 6:30PM / PM $37 ADV / $47 DOOR 
DELMCCOURY BAND 


sr vs 8PM $20 ADV il $25 DOOR 


IB 
THE EMOTHER HIPS) 


“ | i at a ii 


‘(COUNTING CROWS) 
TUES (2/15 - FRI 2/I8 $42 ADV / $45 DOOR 


HARD WORKING AMERICANS 


‘reat TODD SNIDER, DAVE SCHOOLS 


Piineseneute PANIC), NEAL CASAL 
(CHRIS ROBINSON'S BROTHERHOOD) | PN (13 


THURS 12/31 8PM $75 ADV / $85 DOOR 
THE WEIGHT NYE CELEBRATION 
wit MOONALICE 


Freeien 
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Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. ‘Class of 84," w/ DJs Damon, Steve 
Washington, Dangerous Dan, and guests, 
9 p.m., $8 ($6 before 9:30 p.m.), www. 
facebook.com/pages/Thursday-nights- 
at-Cat-Club/191272240888168. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441- 
5678. “'X0," 10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/ 
PartyXO. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
421-8700. “Trend Thursdays,” 10 p.m., $10. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 
5160. BFF.fm, w/ Drew Smith. Rotating BFF. 
fm DJs spin a variety of tunes including 
indie rock, garage, electronic music, and 
more., 9 p.m., Free, bff.fm. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“H#Homo," 9 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
1999," w/ DJ Mark Andrus., 9 p.m., Free, 
facebook.com/1999sf. 


@) aY=Meo) mm Wal-ml-1ae(-)-38 
X21 {Youd (e) alme) mm Or-] gals lane 
anywhere! 


SITGCLS 


CLOTHING SUPERSTORE 
2366 MISSION ST. (BTWN. 19TH & 20TH) 


415.824.7729 
www. zootsuitstore.com 





Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978- 
9942. “Next Level Thursdays,” 10 p.m., 
free with RSVP. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Bubble,” 10 p.m., free, face- 
book.com/LowerHaightbubble. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512- 


7493. Groove Theory,” w/ DJ Natural & 


Landol, 10 p.m., free. 

Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
621-9294. ‘‘Peaches,” w/ Lady DJs Dee- 
Android, Lady Fingaz, That Girl, Umami, 
Inkfat, and Andre, 10 p.m., free, facebook. 


com/peachesladydjcrew. 


ACOUSTIC 


Bazaar Cafe: 5927 California, San Francisco, 


831-5620. Acoustic Open Mic with Josh 


Beemish, 7 p.m., free. 

The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. cRossRhodes, 8 p.m. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
546-6300. Songwriters in the Round with 
Heather Combs, first Thursday of every 
month, 8 p.m., $8. 

Musicians Union Local 6: 116 Ninth St., San 
Francisco, 575-0777. San Francisco Sing- 


er-Songwriters’ Workshop, hosted by >> 





Ambient, Electronic 


BROTHERTIGER 


Andrew Piccone 


8:30 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 3, at DNA Lounge. $10-$12; www.dnalounge.com 


Brothertiger, a.k.a. John Jagos, has a knack for making shimmery, lush melodies that both wake you up and get you moving. 
The Brooklynite, who credits Brian Eno and M83 as influences, has been making electronic jams for quite some time and has 
10 projects listed on his Bandcamp page. His newest album, Out of Touch, which drops Dec. 4, is a 10-track wonderland of 
synthy-pop and ambient melodies. The album cover art is also pretty awesome, featuring a creepy hand poking out of weeds, 
with all five fingers dipped into murky, black water — a metaphor, perhaps, for being “out of touch?” Like his other cover art, 
green is a central hue, which makes us wonder: Is verde Jagos’ favorite color? Or maybe he’s into color therapy? After all, 
green is a “healing color,” so maybe Jagos is trying to tell us that listening to Brothertiger will cure us of our ailments. Hm- 
mmm. Try it out next time you're sick and get back to us on the results? Jessie Schiewe 
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NETTLES Fes ~ 


THE MILK CARTON KIDS 


GREEK THEATRE 


at UC BERKELEY 


SATURDAY, APRIL 30th 


ON SALE 
san FRIDAY! wit 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT APECONCERTS.COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM 


ANOTHER PLANET ENTERTAINMENT 


WITT PARACA MULLSAP 





FRIDAY. JANNARYT 22 SATNRDAT. JANNART 23" 





FRIDAY, 





TICKETS AVAILAGLE AT THEFOXOAKLAND.COM APECONCERTS.COM AND TICKETMASTER.COM 
; 7 "T " . ; - asap 





AN EVENING WITH 
. JANUARY 
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Robin Yukiko, first Thursday of every 
month, 6:30 p.m., $25 (free for AFM 
members), meetup.com/singersongwrit- 
ersworkshop. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
751-1122. The Shannon Céili Band, first 
Thursday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 642-0474. Honey of the Heart 
(Justin Ancheta & Maren Metke), first 


Thursday of every month, 8 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, first and third Thursday 
of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931- 
3600. Steve Lucky & The Rhumba Bums, 
7:30 p.m. 


The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-866/. Charlie Siebert & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with 
Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 


Barbara Ochoa, 7:30 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Pachamama Restaurant: 1630 Powell, San 
Francisco, 646-0018. Flamenco Fusion 
World Music Cafe, 8 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 


cisco, 440-7414. Latin Breeze, 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Christopher Ford, first Thursday 
of every month, 4 p.m.; Eugene Hug- 
gins, first Thursday of every month, 


9:30 p.m. 


Join Liverpool-based indie / 
rock trio The Wombats at 
Amoeba S.F. for a live set 
and signing of their latest 
album, Glitterbug. 


ON SALE 
] 98 
CD 











Also see The 
Wombats perform 
at Live 105’s 
Club NSSN at 
Mezzanine on 
12/10! r hes 





AMOEBA MUSIC * AMOEBA.COM 


1855 HAIGHT ST. - SAN FRANCISCO - (415) 831-1200 





od 2455 TELEGRAPH AVE. BERKELEY - (510) 549-1125 


UY SP LL-THADE: LPs, Ce, DVOn A MORT! HELMET PRICES Pal IN Cale OR TRANS! 


~ SALEENDS 12/31/15 
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BRIGHT ANTENNA 
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COUNTRY 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; 


Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


The Luggage Store: 1007 Market, San Fran- 
cisco, 255-5971. LSG New Music Series, 8 


p.m., $6-$15 sliding scale, outsound.org. 


ROCKABILLY 


Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. 
Whisky Pills Fiasco, first Thursday of every 


month, 9 p.m. 


FRIDAY 12/4 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. “Manimal,” 9 p.m., free before 
10 p.m. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 621- 
4434. Boy Bar,” 9 p.m., $5, guspresents. 
com. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. “Strangelove,” New Wave, in- 


dustrial, goth, and gloomy ‘80s with>> 


Bimbes 


365 Club® 


1025 COLUMBUS AT CHESTNUT, SAN FRANCISCO 
(415) 474-0365 / WWW.BIMBOS365CLUB.COM 


MONDAY DEC 7 + $45 +214 UP 


THE AIMEE MANN 
AND TED LEO 
HRISTMAS SHOW 


WITH JONATHAN COULTON 
LIZ PHAIR & SPECIAL SuEStS 


Y 
Tew. Ye Years Gve 


A TAINTED LOVE 


PLUS SPECIAL APPEARANCES BY 


Se 
COMPLIMENTARY GLASS OF CHAMPAGNE, 


TRADITIONAL BALLOON DROP. 
COCKTAIL ATTIRE — BLACK TIE OPTIONAL 


FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE AT ALL SHOWS * 2 DRINK MIN. 
GENERAL ADMISSION. LIMITED SEATING. TIA AVAILABLE AT THE CLUB 
MF /LOAM-4PM, # TICKETS ON-LINE: WWW.BIMBOSI650LUB.COM 


BIMEBO'S IS AVAILABLE FOR SPECIAL EVENTS 
AND PRIVATE PARTIES! 415-474-0365 Ext. 18 
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Southern Rap 


YO GOTTI 


9 p.m. Tuesday, Dec. 8, atVenue Oakland. $8; 
www.venueoakland.com 

Most musicians don’t become famous over night (unless, of course, they’re 
Fetty Wap). And while this slow trajectory to fame might suck for the artists, 
it’s a coo for their fans because they have more time to see said artists per- 
form live in intimate, smaller settings before they blow up. This is the case 
with Memphis rapper, Yo Gotti, who’s been in the game since ’96, but still 
plays at cozier locales, as is the case with his upcoming show at Venue Oak- 
land. Fans might know him for his 2013 hit, “Act Right,” but this gravelly 
voiced MC has a lot more to offer than just one hit. With six studio albums 
under his belt (and a new mixtape that dropped last Friday), Yo Gotti has a lot 
going on. The only downside to his upcoming show is that Snootie Wild, who’s 
signed to Yo Gotti’s record label, Cocaine Music Group, won't be there, too. 
#Bummer. Jessie Schiewe 
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The most hassle-free home improvement 
project you'll ever have. You wont have to deal 
with a manufacturer or chase down an installer— 


14,067 other Bay Area homeowners have trusted 
we handle the entire process. We build, install and ‘ 

C 

re 


us, That means we understand the window and patio 
door problems in this area. And our installers are true 
craftsmen who will completely and thoroughly clean 


warrant all our windows and patio doors. up after your upgrade is complete. 


Andersen is the window that every — 
homeowner wants. Were the replacement 

division of Andersen, and our window is 

engineered to save you money on your energy — 
bills and make your home more comfortable. EE 


We won't try to “sell” you on vinyl. Poor-quality 
vinyl windows can discolor, leak and warp in just a 
few years, so we refuse to sell them. Our windows 
Fibrex® composite material is twice as strong as vinyl. 





Must call before January 3rd 
BUY 1 WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR 0O% OFF 
GET 1 WINDOW OR PATIO DOOR o 


DON’T PAY A S$ o Jo) SEitiae 
THING FOR 0 0 0 yf YEAR! 


DOWN PAYMENTS — INTEREST 


Offer available with our Instant Product Rewards. Minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors at time of initial visit. Financing provided by third parties 
and is subject to credit requirements. Interest accrues during the promotional period but all interest is waived if the purchase amounts paid in full within 12 months. 





CERTIFIED Call for your FREE Window and Patio Door Diagnosis 
byAndersen. 


Andersen. hin 1-800-671-0323 


'Cannot be combined with prior purchases, other offers, or coupons. Offer not available in all areas, 40% discount applied by retailer representative at time of contract execution and applies to , 
minimum purchase of 4 or more windows and/or patio doors as part of Instant Rewards Plan which requires purchase during initial visitto qualify. Discount applied to lowest priced window products { 
in purchase. 0% APR and no payments for 12 months available, subject to qualifying credit approval. Not all customers may qualify. Higher rates apply for customer with lower credit ratings. Interest 

accrues but is waived if the purchase amount is paid in full within 12 months. Financing not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Renewal by Andersen retailers are independently owned ‘ 
and operated retailers, and are neither brokers nor lenders. All financing is provided by third-party lenders unaffiliated with Renewal by Andersen retailers, under terms and conditions arranged 
directly between the customer and such lender, which are subject to credit requirements. Renewal by Andersen retailers do not assist with, counsel or negotiate financing, other than providing 
customers an introduction to lenders interested in financing. CA B Lic.# 972702. “Renewal by Andersen” and all other marks where denoted are marks of Andersen Corporation. ©2016 Andersen 
Corporation. All rights reserved. ©2016 Lead Surge LLC. All rights reserved. 





= 
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DJ Tomas Diablo, first Friday of every 
month, 9:30 p.m., $8 ($5 before 10 p.m.), 
strangelovesf.com. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441- 
5678. “'F.1.S.: For the Story,” 10 p.m. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
421-8700. “Flight Fridays,” 10 p.m., $20. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. “Dirty Rotten Dance 


Party,” w/ Kap10 Harris, Shane King, 


S (mele ie = 
y.\ Be) fe) he) eve] o> 
THU DEC 3 

ap | me -) No] Sey By: 
MURDER 
Wimetey-Waiele) =| 

IRON REAGAN, ENTHEOS 
nO >) 


BROTHERTIGER 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


asim?) em) 

BARB WIRE DOLLS 
W/ THE KEGELS, 

MODERN KICKS, 

YEAR OF THE FIST 

TUN) So 
REVEREND HORTON HEAT 
wW/ THE BELLRAYS, 

THE LORDS OF ALTAMONT 
JU} fe) = om = 

THE SHADOWBOXERS 
W/ MATTE JAFFE & 

THE DISTRACTIONS 

ae] ep) Soe =} 

THE FACELESS 

w/ AFTER THE BURIAL, 
RINGS OF SATURN 

{3 oe) S om-) 

RAW FABRICS 

W/ PICTURE ATLANTIC, 
THE GO AHEAD 

To) i 
POINT BREAK LIVE! 
1 OU} le) = ome FJ 

36 CRAZYFISTS 

w/ ALL HAIL THE YETI, 
ANGERHEAD 

og 8) Sep) om F 


FICTION PLANE 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 


{5 oe) = em (=) 
WOLVHAMMER 

W/ ATRIARCH, UNDERLING, 
PEASANT HANDS 

aie P) = O-me f= 
DANGERMAKER 

W/ MEET ME IN ORBIT, 
NRVS LVRS, CITABRIA 
A") = 2 ey 7) re) 

VENOM, INC. 


w/ NECROPHAGIA 
AND SPECIAL GUESTS 


THU JAN 21 


SWMRS & THE AQUADOLLS 
Me) od — 0 PsN et | 8] Sy 
FRI JAN 22 


pNej 4 pee) s7\ fei 
W/ SPECIAL GUESTS 
375 ELEVENTH ST. 


415-626-1409 
ADVANCE TIX @ 
WWW.DNALOUNGE.COM 
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$3 MEZZANINE 


444 JESSIE STREET 


WEDS DEC 9 - 9PM 


BAAUER 

MARCH FOURTH & TRAPEZE 
PINK TALKING FISH ARE DEAD 
PINK TALKING FISH ARE DEAD 
CHET FAKER, DAM FUNK, + 
DIMOND SAINTS 

LUPE FIASCO 

EATS EVERYTHING 
PRINCESS (SF SKETCHFEST) 
JESS GLYNN 

JUNIOR BOYS 


MEZZANINESF.COM | 415.625.8880 | 21+ 





MONARCH 
101 6TH STREET 


LASER NATIVE : 


SACHA ROBOTTI (DiktTyBirD) 


VITAMINDEVO / LT. DAAAN 


HOSTILE AMBIENT TAKEOVER 


GAVIN RUSSOM 


SOIAR / C.LA.WS. / ITS OWN INFINITE FOVVER 


FIERCE ANIMAL RELEASE PARTY: 


MATEO! US DEBUT 


YOU'RE WELCOME PRESENTS 
UP ALL NIGHT & LIAISON HOLIDAY BASH WITH 


THE DRIFTER 


12.09 SMOKED OUT SOUL = 12.12 DUSTY RHINO 
12.11 DJTIR 12.13 UTTLEJOHN 


FOR PRIVATE EVENTS CONTACT 
WAVANN LN BACT LO] NTN Gl ats LO) 


AMAZING HOUR 
TUESDAY-FRIDAY 5:30 - 8:30 


LOUNGE UPSTAIRS - CLUB DOWNSTAIRS. 


MONARCHSF.COM 
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Dragon Smoke performs 
on Friday, Dec. 4, at The 
Independent. 





guests, first Friday of every month, 9 
p.m., $5. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151. 
Pan-Pot, w/ Alex Sibley, and Dem Suckaz., 
10 p.m., $15-$20. 

Oasis: 298 llth St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
“Polyglamorous,” first Friday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $7-$10. 

Origin: 1538 Fillmore, San Francisco, 825- 
0338. “OMGF,” 9:30 p.m. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Club Raven,” Every Friday with DJ Mark 
Andrus. Free before llpm., 9 p.m.-2 a.m., 
$10, 431-1151, info@ravenbarsf.com, www. 
ravenbarsf.com/. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Vittles,” w/ DJ Bulldog Mike, first 
Friday of every month, 8 p.m. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 558- 
8521. Soul Funky,” w/ resident DJ Kevin 
Garcia, first Friday of every month, 7-10 
p.m., free, facebook.com/soulfunkysf. 

Temple: 540 Howard, San Francisco, 978- 


9942. “Future Factory,” 10 p.m., $10-$15. 


HIP-HOP 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 
552-7788. ““Basstown,” w/ DJ Special Lord 
B, first Friday of every month, 10 p.m., $5. 
John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512- 
7493. “Elevate,” w/ DJ Zita, first Friday of 


every month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, 
615-0916. Ivor Collins, 8 p.m. 

The Sports Basement: 610 Old Mason, San 
Francisco, 437-0100. “Breakfast with 
Enzo,” w/ Enzo Garcia, 10 a.m., $7, www. 


enzogarcia.com. 


JAZZ 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
648-1047. The Emergency Ensemble, first 
Friday of every month, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733. Don Prell’s SeaBop Ensemble, 
first Friday of every month, 5:30 p.m., $10 
suggested donation per adult. 

Cliff House: 1090 Point Lobos, San Francisco, 
386-3330. John Kalleen Group, first Friday 
of every month, 7 p.m. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Lavay Smith & Her Skillet Lickin’ 
Soultet, first Friday of every month, 
10 p.m. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Ex- 
perience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 552-6066. Conscious Contact, first 
Friday of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

The Royale: 800 Post, San Francisco, 441- 
4099. Wrapped in Plastic, first Friday of 
every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 616-6916. Black Market Jazz 
Orchestra, 9 p.m., $10. 

Zingari: 501 Post, San Francisco, 885-8850. 


Joyce Grant, 8 p.m., free. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. ‘‘Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


550-8286. ‘Dance Fridays,’ weekly salsa 
& bachata party, 7:30 p.m., facebook.com/ 


DanceSalsaOnFriday. 


BLUES 


LEVYstudio: 19 Heron, San Francisco, /01- 
1300. Friday Night Blues, weekly blues 
dance lessons and DJ party, 8 p.m., $t1- 
$15, sundownblues.com/friday-night- 
blues.html. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Lisa Kindred, first Friday of every 
month, 4 p.m.; Lonnie’s Eggs, first Friday 
of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Tupelo: 1337 Green, San Francisco, 981-9177. 
Jinx Jones & The KingTones, first Friday 


of every month, 9 p.m. 





EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. Swoop Unit, first Friday of every 
month, 6 p.m., $3-$5. 

The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 771-1420. Dragon Smoke, Robert 
Walter's 20th Congress, DJ Kevvy Kev, 
9 p.m., $35. 


SOUL 


Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
885-4074. “Take a Trip: Old Music for 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Dance People,” w/ DJ John Diaz, 10 p.m., 
free, facebook.com/takeatripeveryfriday. 
The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 
550-6994. “Oldies Night,” w/ DJs Primo, 
Daniel, Lost Cat, friends, first Friday of 
every month, 10 p.m., $5, www.facebook. 


com/groups/39432821853. 
SATURDAY 12/5 


ROCK 


Slim's: 333 11th St., San Francisco, 255- 
0333. 2015 Krampus Night w/ Alternative 
Tentacles Records: Jello Biafra & The 
Guantanamo School of Medicene, w/ 
Arnocorps, The Fleshies, Death Hymn No. 


9, DJ Russell Clash, 8 p.m., $18 advance. 


le Vr 
5, at Mighty. 


DANCE 


Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. “Leisure,” w/ DJs Aaron & Omar, 
first Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., 
$8, www.popscene-sf.com. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
626-1409. “Bootie S.F.,"" 9 p.m., $10-$20, 
bootiesf.com. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282- 
3325. “Hard French,” w/ DJs Carnita & 
Brown Amy, first Saturday of every month, 
2 p.m., $7, hardfrench.com. 

The Empire Room: 555 Golden Gate, San 
Francisco. “Empire Ballroom,” 9 p.m., 
$20 before 11 p.m., empireballroomsf.com. 


The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, >> 
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DANCE KARAOKE THURSDAYS 
W/ DJ PURPLE (pe Au) cu 
FRIDAY 12/4 


CLOSED FOR A PRIVATE EVENT 


CLOSED FOR A PRIVATE EVENT 
WEDNESDAY 12/9 


THE COCKTAIL CAMP’S HOLIDAY PARTY 
BENEFITS THE HAMILTON HOUSE s>\ 


MUSIC/COCKTAILS/POOL 


SLATE-SF.COM | RSVP@SLATE-SF.COM | 415.558.852 | 
2925 16TH STREET SAN FRANCISCO CA 94103 
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«big 
a co eR |P@SLATE-SF.COM 
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1Ht CANNABIS INDUSTRY ~ ROLLING STON 


MUSIG (er mapa). GUEST SPEAKERS 
RAC 2) INI PANELISTS 

il ae 7 pave ART MEDIC 
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ED ROSENTHAL 
FENDORS 
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MARTIN LEE 
ANI, iD MARY OTHERS 


“DECEMBER 12TH & 13TH. 2015 


SONOMA COUNTY FAIRGROUNDS, SANTA ROSA, CA 


THE DEFINITIVE CUP 
FR THE FANT HARVEST 


BEATS ANTIQUE COLLIE BUDDZ 


NAHKO AND MEDICINE FOR THE PEOPLE PAPADOSIO PROTOJE 


FORTUNATE TOUTH JOHN BROWN'S BODY THE EXPANDERS MARY ELLIS & WE TRIBE 


HCKETS ON SALE NOW! WWWIKEEMERALDCUPCOM 
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S THURSDAY 12/3 


S SATURDAY 12/5 


The Hot Baked Goods 
peform Sunday, Dec. 
6, at Amnesia. 


> 
i = 


646-0999. “Ibiza Day Club," 2 p.m., ibiz- 
adayclub.com; ‘Rel8,” first Saturday of 
every month, 10 p.m. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703- 
9751. “Bounce!,” 9 p.m., $3. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. “The Prince & Michael 
Experience,” w/ DJ Dave Paul, first Sat- 
urday of every month, 9 p.m., $5, www. 
bombhiphop.com/PvsM.html. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Spitroast,” first Saturday of every 
month, 9 p.m. 

The Stud: 399 Ninth St., San Francisco, 863- 
6623. Go Bang!,” w/ DJs Sergio Fedasz, 
Steve Fabus, Prince Wolf, and guests, first 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $10 (free 
before 10 p.m.), gobangsf.com. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Fran- 
cisco, 864-7386. “Push the Feeling,” 
w/ residents Yr Skull & Kevin Meenan, 
first Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., 


facebook.com/pushthefeeling. 


HIP-HOP 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. “Perfect Saturdays,” w/ DJs 
Beat Thoz & MoMix, 10 p.m. 
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Edinburgh Castle: 950 Geary, San Francisco, 
885-4074. “Candy Rain," first and third 
Saturday of every month, 10 p.m., $3. 

John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512- 
7493. “N.E.W.: Never Ending Weekend,” 
w/ DJ Jerry Ross, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., free before 11 p.m. 

Mighty: 119 Utah, San Francisco, 762-0151. 
DJ Jazzy Jeff, w/ Skratch Bastid, and 
Shortkut., 9 p.m., $15-$30. 

Slate Bar: 2925 16th St., San Francisco, 
558-8521. “Golden Era,” w/ Ren the Vinyl! 
Archaeologist, first Saturday of every 
month, 10 p.m., $5 (free before 11 p.m.), 


trueskool.com. 


ACOUSTIC 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
648-1047. Craig Ventresco and/or Meredith 
Axelrod, Saturdays, 4-6 p.m., free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
751-1122. “Americana Jukebox,” first 
Saturday of every month, 9 p.m., $6-$10, 


shelbyashpresents.net. 


JAZZ 


Bird & Beckett: 653 Chenery, San Francisco, 
586-3733. The Smith Dobson Quartet, first 





Saturday of every month, 7:30 p.m., $10. 
Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Kamikaze Butterfly, 7 p.m. 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 

Francisco, 397-5397. Bill Doc’ Webster 
& Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 
Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 
4:30 p.m. 
Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San 
Francisco, 440-7414. Nora Maki, 6 p.m.; 


The Robert Stewart Experience, 9 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


1015 Folsom: 1015 Folsom, San Francisco, 991- 
1015. “Pura,” 9 p.m., $20, puraclub.com. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. Tango Brunch, 11 a.m., $10 for 
tango lesson (free dance after 1 p.m.). 

Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. “Paris-Dakar African Mix Coupe 
Decale,” 10 p.m., $5. 

Caffe Trieste: 601 Vallejo, San Francisco, 
392-6739. Caffe Trieste Saturday Con- 
cert, 2 p.m. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 647-2888. “El SuperRitmo," w/ DJs 
Roger Mas & El Kool Kyle, 10 p.m., $5-$10. 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-8286. “Club Fuego,” 8 p.m., 
facebook.com/pages/Club-Fuego- 


Space-550/216021538521870. 


BLUES 


Atlas Cafe: 3049 20th St., San Francisco, 
648-1047. Blind Lemon Pledge, first Sat- 
urday of every month, 7 p.m., free. 

Lou's Fish Shack: 300 Jefferson, San Fran- 
cisco, 771-5687. Willie G, 8 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 
989-7666. The Jukes, first Saturday of 
every month, 4 p.m.; Daniel Castro, first 


Saturday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Audium: 1616 Bush, San Francisco, 771-1616. 
Audium 9, 8:30 p.m., $20. 


FUNK 


The Independent: 628 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 771-1420. Dragon Smoke, Robert 
Walter's 20th Congress, DJ Kevvy Kev, 
9 p.m., $35. 


SOUL 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia, San Francisco, 
552-7788. ‘Saturday Night Soul Party,” 
w/ DJs Lucky, Phengren Oswald, and Paul 
Paul, first Saturday of every month, 10 


p.m., $10 ($5 in formal attire). 


SUNDAY 12/6 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. ‘Big Top,” 9 p.m., free. 

The Cellar: 685 Sutter, San Francisco, 441- 
5678. ‘Replay Sundays," 9 p.m., free. 
The Edge: 4149 18th St., San Francisco, 
863-4027. “Kick It!: ‘80s at 8," w/ DJ 

MC2, 8 p.m. 


Elbo Room: 64/7 Valencia, San Francisco, 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


552-7788. “Dub Mission,” Sunday night 
excursions into the echo-drenched outer 
realms of dub with resident DJ Sep and 
guests, 9 p.m., $6 (free before 9:30 p.m.), 
dubmissionsf.com. 

The EndUp: 401 Sixth St., San Francisco, 
646-0999. ‘Sundaze,''1p.m., free before 
3 p.m; ‘“BoomBox," first Sunday of every 
month, 8 p.m. 


F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 


‘ett .cowm 


HUSH CONCERTS, 
& tors PRESET 


GIORGIO MOR 


EVERY 
SATURDAY 


PURACLUEB.COM 


“Stamina,” w/ DJs Lukeino, Jamal, and 


guests, 10 p.m., free, staminasundays. 


com. 


The Knockout: 3223 Mission, San Francisco, 


550-6994. “Sweater Funk,’ 10 p.m., free, 


facebook.com/sweaterfunk. 


Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 
703-9751. “Jock,” Sundays, 3-8 p.m., $2. 


MatrixFillmore: 3138 Fillmore, San Francisco, 


563-4180. “Bounce,” 10 p.m., facebook. 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


t+ UNE 


1) DE }. 


com/BounceSundays. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Gigante,” 8 p.m., free. 

S.F. Eagle: 398 12th St., San Francisco, 626- 
0880. “Time Machine,” w/ DJ Rotten 
Robbie, first Sunday of every month, 6 
p.m., $5 after 7 p.m. 


HIP-HOP 


Boom Boom Room: 1601 Fillmore, San Fran- 


cisco, 673-8000. “Return of the Cypher,” 


PUBI.I 


SAT * 12/5 


9:30 p.m., free. 

Double Dutch: 3192 16th St., San Francisco, 
503-1670. “Select Sundays,” w/ DJs 
Landol & Natural, 10 p.m. 

EI Rio: 3158 Mission, San Francisco, 282- 
3325. “Swagger Like Us," w/ resident DJs 
davO & boy_friend, first Sunday of every 


month, 2 p.m., Swaggersf.com. 


ACOUSTIC 


The Chieftain: 198 Fifth St., San Francisco, >> 


CWORICGS 


Fy DISTRIKT 
HOLIDAZE 


FEATURING 


CAMEA ° HOJ 


ON & ON X PUBLIC WORKS PRESENT 


BEDOUIN &«, 
GOLDCAP 


SAT ¢ 12/ 19 


Re 


NEW YEARS EVE 2016 


THU ¢ 12/31 


SU 
te} =i] 8 - 


DISCO use 


PLUS 


aN LS 


THURSDAY © 12/10 
SPEECHLESS: TECH IMPROV 


SATURDAY © 12/26 
THAT BIG 80s PARTY with DJ DAVE PAUL 


TUESDAY © 12/29 
NPR’S THE MOTH: STORY SLAM 


FRIDAY 1/1 
BRASS TAX: SUPPER OF SURVIVORS 


161 ERIE ST. SF, CA * MORE INFO @ PUBLICSF.COM 
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615-0916. Traditional Irish Session, 6 p.m. 
The Lucky Horseshoe: 453 Cortland, San 
Francisco. Bernal Mountain Bluegrass 
Jam, 4 p.m., free. 
Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 


751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- a 
The Alabama Bowties 
perform on Monday, 
Dec. 7, at Amnesia. 
ee X ¢-s 


0012. The Hot Baked Goods, first Sunday 





of every month, 6 p.m., free; Kally Price 


98 
aL 


At the core of their latest conceptual 
album Kannon, the composition centers 
around the dynamic and intense 

guitar & bass interplay of SUNN 0)))’s 
founders: Stephen O’Malley & Greg 
Anderson. LP: $17.98 Out 12/4! 


LAS BAYGAS 


AJAX, TURNSTYLZ, LORENZO 


HUBBA HUBBA 


REVUE 
KINGFISH 


Aaa 4 


SSL US OURAN ; 


Old Blues & Jazz Band, first Sunday of 
every month, 9 p.m., $7-$10. 

Doc's Lab: 124 Columbus, San Francisco, 
649-6191. Electric Squeezebox Orchestra, 
6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Bill “Doc” Webster 
& Jazz Nostalgia, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 


cisco, 241-0202. Sunday Sessions, 10 


PATS | lane 
Siz LaAeaS 
Wwe Veocsl! 


MULLS, LEU He 


ARCA 98 
Mutant l25 


The 2nd album from the Venezuelan 
producer (Kanye West, Bjork) contains 
themes that have animated Arca’s 
work — tension, polarities, playfulness, 
eroticism, mutability — which have 
been refracted into newer, more 
nuanced shades. 


LIVE SHOWS CALENDAR 


sun. * Dec. 6th » 20m - MAYVA & THE REVOLUTIONARY 
HELL YEAH! 


—* 


VINYL, CDS, DVDS, BLU-RAYS, MUSIC BOOKS, ~~~. 


MYSTERIOUSD DAMN GINA! 
TRIPP - FAROFF J FOX & KOOL KARLO ae a 


SATURDAY DECEMBER 5 = 
DNA 


Bee le = 
DECEMBER 3-9, 2015 


375 ELEVENTH STREET @ HARRISON, SF: 71+ wi 1D 
9PM -AFTERHOURS - ‘ BOOTESFCOM 
$15 ADVANCE TIX @ ONALOUNGE COM 
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WE BUY LARGE COLLECTIONS, 
- WILL PICK-UP! 
(CALL FOR DETAILS) 


ae & VIDEO GAMES - HIGHEST PRICES PAID! 


es 


ae 
Seb 


1855 HAIGHT STREET » SAN FRANCISCO « (415) 831-1200 
9055 TELEGRAPH AVENUE « BERKELEY « (510) 549-1125 


BUY-SELL-TRADE: DVDS, CDS, LPS, VIDEO GAMES & MORE! HIGHEST PRICES PAID IN CASH OR TRADE! 
PARKING IS EASY! KEZAR STADIUM LOT IN S.F. (WE VALIDATE) & SATHER GATE GARAGE IN BERKELEY (1ST HOUR FREE!) 


ALWAYS FREE SHIPPING ON MUSIC & MOVIES ON AMOEBA.COM! 





p.m., free. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-8667. Lavay Smith & Chris 
Siebert, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with 
Eric Tillman, Danny Castro, and Nick 


Fishman, 7 p.m., $5. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 
826-9287. ‘Brazil & Beyond,” 7 p.m., free. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 
872-5160. “Spill the Wine,” w/ DJs Vinnie 
Esparza, Guillermo, and Slopoke, first 
Sunday of every month, 5 p.m., free, www. 
popssf.com/. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 642-0474. The Balkan Evening, 
8:30 p.m. 

Thirsty Bear Brewing Company: 661 Howard, 
San Francisco, 974-0905. The Flamenco 
Room, 7:30 & 8:30 p.m. 


BLUES 


Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
552-6949. The Luxomatics, 6 p.m., free, 
facebook.com/TheLuxomatics. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. Blues Power, 4 p.m.; P.A. Slim, first 
Sunday of every month, 9:30 p.m. 

Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. Bohemian Knuckleboogie, 
8:30 p.m., free. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 
Sunday Blues Jam with Ed Ivey, 9 p.m., 


free, facebook.com/swigjam. 


COUNTRY 


The Riptide: 3639 Taraval, San Francisco, 
759-7263. Hillbilly Hootenanny West 
Side Revue, first Sunday of every month, 
7:30 p.m., free, https://www.facebook. 


com/pages/The-Hootenanny-West-Side- 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


Revue-First-Sundays/341248372565054. 
Space 550: 550 Barneveld, San Francisco, 
550-8286. Sundance Saloon, Gay-friendly 
country dancing, Thursdays, 6:30 p.m.; 


Sundays, 5 p.m., $5, sundancesaloon.org. 


MONDAY 12/7 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. “Opulence,” 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 lith St., San Francisco, 
626-1409. “Death Guild,” 18+ dance party 
with DJs Decay, Joe Radio, Melting Girl, 
& guests, 9:30 p.m., $3-$5, www.death- 
guild.com. 

Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. ““M.0.M. (Motown on 
Mondays),” w/ DJ Gordo Cabeza & Timoteo 
Gigante, 8 p.m., free, www.motownon- 
mondays.com. 

Oasis: 298 Tith St., San Francisco, 985-4442. 
“Beat It!: An ‘80s Night,” 8 p.m., free. 
Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Sissy Bar,’ w/ resident DJs 
Bubbles & Christina, first and third Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free, facebook. 


com/SissyBarSF. 


ACOUSTIC 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, 970- 
0012. The Alabama Bowties, first Monday 
of every month, 9 p.m., free. 

Fiddler's Green: 1333 Columbus, San Fran- 
cisco, 441-9758. Terry Savastano, 9:30 
p.m., free/donation, www.terrysavastano. 
com. 

Hotel Utah: 500 Fourth St., San Francisco, 
546-6300. Open Mic with Brendan Getzell, 
8 p.m., free. 

Osteria: 3277 Sacramento, San Francisco, 
771-5030. “Acoustic Bistro,” 7 p.m., free, 
www.kcturnerpresents.com. 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 


SFWEEKLY.COM 


_— 
— 


Jenna Riot plays 
on Tuesday, Dec. 
8, at Q Bar. 


Shee Sarkside 
FULL BAR 7 DAYS + Happy Hour M-F 12-7pm 
N MON-SAT AT NOON 


OPE 
KITCHEN OPEN DAILY - SUNDAY BRUNCH (11AM-3PM) 
FRIDAY, 12/04 9PM $10/$12 





eooeoeeo eee ee eee ere eee eee eee eee eee ewer eeeee ee eeeoe 


eoecee woe eee eee eee eee ee ee eee eee eee eee eee eee eeeoe 


WEDNESDAY, 12/09 - 8PM - $17 


SATURDAY, 12/12 - 9PM - $15 


Ce) 


SUNDAY, 12/13 - 4PM « FREE 


Ce ee) 


UPCOMING SHOWS 


theeparkside.com 





1600 17th Street + 415-252-1330 
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PRESERVING THE BLUES SINCE 199% 


TERRIE ODABI 


1S 4 OS - SD 


SELWYN BIRCHWOOD 


PWiDAY OCT 4TW 
LAT Le. OE. SThe« 7 


r.300m 4&4 OM: 524 


OPM 6 COM - Sia 


BEX MARSHALL BAND 


SUNDAY DGC STM+ 7m £ Om: SH 


KIM WILSON'S 


ALL STAR BLUES BAND 


Wil Li * opm & 9 30Dlm . £50 


BAY CITY BLUES Wy CHRIS CAIN 

NORTH BE4CH 88455 BAN 
RI MIBOHO 
| CARE RAB 

_ JOHN CLIFTON BLUES BAND 


BOX OFFICE: 401 MASON. ST 


(415).292.2583 


AND®=. -5.COM 
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7666. Peter Lindman, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San Fran- 
cisco, 397-5397. Eugene Pliner Quartet 
with Tod Dickow, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931- 


3600. Le Jazz Hot, 7 p.m., free. 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VISIE: 


PUNCHLINECOMEDYCLUB.COM 


PUNCH 


san aa cisee 


vay 178 


HOLIDAY HEATHENS 


WT? CTH LORE, ES UE VALET ee 


THURSDAY 12/3 - SATURDAY 12/5 


KYLE KINANE 


FROM CONAN AND DRUNK HISPORT! 


Wutiey 12% 


TONY CAMIN 


PROM COMA AND SIVMEL) 


WEDWESDAY 12/9 - SAPURDAY 12/12 


MOSHE KASHER 


FROM (DWIGHT AND ZOOUANDER 7! 


MONDE! 12/78 - TUES 17/75 
DEAN DELRAY 


HOOM WF 6 TNt JOE PDGAN LPR t PODCASTS) 


WEST? 13/9) 


i, mmm SMARTEST MAN IN THE WORLD 


LIVE PODCAST WITH HOST GREG PROORY 


WEDMESDAY 12/ 16 - SATURDAY 12/ 19 


NICK YOUSSEF 


FROM LAST CALL Wi) CARSON DALY! 


TOURS DME 12/9) SAD 1/2 


GREG PROOPS 


iW TEARS ceri hel 


FOR OUR COMPLETE 
SCHEDULE VIMT: 


COBBSCOMEDY.COM 


SUNDAY 12/6 
THE FUNNY DROP 
OSE TERE AWA IVERSART SHON) 
MONDAY 12/7 - TUESDAY 128 


AUSTRALIA'S THUNDER FROM DOWN UNDER aim FFD Ct SE SHINEE FROM. PTE &. JA AND INSIDE AWM SCHUMER 
PREPARE 9D GE TMUSDE RS ICE) 


THURSDAY 12/10 FRIDAY FRIDAY 12/11 - SUNDAY 12/13 [A] Tt SUNDAY 12/13 
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Sheba Piano Lounge: 1419 Fillmore, San Fran- 
cisco, 440-7414. City Jazz Instrumental 


Jam Session, 8 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL 


Neck of the Woods: 406 Clement, San Fran- 
cisco, 387-6343. SalsaCrazy Dance Night, 
w/ lessons by Evan Margolin, 7 p.m., $60/ 


four weeks, www.dancesf.com. 


REGGAE 


Skylark Bar: 3089 16th St., San Francisco, 
621-9294. “Skylarking,” w/ I& Vibration, 


10 p.m., free, facebook.com/ivibesound. 


BLUES 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. “Bad to the Bone,” blues night 
with Tom Mounsey & guests, Mondays, 
7-10 p.m., free. 

Elite Cafe: 2049 Fillmore, San Francisco, 
673-5483. “Fried Chicken & Blues,” 6 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
7666. The Bachelors, 9:30 p.m. 


TUESDAY 12/8 


DANCE 


Aunt Charlie's Lounge: 133 Turk, San Fran- 
cisco, 441-2922. “High Fantasy,” w/ DJ 
Myles Cooper, drag performances, more, 
10 p.m., $5, facebook.com/highfantasy. 

Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. ‘Cock Shot," 9 p.m., free. 

DNA Lounge: 375 11th St., San Francisco, 
626-1409. “Sequence,” 18+ dance party, 
9 p.m., $7-$10, sequence-sf.com. 

Harlot: 46 Minna, San Francisco, 777-1077. 
“Tutu Tuesday,” w/ resident DJ Atish, sec- 
ond Tuesday of every month, 9 p.m., $10 
($2 in atutu before 11 p.m.), facebook.com/ 
pages/Tutu-Tuesday/110253389062224. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 


421-8700. “Startup Tuesdays,” 10 p.m., 


free with RSVP. 

Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 284- 
9774. “Soundpieces,” 10 p.m., facebook. 
com/soundpieces. 

Q Bar: 456 Castro, San Francisco, 864-2877. 
“Switch,” w/ DJs Jenna Riot & Andre, 9 
p.m., free before 10 p.m., facebook.com/ 
switch.sf. 

Swig: 571 Geary, San Francisco, 931-7292. 
‘‘BoomSwing Tuesdays,” w/ DJ Tyler Ryan, 
9 p.m., free, mixcloud.com/DJTR. 

Underground SF: 424 Haight, San Francisco, 
864-7386. “Shelter,” 10 p.m., free, www. 


facebook.com/shelter.sf. 


HIP-HOP 


Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Phat Tuesday,” w/ DJs Scotty Fox & 


Clinton Lee, 8 p.m., free. 


ACOUSTIC 


Madrone Art Bar: 500 Divisadero, San Fran- 
cisco, 241-0202. The Crow Eaters, 7 p.m., 
free. 

Plough & Stars: 116 Clement, San Francisco, 
751-1122. Seisiun, 9 p.m. 

The Rite Spot Cafe: 2099 Folsom, San Fran- 
cisco, 552-6066. Craig Ventresco & Mer- 
edith Axelrod, second Tuesday of every 


month, 8:30 p.m., free. 


JAZZ 


Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley’s Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 
552-6949. Smith Dobson, 10 p.m., free. 
Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Clifford Lamb, Mel 

Butts, and Friends, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931- 
3600. Lavay Smith & Her Red Hot Skillet 
Lickers, 7 p.m. 


Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
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cisco, 642-0474. West Side Jazz Club, 
4:30 p.m. 

Verdi Club: 2424 Mariposa, San Francisco, 
861-5048. “Tuesday Night Jump,” w/ 
Stompy Jones, 9 p.m., $12-$15, tuesday- 
nightjump.com. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Fran- 
cisco, 525-3485. Hot Club Pacific, 7:30 


p.m. 
INTERNATIONAL 


Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. ‘Noche Tropical,’ Tuesdays, 
7-10 p.m., free. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Underground Nomads,” w/ rotating 
resident DJs Amar, Sep, and Dulce Vita, 
plus guests, 9 p.m., $5 (free before 9:30 
p.m.), undergroundnomads.com. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 671-8081. “Echale Mas 
Salsa,” 8 p.m., free ($10 with salsa les- 
sons), playasf.com. 

Pop's Bar: 2800 24th St., San Francisco, 872- 
5160. “Tropicana Tuesdays,” w/ rotating 
DJs The Whooligan, El Kool Kyle, Mr. Lucky, 
J-Boogie, Ras Rican, and Stepwise, 9 p.m., 


facebook.com/TropicanaNight. 


REGGAE 


Milk Bar: 1840 Haight, San Francisco, 387- 
6455. “Bless Up,” w/ Jah Warrior Shelter 


Hi-Fi, 10 p.m., $5, jahwarriorshelter.net. 


BLUES 


The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 989- 
1666. G.G. Amos Duo, 4 p.m. 

Wine Kitchen: 507 Divisadero St., San Fran- 
cisco, 525-3485. “Delta Blues Dinner 
Party,’ w/ Bill Phillippe, second and fourth 
Tuesday of every month, 7:30 p.m. 


SOUL 


Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 647-2888. “Slow Jams,” w/ DJ 
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Primo & friends, 9:30 p.m., free, 647-2888. 


WEDNESDAY 12/9 


DANCE 


Beaux: 2344 Market, San Francisco, 863- 
4027. ‘Pussy Party,” w/ Sasha, Ms. Jack- 
son, and guests, 9 p.m., free, facebook. 
com/pssypartysf. 

Cat Club: 1190 Folsom, San Francisco, 703- 
8964. “Bondage-A-Go-Go," w/ DJ Damon, 
Tomas Diablo, guests, 9:30 p.m., $7-$10, 
facebook.com/bondageagogoSF. 

City Nights: 715 Harrison, San Francisco, 
339-8686. “EPR,” 18+ dance party, 9 p.m., 
$10-$20, eprlife.com. 

F8: 1192 Folsom, San Francisco, 857-1192. 
“Housepitality,” 9 p.m., $5-$10, www. 
housepitalitysf.com. 

Infusion Lounge: 124 Ellis, San Francisco, 
421-8700. “Spotlight Wednesdays,” 10 
p.m., $10. 

Lookout: 3600 16th St., San Francisco, 703- 
9751. ““What?,”’ 7 p.m., free. 

Raven: 1151 Folsom, San Francisco, 431-1151. 
“Wayback Wednesday,” w/ DJ Mark An- 
drus, 8 p.m., free. 

Wish: 1539 Folsom, San Francisco, 278-9474. 


“EQ Wednesdays,’ 10 p.m., free. 


HIP-HOP 


John Colins: 138 Minna, San Francisco, 512- 


7493. “Mixtape Wednesdays,” 10 p.m., $5. 


ACOUSTIC 


Elbo Room: 647 Valencia St., San Francisco, 
552-7788. Corey Gray w/ Jake Coco, and 
Tay Watts, and Nina Storey, 9 p.m., $10. 

Revolution Cafe: 3248 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 642-0474. Americano Social Club, 
second Wednesday of every month, 9 p.m. 

The Saloon: 1232 Grant, San Francisco, 
989-7666. Zach Brough & Friends, 4 p.m. 


JAZZ 


Amnesia: 853 Valencia, San Francisco, >> 


+ 


Sizzling Sundays 
Free Admission 6-8pm 
30% Longer Dances 


llionaire Mondays 
24.1 Bikini Dances 


Hump Day Wednesdays 


3 for $100 Nude Dances 


20's Thursdays 


1/2 Price Half Hour Dances 


952 Broadway ° 415.788.6765 


WAAL Cr Tatil -7 4. +) eee 


Open 6pm-2am 
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Corey Gray performs 
on Wednesday, Dec. 9, 
at Elbo Room. 


970-0012. Gaucho, Eric Garland’s Jazz 
Session, The Amnesiacs, 7 p.m., free. 

Balancoire: 2565 Mission, San Francisco, 
920-0577. “Cat's Corner,” 9 p.m., $10. 

Burritt Room: 417 Stockton, San Francisco, 
400-0555. Terry Disley's Rocking Jazz 
Trio, 6 p.m., free. 

Club Deluxe: 1511 Haight, San Francisco, 552- 
6949. Patrick Wolff, 10 p.m., free. 

Jazz Bistro at Les Joulins: 44 Ellis, San 
Francisco, 397-5397. Charles Unger Ex- 
perience, 7:30 p.m., free. 

Le Colonial: 20 Cosmo, San Francisco, 931- 
3600. The Cosmo Alleycats featuring Ms. 
Emily Wade Adams, 7 p.m., free. 

Savanna Jazz Club: 2937 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 285-3369. Savanna Jazz Jam with 
Eric Tillman, 7 p.m., $5. 

Top of the Mark: One Nob Hill, 999 California, 
San Francisco, 616-6916. Ricardo Scales, 


Wednesdays, 6:30-11:30 p.m., $5. 
INTERNATIONAL 


Bissap Baobab: 3372 19th St., San Francisco, 


826-9287. “Baobab!,”’ timba dance party 
with DJ WaltDigz, 10 p.m., $5. 

The Cafe: 2369 Market, San Francisco, 
621-4434. “Latin Lounge,” Wednesdays, 
5-10 p.m. 

Fort One Bar & Lounge: 2801 Leavenworth, 
San Francisco, 671-8081. ‘“‘Bachatalicious,” 
7 p.m., $5-$10, playasf.com. 

Make-Out Room: 3225 22nd St., San Fran- 
cisco, 647-2888. ‘‘Frigo-International 
Discotheque," w/ DJs 2shy-shy & Melt 
w/U, second Wednesday of every month, 


9:30 p.m., free. 


SOUL 


Monarch: 101 Sixth St., San Francisco, 284- 
9774. “Smoked Out Soul,” w/ Zebuel & 
guests, fourth and second Wednesday 
of every month, 9 p.m., facebook.com/ 
smokedoutsoul. 

The Royal Cuckoo: 3202 Mission, San Fran- 
cisco, 550-866/. Freddie Hughes & Chris 
Burns, Every other Wednesday, 7:30 


p.m., free. 
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THE SISTER ACT 


By Dan Savage 


I'ma straight female in my mid 20s. I've been 
dating a wonderful guy for two years—but I recently 
found something that has put me on edge. Before we 
met, he was in a relationship with a terrible, alcoholic, 
and mentally unstable woman. They got pregnant early 
in the relationship and stayed together for about five 
years. We met a year after they broke up. I felt like I'd 
come to terms with the ugliness of his past, with his 
trying to stay in a bad relationship for the sake of his 
child and the rest of it. But recently, thanks to the vast- 
ness of the internet, I came across a suggestive photo of 
my boyfriend with his ex’s sister. I asked him about it, 
and he admitted to sleeping with her while he was with 
his ex. He says it was during a particularly bad period, 
he was very drunk, she made the first move, etc., but 
I'm just so grossed out. Cheating is one thing, but fuck- 
ing your girlfriend's sister? And it's not like this was a 
19-year-old’s mistake; he was near 30 and the father of 
a child. He also fudged a little about whether it was just 
one time or a few times. I feel like now Im questioning 
his integrity. This is something that I wouldn't have 
thought him capable of doing. What do I do? 

All Twisted Up 


What do you do? You ask yourself if you believe 
your boyfriend when he says fucking his then-girl- 
friend’s sister was a mistake, ATU, one he deeply 
regrets, and one he never intends to repeat. If you 
can’t be romantically involved with someone ca- 
pable of doing such a terrible sister-fucking thing, 
the question is a rhetorical one. You'll have to end 
the relationship regardless of the answer. But if 
you could stay with someone capable of doing such 
a terrible sister-fucking thing, and if you believe 
your boyfriend when he says it was a mistake, one 
he regrets, and won't happen again, then you stay 
in the relationship. 

And when your find yourself feeling squicked 
out by the knowledge that your boyfriend fucked 
around on his previous girlfriend with her own 
sister, you remind yourself that good and decent 
people sometimes do shitty, indecent, sister-fuck- 
ing-ish things—and then you pause to consider 
all the shitty and/or indecent things you've done 
in your life, ATU, some, most, or all of which your 
boyfriend presumably remains blissfully unaware. 

It’s too bad that suggestive/incriminating 
photo is rattling around out there in the vastness 
of the internet, ATU, but I’m curious about how 
exactly you “came across” it in the first place. If you 
went looking for dirt—if you were snooping—you 
found it. Congrats. I’m not against snooping in 
all instances. People often find out shit they had 
both a right and an urgent need to know: the BF/ 
GF/NBF*/fiancé/spouse is cheating in a way that 
puts you at risk, they’re running up ruinous debts, 
they’re hiding a secret second family, they’re 
attending Donald Trump rallies, etc. But just as 
often, we find out shit we didn’t need to know— 
something in the BF/GF/NBF’s past, something 
they regret, something they'll never do again (do 
you even have a sister?)—and can never unknow. 

You learned that your boyfriend did something 
pretty fucked up. Whether you decide to stay or go, 
ATU, remember that you snoop at your own risk— 
sorry, remember that you explore “the vastness of 
the internet” at your own risk. 


I'm a 37-year-old straight male in a relationship 
with a slightly older woman. I have a GGG girlfriend, 
and I am completely GGG—until we talk about having 
a MMF threesome. We have great sex and have exper- 
imented together. We tried playing with a couple to 
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give her the “two-dick experience” she wanted, but the 
other man was of “average” size and she was not into 
it. I'm of average stature, and she made such a fuss of 
having someone extra large join in that it threw my 
hang-up about my size into overdrive. It’s paralyzed 
me sexually. I’m afraid she'll leave me or run off look- 
ing to fulfill her need on her own. 

Average Nerdy Guy Shunning Threesomes 


If leaving you is the only way this woman can 
ever experience an above-average cock again, 
ANGST, then she might leave you. Depending on 
how important sitting on an above-average cock 
now and then is to her, your insecurities may cre- 
ate an incentive for her to leave you or cheat on 
you. But if she can have you and all the good times 
and the great GGG sex you two have together—if 
she can continue to enjoy your cock and the things 
it and you can do for her along with the occasional 
ride on an above-average cock—then you've creat- 
ed a massive incentive for her to stay. 


How bad is chlamydia? My gynecologist left me a 
voice mail, and I am absolutely terrified. A quick Goo- 
gle search told me that it can cause infertility if left 
untreated—what it didn't tell me is how long when 
left untreated before it causes infertility? I told my 
boyfriend of 10 months, and he seems very sane about 
it. But I am terrified that he'll leave me. HELP! 

Seriously Terrified Damsel 


Some time has passed between your letter 
arriving and my response appearing in print—so 
here’s hoping you called your gynecologist back, 
STD, and got the download and the treatment you 
needed. 

Quickly: Chlamydia is a common sexually trans- 
mitted infection (STI), men and women are equally 
at risk, it can be contracted through vaginal, anal, 
or oral intercourse. Your Google search was accu- 
rate: Left untreated, chlamydia can cause infertility 
in women. But you're not going to leave it untreat- 
ed, right? Fortunately, chlamydia is easily cured. 
Unfortunately, most people who have chlamydia 
aren't aware they’re infected, as most infected peo- 
ple have no symptoms. That’s why it’s extremely 
important for all sexually active people—adults 
and adolescents—to get regular STI screenings. 

Is your reproductive system already harmed? 
You'll have to discuss that with your gynecologist, 
STD, who is in a far better position than I am to 
have a look inside you. As for your boyfriend: He 
needs to get tested and treated too, and if his last 
STI screening was more than a year ago, it’s possi- 
ble he infected you and not the other way around. 
If your boyfriend leaves you over this—if he 
blames you for something he may be responsible 
for—then he’s not someone you want in your life 
or in your twat. 


My younger brother outed me to our parents, 
our siblings, and our only living grandparent. I'ma 
straight woman and into bondage, SM, and kinky 
swinging—nothing outrageous—and I tried to keep 
this aspect of my sexuality (and my marriage) hidden. 
Things are fine now: Mom and Dad are mad at my 
brother, not me, and my siblings (save the fundamen- 
talist) are over it. But I wanted to share my grand- 
mother’s reaction: She called to tell me that my late 
grandfather liked to be tied up and spanked too and 
that their marriage (47 years!) was more fun for it. 

Kink Isn’t New, Kiddo 


That’s wonderful—and so true! Thanks for 
sharing. 


* Nonbinary friend. 


E-mail Dan Savage: mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 
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ORIENTAL NATURAL 
HEALING CENTER 
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BUSTY"! 
BAMB | *Pain Relief & Relaxation 


If BACK *Friendly & Certified 


Professional Masseuses 


BY POPULAR | Quiet Place with 
DEMAND! Private Room 


Free Steam & Shower 


° Foot Massage 
ASK ABOUT *Body Massage $39.99 


MY 4 Gi RL 7. Ae , (MENTION THIS AD) 
SPECIAL 


4720 Geary Blvd (at 11th ave) 
San Francisco 
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- 1347 Divisadero St. SF 


Enjoy yourself! 


The finest CMTs 
& soothing techniqueae 
in our private rooms. | 


Body Massage 

Body Scrub 

Free Sauna 

Free Table Shower 

w/ Body Massage Only $45 


415-759-8577 


2450 Taraval St (SF) 
Free Parking 
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HEALTH CENTER 


MASSAGE 


beautiful, friendly Asian 
CS Latina to choose from 
e PRIVATE ROOM 
e PRIVATE SHOWER 
® TABLE SHOWER aaa. 


DAILY 9AM-LATE NIGHT ¢ 325 KEARNY ST. SF 
(ENTER THROUGH BLUE TRIM) 


415-788-2299 


FREE DRY SAUNA 
W/BODY MASSAGE 
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(915)345.- 9793 
OPEN 2558 GEARY BLVD 


BETWEEN LYON & PRESIDIO AVE 
SE CA 94115 
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ADULT SERVICES 


Y SWEET & PETITE 
For a Great 
Massage, 
Call Ally 
at 650-630-3815 
TT EEE 
** FREE Partyline 24/7** 
*Free 1on1 8-9PM daily* 
415-691-3100, 925-953-1001 or 


WebPHONE on LiveMatch.com 
DUUCC EEE EEE EEE EEE 


FICTICIOUS 
BUSINESS NAME 


FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0367535-00 
Fictitious Business 
Name(s): 

Sabai Sabai Thai Massage, 
1031 Hyde St, San 
Francisco, CA 94109, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Priyakon Strasser, 326 

La Grande Ave, San 
Francisco, CA 94112 

The business is conducted 
by: An Individual 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business 
name or names listed 
above on 10/29/2015 

| declare that all 
information in this 
statement is true and 
correct. (A registrant 





who declares as true any 
material matter pursuant 
to Section 17913 of the 
Business and Professions 
code that the registrant 
knows to be false is 

guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 
to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Priyakon Strasser 

This statement was 

filed with the San 
Francisco County Clerk 
on October 29, 2015 
NOTICE-In accordance 
with Subdivision (a) of 
Section 17920, a Fictitious 
Name Statement generally 
expires at the end of five 
years from the date on 
which it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in 
Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 
this statement does not 


UBER 


of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 
11/12, 11/19, 

11/26, 12/3/15 
CNS-2814188# 
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FICTITIOUS BUSINESS 
NAME STATEMENT 

File No. A-0367589-00 
Fictitious Business 
Name(s): 

Intaglio Productions, 

1616 York St. San 
Francisco, CA 94110, 
County of San Francisco 
Registered Owner(s): 
Joseph Johnson, 1616 York 
St. San Francisco, CA 94110 
Laura Smith, 1616 York St. 
San Francisco, CA 94110 
The business is conducted 
by: a married couple 

The registrant commenced 
to transact business under 
the fictitious business 
name or names listed 
above on 11/2/15 

| declare that all 
information in this 
statement is true and 


correct. (A registrant 

who declares as true any 
material matter pursuant 
to Section 17913 of the 
Business and Professions 
code that the registrant 
knows to be false is 

guilty of a misdemeanor 
punishable by a fine not 
to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000).) 

S/ Joseph Johnson 

This statement was 

filed with the San 
Francisco County Clerk 
on November 2, 2015 
NOTICE-In accordance 
with Subdivision (a) of 
Section 17920, a Fictitious 
Name Statement generally 
expires at the end of five 
years from the date on 
which it was filed in the 
office of the County Clerk, 
except, as provided in 
Subdivision (b) of Section 
17920, where it expires 40 
days after any change in 
the facts set forth in the 
statement pursuant to 
Section 17913 other than 
a change in the residence 
address of a registered 
owner. A new Fictitious 
Business Name Statement 
must be filed before the 
expiration. The filing of 


this statement does not 

of itself authorize the use 
in this state of a Fictitious 
Business Name in violation 
of the rights of another 
under federal, state, or 
common law (See Section 
14411 et seq., Business 
and Professions Code). 
11/12, 11/19, 

11/26, 12/3/15 
CNS-2813761# 
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NAME CHANGE 





ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 
FOR CHANGE OF NAME 
Case No. CNC-15-551591 
Superior Court of 
California, County 

of San Francisco 

Petition of: Rogil Peregrino 
Ambrosio Birco for 
Change of Name 

TO ALL INTERESTED 
PERSONS: 

Petitioner Rogil Peregrino 
Ambrosio Birco filed a 
petition with this court 
for a decree changing 
names as follows: 

Rogil Peregrino Ambrosio 
Birco to Hari Bayani 

The Court orders that 

all persons interested 

in this matter appear 
before this court at 
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the hearing indicated 
below to show cause, 

if any, why the petition 
for change of name 
should not be granted. 
Any person objecting 

to the name changes 
described above must 
file a written objection 
that includes the reasons 
for the objection at least 
two court days before the 
matter is scheduled to be 
heard and must appear 
at the hearing to show 
cause why the petition 
should not be granted. 

If no written objection 

is timely filed, the court 
may grant the petition 
without a hearing. 
Notice of Hearing: 

Date: Dec. 15, 2015, 
Time: 09:00 a.m., Dept.: 
514, Room: 514 

The address of the court 
is 400 McAllister Street, 
San Francisco, CA 94102 
A copy of this Order 

to Show Cause shall 

be published at least 
once each week for four 
successive weeks prior to 
the date set for hearing 
on the petition in the 
following newspaper of 
general circulation, printed 


= 


ADULT 


in this county: SF Weekly 
Date: Oct. 8, 2015 
CHARLES CROMPTON 
Judge of the 

Superior Court 

11/12, 11/19, 

11/26, 12/3/15 
CNS-2813142# 
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23 BMR Middle Income 
rental units available at 
1400 Mission Street, San 
Francisco, CA 94103. New 
Units with Modern Design 
+ Amenities. (1) Studio, 
(13) One-, (8) Two-, (1) 
Three-bedroom units for 
$2664-$3,780 per month 
to households at or under 
150% of State Median 
Income Households 
must earn no more than 
the maximum income 
levels, 1 person 108,150; 
2 persons; $123,600; 3 
persons $139,050.00; 

4 person $154,500; 5 
person $166,875; six 
person $179,250; seven 
person - $191,550. 
Application due date 


December 4, 2015 by 5pm. 


Contact RentSFNow at 
(415) 792-4353, 
info@rentsfnow.com 


CLASSIFIED | 


for information on the 
units and view the 

full unit posting at 
www.sfmohcd.org. Units 
are monitored through 
the San Francisco 
Mayor's Office of 
Housing & Community 
Development and are 
subject to monitoring 
and other restrictions. 


Visit www.sfmohcd.org 
for program information. 
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OPPORTUNITY 
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SULLIVAN 
PROPERTIES, INC. 


West Maui's 
Affordable Condos. 


1,2, 3 Bedroom Rentals 


1-800-332-1238 


www.MauiResorts.com 
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Bay Area/African Hair Braiding: 
Braids, Weaves & Locks 


256 Taylor St. San Francisco 


* Clean and Sterile * All Styles & Custom Tattoos * 
* Huge Body Jewelry Selection * 

* Open 7 Days a Week * Sun-Th: Noon-Midnight * 
* Fri-Sat: Noon-2am * 
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Compassionate Health Options 





Medical Marijuana Evaluations’ 


We Price Match 
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GOLDEN, mygoldengateway.com (510) 703-5754 
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‘from ANW Doctor 
Walk-Ins Welcome — . 
BEWARE! Séme Clinics Come and Go and your — o 
Recommendation Will be Worthless ’ -> 
. Dont Take a Chance. Wo are the Oldest and Most Dependable 
5 ip Our Doctors Will Support You In Court’a at OurExpense 
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